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FREE THOUGHTS 

UPON THE 

BRUTE-CREATION: 

O R, 

An Examination of Father 
BOUGEANTs Pbilo/opbical 
Amufementy &c. 

Mad AM^ 

ID A R E lay you have made many a merry 
Refledion upon the good Company and 
Converfation we lately enjoyed at jB— /a« : 
for my own part, I can never think of it with- 
out laughing. Methinks I hear my little Doc- 
tor pouring forth all his Rhetoric and Logic 
upon an abftmfe Queftion, which I was fure 
he had not Capacity enough to underAand. 
I fee, and hear, and admire his modefl AiTu- 
ranee, uncapable of Contradiftion, affirming 
without Proof, and concluding without Premi- 
fes, that all the \Ammal Fun£iions and Oferatims 
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of the Brute-Creation (which diiFerent Philofo- 
phers had afcribed to different Caufes, fuch as 
Mcchanifm, Inftindt, Subftantial Forms, G?r.) 
nsere entirely owing to the Operation of evil Spi* 
rits^ who are the moving Principle in every 
one of them. As this Thought was quite new 
to me, and perfeftly oppofite to all the Senti- 
ments I had ever entertained upon that Quef- 
tion, I could not for my 4ife imagine, where 
he had pick'd up this new Philofophy, which 
<had ftlmoft frighted fome of the Couipany out 
*of their Senfes. — I (hall never forget the puz- 
zled afflided Face of the honeft Juftice, who, 
tho' a very good Proteftant, and in all other re- 
Ipedts of .blamelefs Life and Converfation, had 
"^^nt fo many Years in' following a Pack of 
\jbfvils^ whicq he had innocently miftaken for 
a Pack of harmleis Beagles. — But the whimli- 
cal Diftrefles of the poor Ladies, gave me no 
fmall Diverlion. Sweet Mifs Jennys whp .has 
lavifh'd away more Kifles upon her favourite 
•Ot, than fhe would beftow upon the beft Man 
in the Parifh, felt fome compunftion within 
-.herfelf, that ihe had been wantonly, and alrpoft 
-malicioufly, throwing away thofe Carefles upon 
-an evil Spirit^ which many a good Chriilian 
•would have been glad of. Dear Mifs JY/rrr/^/ 
•had the fame regret for her beloved Monkey, 
and poor Dolly for her Parrot ; and refclved, one- 
and-all, never to hold commerce or correfpon- 
dence with evil Spirits for the future, in what- 
-cver amwblc Shape or Figure they might ap- 
pear j.which^ I apprehended, could end in nothing 
' * leS 
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lefs than an intire deflrudBon of all the £ivouriter 
Domefticks of the Family > whilft you^ with a^ 
chearful compofure of Mind and Countenance^ 
infeparable from good Nature and good Senfe^' 
ikt fmiling at the empty Harangue rf the Ora^ 
tor, and the fantaftical Sufferings of the Au- 
dience. 

Well ! home I went, full of this abfurd, un-^ 
philofophical Scheme, wondering how my leam-' 
ed Friend, who, with very moderate Talents, af- 
feds to be thought a very great Scholar^ and 
profound Philofopher, could ever fall into thi» 
uncommon way of thinking. But is I chanced 
a few days after to flrok into a *B6okfeller*s 
Shop^ I fpyed a little Pamphlet lyin^ upon thct 
Counter, entitded, A PbiJofopbicaljimufementi 
concerning the Language of Birds and BeaftSk 
Written mginaUy in French by Father Bou-i 
geant, a learned Jefuitj &c, I quickly perf 
ceived where my learned Friend had picked ' up 
his new Philofophy, from what Fountain all 
this profound Erudition was drawn. The ho- 
nefl Man has a veryrprepofterous Anibition to 
be famous ; and as he is confcious that he has 
no chance to attain any degree of DdiiindUon 
from the proper and regular ufe of his inteUeo 
tnal Faculties, he therefore attempts a nearer cut 
to Fame, by engaging the Attention of the Un^ 
learned to fomething that has a new and mar4 
vellous Appearance : This has given him an 
itch after Novelty, and an afFedtion for uncom^ 
mon Notions, more than common Scnfe. . No 
-wonder, therefore, he was inunediately flruck 
. ... B 2 with 
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with this furprizing Sentiment, which he re- 
folved to put off at the next Tea-table for his 
own^ aiTuring himfelf, that neither the Ladies, 
nor myfelf, (whofe Obfcurity he heartily defpifes) 
ihould ever find him out, but admire him for 
a moft profound Philofopher. I took my Pam- 
phlet home with me, and read it over and 
over, with the greateft Care and Candour ; and 
upon thq whole muft needs lay, that I (hould 
never have fufpeiftedthe Author (if he had not 
told us fo himiclfj to be a Jejuit^ much lefs 
a Famous Jefuit. He has done no credit to his 
Order ; the Gentlemen of that Society owe him 
but little Thanks ; they generally acquit them- 
fclves much better upon any Subjeft they un- 
5Jertake. He has treated a noble Subjedt loofe- 
iy and fuperfidally, to £iy no worfe ; for I might 
add, idly and profanely.; and had I been his 
proper Superiour, I fhould have changed his Con- 
finement at La Fleche, for a more proper Ha- 
bitation at Moorfields. 

But this, (fay you) is libelling without Proof, 
condemining at random : Let us come to 
Partkrulars j make good your Charge, fhew us, 
if you can, the Defedts of his Scheme, and try 
if you can flrike us out a better. 

With all my heart, Madam. But before I pro- 
ceed to a more particular Examination of his 
Scheme, I mufl freely acknowledge, that there 
are a great many juft and fprightly things fcat- 
tcred up and down through his whole Perfor- 
mance ; but favouring more of the vivacity of the 
FrenchmaUy than the piety and folidity of a Chri- 
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ftian Philofdphcr. Hejuftlyand finardy ridi- 
cules the unintelligible trumpery of Mechanifm, 
Inftindl, Subflantm Forms, and what not of the 
Ariftotelian and Cartefian Philofophy, which^ 
like occult qualities, are hard Words without a 
Meaning, intended only as a thin difguife for 
Ignorance and AfFedlation : But what has he ad- 
vanced in the room of them ? Why, ibmething 
equally abfurd, but not equally innocent ; ibme- 
thing fhocking to a Philofopher, and oflenfive 
to a Chriftian, in'dircfl: contradidion to Reafon 
and Revelation, as I (hall endeavour to make ap- 
pear. Nor is he leis ofFenfive in point of Delica- 
cy, his Ideas and Sentiments are often io low, his 
Images fo indecent, his Expreflions fo coarle, as 
could hardly be expeiS^d from a polite French^ 
man J and an Ecclefiaftic to a fine Lady, whom, 
at the fame time, he ieems to confider as a Per- 
fon of Diicernment and Diftindion. Let us now 
follow him his own way. His firft Chapter is 

Of the Underjianding of Brutes. 

He begmswith this Queftion ; Have Brutes 
any Underjianding? lam convinced (feys he) 
that you will not fo much as heft ate upon this 
^efiion : farely prcfuming (he would anfwer in 
the Affirmative, and as I dare venture to affirm 
that his fair Correfpondent had not a better 
Underftanding than mine, I will venture to pre- 
fume the fame for you. An Underjianding tney 
certainly have of fuch a kind or degree, at leaft 
as is fufficient for their ilate and rank in the 

univerfal 
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Uttiverlal Syftcm^ and the fct eral duties and of- 
fices for which they were mtended by their 
Giieator. Lefi than this I think cannot be faid, 
and who prefumes to fay more ? Though I have 
known many an honeft Fellow that made a 

d figure in his Neighbourhood, who yet has 
ly difcovcred more Reafon, k better Under-^ 
ftanding, or half fo much Virtue as the Beaft 
he rode on. Take any Man of a plain, natural 
good Underflanding without' the prejudices of 
Philofophy, and propofe the fifrie Queftion to 
him : I dare fay he wonld flkfe at you, and think 
you were bantering him ; or if" he thought you 
were in earnefl, he would not fo much as de- 
tour upon it. In fhort, however we may af- 
feft to puzzle ouffelves or others with learned 
Objedlions proceeding from downright Igno- 
ftuice, we all owh it, we prefome upon it, as a 
firfl Principle, we reafon upon it, and ad agree- 
ably, as we make it an unerring Rule to di- 
reft us in the Treatment and Management of 
our domeftick Animals 5 thisitis that guides us 
in the education of our Dogs and Horfes, to 
train them up by Corredlion and Difcipline to 
" the feveral Offices for which they are intended, 
and the Services which we d^d: to receive 
from them. This it is that dirc<fts us to careis 
and reward them when they do well, and to 
corredt and punifh them, when they are vicious 
and difbbedient. Pid we confider them as meer 
Machines, as Creatures that had no Senfe, Un- 
derftanding, or RefledHon; this Conduit would 
be as abfurd and ridiculous, as it would be to 

careis 



(7) 

cards and reward your Clock oryour Watch Gx 
going well, or correct and puniih them with a 
Whip or Cudgel for gping wrone. On the 
other handy wedifcover in Brutes plain and evi- 
dent marks of Senie and Underfianding, Thqf 
are ienfible what we do to them, and whit 
•they do to us. When for inftapce I iee a Dog 
hailening to me when I call him, careis me 
when I ftroke him, tremble when I rate him» 
run away from me when I beat him : nay, fur- 
ther, when I iee him refledting and reafoning 
upon my Condud towards him, I muft coiy- 
elude he is ad:ed by fome higher Principle than 
meer Mechanifm. Be plea&d. Madam, to tiy 
this jBxperiment with your beloved Feny, (though 
upon fecond Thoughts he has been too much 
and too long a Favourite to apprehend any danger 
from your Hands,) or call any other Dog of 
the Family, whofe Hunger may make him leap 
at a good Morfel, fhew him a Piece of Meat 
in your Left Hand, and hkle your Right Hand 
behind you, and fee how he will behave ; efpe- 
cially, if he knows he has been guilty of a 
Fault, or been rated or punifhed for fome Mif- 
demeanour. He will either not come near you 
at all, unlefe urged by the violence of his Hun- 
ger, or approach you with the utmoft Diffidence 
and Caution: for thus I hear him reafoning with 
himfelf ; Surely ^ this is not the Hand that ufed 
to feed me^ and why is that other Hand hid from 
mef That Hand ^ from which I have received 
many afore Stripe^ when I haw offended^ has 
now^ Ifear^fimejicret Vengeance^ fome JVhip^ or 
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Cudgelinjiorefor me^ if 1 get within the reach 
of it J 1 will therefore prefer the Dog's Portion 
of Hunger and Eafe^ before Lajhes and Stripes y 
and broken Bones. Ay ! and he is much in the 
right, hereafons well, and difcovers more Senie 
and better Logic than naany a ftupid Puppy 
with two Legs, who lives at random, who pur- 
fues every appearance of Pleafure, gratifies every 
Appetite, fubmits to every demand of Luft or 
Fancy, without Thought or Refleftion, and ruflies 
with his Eyes open into certain Difeafes, Beg- 
gary and Damnation. Now then if the Senfes 
and Perceptions of Brates be {o quick and lively, 
if from thofe Perceptions they never fiul to draw 
jufl: and rational Conclufions, and to make a prac^ 
tical Ufe of them for the preventing Pain, or 
procuring Pleafure, if by the different Motions 
and Geftures of their Bodies, or Sound of their 
Voice, they exprels their different Sentiments of 
Toy and Sadnefe, of Pain or Pleafure, of Fear and 
Defire, of Love or Hatred ; I cannot help con- 
cluding from thence, that they have in them 
fome Principle of Knowledge and Sentiment, 
be it what it will. Now, were all the Philofo- 
phers in the world to aflert and maintain the 
Cartefan Opinion of their being Machines, there 
is fome ftrong inward Convidtion in every fenfible 
unprejudiced Minddiat gives them the lye, tho' 
we were not able to confute their Affertion, nor 
defend our own; and furely nothing but the 
Vanity of a Frenchman could ever expcft that 
fo abfurd a Scheme could pais upon a learned 
Worid for found Reafon and tme Philofpphy. 
• 3 For 
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For my own part, I could as loon exped: to fee 
Gallantries between a couple of amorous Clocks 
or Watches, or a Battle betwixt two quarrel- 
ibme Windmills. * ^ 

The Notion oi InJiinB^ though not fo pal* 
pably abrurd,is equally obicure, unneceilary, and 
ufelds for all the great ends and purpofes which 
it is intended to icrvc. They who ule it, do not 
pretend to define it, to (hew us its real Nature, 
or wherein it confiils, they feem only to fpeak 
of it as a blind Impetus, and unknown Impulie; 
a kind of Mechanical Neceffity, by which wc 
are in a manner compelled to perform fuch and 
fuch Adlions, without being able to know or ex- 
plain the Reafons for fo doing. By this, they 
pretend to account for many wonderful Ope- 
radons and Effeds in the almofl infinite Variety 
of Species through the Brute-Creatbn, fuch as, • 
for inflance, all forts of Birds building their 
Nefts in exad uniformity of Model and with 
the fame Materials^ all die various Methods of 
Cure that both Birds and Beafls have rccourie 
to when they are any ways indifpofed or wound- 
ed J this it is, they lay, that teaches the Spar- 
rows to purge themfelves with Spiders and other 
Infedts > this teaches Birds to fwallow Gravel to 
facilitate their Digeftion ; this teaches the Dog 
with a forfeited Stomach to mn to a particular 
kind of Grafs to procure a Vomit 5 to this we 
owe all the excellent and wonderful Operations 
to be found among Beafls and Birds, Reptiles 
and Infeds -, many of which feem to exceed the 
C highefjt 
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higheil Improvements of human Rea&n and 
Invention, fiut why mufl: all this be owing to 
Inflind;? Since we cannot refufe them a know- 
ing Faculty, why fliould we give them a need~ 
k^ Inflind? Thefe wonderful Operaticms may be, 
for ought we know, the fimple Effeds of their 
Underftanding : and finoe it is ibldy in conle^ 
qucnce of a knowing Fachilty, that Man perfiirms 
the fame Operations, why ihould not the &me 
Principle alfo rule in the Brutes ? And where 
would bt the Herefy of believing or affirming, that 
thofe A(ftions which Brutes are fuppofed to per-* 
form by meer Inftinft, are perforrncd in confc- 
quence of their Underftandings, vmhUnderftand- 
ing and Reafon? Is fuch a thing impofiible? Does 
either Reafon or Revdation forbid it ? Are they 
not equally poffible to their Omnipotent Creator ? 
And can any reafonablc Doubt be made, whe- 
ther they were not endued with every Perfedion 
that their Rank in the Scale of Beings required ? 
And would it not be a great Jmperfedion to 
Want the means of knowing and procuring what- 
ever was requifite in the common Order of 
Nature, for the Preferv^ition of the Individuals 
jMid the Propagation of the Species ? And fince it 
cannot be denied that every Species of Beings 
have that power, I fee nothing abfurd or un- 
philofophical in fuppofing, that the All-wife 
and Omnipotent Author of Nature has given 
each of them fuch Faculties as are proportion- 
able to their Wants and Capacities, and the part 
they fill in the univerfal Syftem. Is there el- 
Aer, Abfurdity or Herefy in fuppofing, that the 
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£ime infinite Power that could form the Body 
of the moil minute Infeft, with fuch exquifitc 
ProportioQ and Beauty, ?ould at the iame time» 
with the iame eafe, provide a proper Inhabitant 
to animate and govern it, and anfwer all the 
purpoies of its Creation ? He that can think other-* 
wife, muil have been either a very ignorant (X 
a very indolent Obierver of Nature, The Scrip- 
tures diredtly call this Knowledge by the name 
of Wifdom^ Prov. xxx. 24. T^bere be four Things 
that are little upon Earthy but they are ex- 
ceeding wife. The Ants are a People notjirong^ 
yet t^ prepare their Meat in the Summer. Tot 
Conies are but a feeble Folk, yet they make their 
Hwfes in the Rocks. The Locu/is have no King^ 
yet go they forth all of them by Bands. The 
Spider taketh bold with her Hands ^ and is in 
King's Palaces. Holy Job fuppofcs the fame 
thing, that the whole Brute-Creation ad by 
Wifdom and Undcrflanding, of fuch a Kind and 
Degree as is proper for their State and Condi- 
tion in the Scab <rf Beings. Thus Ch. xxxix. 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17. fpcaking of tht 0/t nth, 
he obierves, ihaXjhe leaves her Eggs in the 
Earthy and warms them in the Dujly and for- 
gets that the Foot may crujh them^ or tiat tic 
wildBeaJi may break them. She is hardened 
againfi her young oneSy as though they ijjcrc net 
herSy her labour is in vain without far, • caul^ 
God hath deprived her of JVifdcm^ nh j^i / . //) 
be imparted to her Vnderjlundrr.g. IV.' 1\ :c 
is alTerted by all Travellers, ih.i. tlit v" 
leaves her Eggs in che Sand to ^^ 
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the Sun, which unnatural difrcgard for her OfF- 
foring is fo remarkable, that when they fee a Mo- 
ther who has little Tendemefs for her Chil- 
dren, they compare her to an Oftrich ; to which 
the Prophet Jeremiah alludes in his Book of 
Lamentations^ ch. iv. 3. The Daughter of my 
People is become crueU like the Oftriches in the 
Wildernefs. In fhort, the Oftrich is allowed, 
on all hands, to be a very ftupid foolifh Bird, 
deftitute of that Prudence and Caution which 
are vifible in every other Family of Infedts, Birds, 
and Beafts ; for it is particularly obferved in her, 
that when flie is purfued by the Hunters, fhe 
runs to hide her Head, and particularly her 
Eyes behind a Tree, all the reft of her large 
Body is expofed to view 5 but as fhe no longer 
fees the Hunter, ftie wifely imagines he does not 
fee her, and that therefore ftie has no danger 
to apprehend. Now this whole abfurd and 
ridiculous Conduft, the infpired Writer afcribes 
to her want of that Wifdom^ Under/landing and 
common Senfe^ which are to be found in every 
other Species of Beings, for the Production and 
Prefervation of their feveral Families. Becaufe 
God hath deprived her of Wifdom^ neither hath 
he i77iparted to her Under ft anding^ v. 17. Were 
we now to extend our Enquiries to the Polity, 
Architedlure, and Oeconomy of Bees and Wafps, 
and all the other Tribes and Families of In- 
fedls, we fliould find them in many relpeds 
excellent Monitors to the Bulk of Mankind. 
*' * The Beehive, for mftance, is a School to 

** which 
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" which numbers of People oaght to be fent. 
*' Prudence, Induftry, and Benevolence, pub- 
*' lick Spirit, and Diligence, Oeconomy, Neat- 
'* nefs, and Temperance, are not only praftifed 
'* by them in the moft exemplary manner, but 
" ftrongly recommended to us by their Ex- 
** ample. Look on a Swarm of Bees, and ob- 
** ferve the Difpofition that influences every In- 
*' dividual ; they all labour for the general Ad- 
*' vantage J they are all fubmifliveto the Laws 
*' and Regulations of the Community ; there 
*^ is no particular Intereft, and confequently 
'* no Emulations nor Competitions for Gain or 
" Glory; noDiftinftions, but thofe which Na- 
" ture and the Neceflities of the Family have 
* ' introd uced among them. We never fee them 
" diflatisfied with their Condition, or inclinable 
" to abandon the Hive, in Difguft to find them- 
" felves Slaves or Neceflltous. On the contrary, 
" they think themfelves in perfedl Freedom, 
*' and perfeft Affluence, as indeed they are: 
*^ they are free, becaufe they depend only upon 
*^ the Laws 5 they are happy, becaufe the Con- 
*' courfe of their feveral Labours inevitably pro- 
*^ duce an Abundance, that conflltutes the Riches 
" of each Individual. Let us compare Human 
** Societies with this, and they will appear al- 
" together monftrous. Neceffity, Reafon, and 
" Philofophy, have eflablifhed them under the 
*' commendable Pretence of mutual Aids and 
" Benefits; but a Spirit of Selfifhnefs deftroys 
^' all ; and one half of Mankind, to load them- 
** felves with Superfluities, leave the other half 
'"3 [' deftitute 
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*5 deftkutc of the common Neceflaries of Life/* 
In ihort, upon the ftri(fteft and cloiefl Enqui- 
ry we can make into the feveral Tribes of 
Families of the Bmte-Creation, it will appear, 
that they are all dircded and aft by fomc 
Principle analogous at leafl, and equivalent to 
what we call Underftanding in ourfelves ; and 
why we fhould call it by any other Name in 
them, I confefs I am at a lofs to determine. 
If then the feveral Species of Brutes do by the 
Strength of their own Underftandings, think, 
reafon, projeft, contrive, and perform every Of- 
fice within their proper Sphere of Life and 
Aftion in ajufl: and due proportion to what we 
do in ours, they muft be allowed to have fome 
immaterial Principle within them, in which 
thefe Faculties are inherent, and by which they 
are direded. Now, to my poor Apprehcnfion, 
Underftanding without a Soul, and a Soul that 
is not a Spirit, appears quite as abfurd as Light 
without Flame, or Flame without Fire ; the 
one I think naturally fuppoies and includes the 
other. 

Ihe Great Mr. Locke, in his Effay on Human 
Vnderfianding^ lib. 2. cap. 11. allows that Brutes 
have Ideas, and that they realbn, tho' they are not 
capable of comparing and comprehending thefe 
Ideas, and rcafoning abftradlcdly, as we do. Tet 
(fays he) if they have any Ideas at all, and are not 
mere Machines, as fome would have them, we cant 
deny them to have fome Reafon. Itfeems to me as 
evident^ that they do in fome infiances rea^ 
fon^ as that they have Senfe j but it is only in par^ 
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ttcular JUeas^ juji as tbty received them from 
their Senfes.-^-^JnA as they received them fix>in 
their Senfes!— Why, how (hould it be clfc? 
What is the Foundatibn of our Reaibn, but 
thoie partiaikr Ideas we receive from our Sen- 
fes? Ideas are Jboages, excited or impreflbd 
won the Soul by external Olyeds, thro' the 
Mediation o( the Senfes ; and the enlaigk^ 
comparing, and combining thefe Ideas, and torm- 
ing practical Conclufions from them, is the whole 
Province of Human Reaibn. This phikiibphi- 
cal Limitation of the Underftanding of Brutes, 
founds a little aulcwanlly fix>m this ^eat Man, 
becaufe he has allowed the mofl eioahed Hu- 
man Underftanding no better Materials to work 
upcm. He has veryjuflly exploded the No* 
tion of innate Ideas, and Im by con&quence left, 
us nothii^ but thofe which we receive by Sen- 
iatkHi, to be the Ground-work of our moft re- 
fined Speculatioos. Why then will he not al- 
low the £une uniform ESkGt to be produced 
by the &me uniform Caufe in both ? Why does 
he take fo much pains to perfuadc himfelf and 
us, th&t Rationality in &utes noAift proceed 
from a quite different Caufb, from what it does 
in ourfelves i What b he afraid of ? What 
would be the terrible Confequences of fuch a 
Conceifion ? For my own part, I think I fee 
none, but what your own excellent Under- 
flanding will,, with a little Rccdledion, eafily 
evade, widiout the leaft violence either to Rea- 
ibn or Revelation. He concedes, indeed, to 
tbe main P^int; and allows the Rationality of 
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Brutes ; but, for fear of allowing them imma- 
terial, and confequently immortal Souls, he fre- 
quently infinuates, that Thought, Rationality, 
or RefledHon, is not the abfolutc Privilege dF 
immaterial Beings, but may be communicated 
by the Power of God to certain Portions of 
Matter, differently modified, and confequently* 
that Matter exalted to a certain degree of Puri- 
ty, may be as'capable of Reafon and Reflexion, 
as an immaterial Spirit. And in hisDifpute with 
the Bifliop of Worcefier^ who juftly charged him 
with this unphilofophical Notion, he was re- 
duced to a neceflity of afferting it in plain and 
exprefs Terms, and of putting all his Philofophy 
to the utmoft ftretch, to reconcile it to Reafon 
and common Senfe 5 which, I humbly conceive, 
is abfolutely impoffible. Yet he frequently and 
diredlly afTerts the Poffibility of Thinking Mat- 
ter, allowing to his material Animal Senfe, Per- 
ception, Reafon, Ipontaneous Motion or Volition, 
which, one would imagine, that nothing but 
Vanity, an Itch of Singularity, or a Defire of 
Vidtory, could ever have extorted from fo great 
and excellent a Perfon : and I cannot pals it by 
without fome little Examination, for which I 
fhall offer at no Apology to a Lady of your in- 
quifitive Genius, and fuperior Underftanding, di- 
fcdted folely by Reafon and the Nature of Things, 
without the Prejudices of vulgar Errors, or the 
Subtilties of Philofophy, falfely fo called, 
• The mofl obvious Idea we have of Matter, is 
of an extended impenetrabkyfolid Subftance^ un-- 
capable of moving itfelf or ofbfing movedy but 
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by the Agency and hnpreffion of Jome fuptrior^ 
external^ aSlive Cauje ; from whence it will un- 
avoidably follow, tnat mere Matter^ however 
modified, exaltod, or purified, will be as un- 
capable of Self-motion, as it was in its lowcll' 
flate of Denfity, or Depreflion ; and cxmfequeot* 
\y cannot, by any Power, Be tranfinuted, or fub- 
limated into a living, fclf-moving Subftance j 
from whence it follows, that all Gravity, At- 
traction, Elafticity, Repulfion, and wliatevef 
Tendencies to Motion are obferved in Matter, and 
Commonly called natural Powers of Matter, are 
not Powers implanted in Matter, or poflible to 
be made inherent m it ; but arc intirely owing 
to feme Impulfe, or Force impreflcd upon it from 
external Caufes. And the moft that can be (aid, 
is, that Matter is indeed fufceptible of Motion, 
or capable of being moved, but that the Motion 
itfelf muft proceed from fome external Caufe, 
totally diftinft from, and (iiperior to Matter. 
Mr. Locke^ therefore, had very little Reafon to 
be fo pereniptory in his Difpute with the Bifhop 
of frorcejier, about the PolFibility^of Thinking 
Matter; where, to prove it poflible, he lays. 
Vol. 2. p. 144, Edit, iji^./pr example^ God 
creates an extended Jblid Sub/I ance^ nvitbout JU-- 
peradding any thing elfe to it^ and fo we may 
' conjider it at reft -, to Jome parts of -it hefuper^ 
• adds Motion^ but it has Jlill the E fence of Matter. 
, Other parts of it he forms into Plants, with all 
it)e Excellencies of Vegetation^ Life, and Beauty^ 
■ Tiikick is to befbnndin a Rofe or a Peach-tree ^ 
abovetbcSJIhtceif Matter in general^ but it is 
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Jiill but Matter : To other parts be adds Senfe, 
or Jpontaneous Motion^ and thqfe other Properties 
that are to be found in an Elephant, tlitherto 
it is not doubted but the Power of dod may go ; 
but ifnve venture to go one Step further ^ and fay ^ 
God may give to Matter Thought y Reafon^ and 
Volition^ as well as Senfe andfpontaneous Motion^ 
there are Men ready to limit the Power of the 
Omnipotent Creator^ and tell us he cannot do it ; 
becauje it dejlroys the BJJ'encey or changes the ef 
Jential Properties of Matter^ &c. Well ! ancf a 
very good Rcafon it would certainly be; for Om- 
nipotenoe itfelf cannot produce ImpofTibilities, 
cannot efFedt O)ntradi£tionsy cannot make the 
fame Thing to be, and not to be, at the 
lame time; cannot make aSubftance, which, 
as folidly extended, rauft refift all Change of 
State, become (while it continues unadtive and 
dead) Life, Senfe, and Ipontaneous Motion j for 
that is diredtly affirming, that the fame Portion 
of Matter, which is unadtive, dull, and dead, 
may be at the fame time living, ienfible, and 
fpontaneoufly moving. To fay the truth, his 
Zeal to fupport his Argument, and confound 
his Adverfary, has thrown him into fuch In- 
confiftencies of Thought and Expreflion, as 
could never have proceeded from cool and fo- 
ber Reafon. For Inftance, where he fays above. 
To fome parts of Matter^ Godfuperadds Motion^ 
[but it has ftill theEJfence of Matter. What does 
he mean by laying, // has Jiiil the EJfence of 
\Matter ? Does he mean, that Motion has the 
EflenceofMatter^oriscflentialtok^ oraMode 
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of it: Neither of theie could be his Meanings 
be could only mean, that that Portion of Mat* 
ter to which Motion is fuperadded, has ftill the* 
Eflence of Matter. Who doubts it? And 
therefore is intirelydiftin A from the Motioa fu- 
peradded, which is really and truly nothing le& 
than an Emanation cm: Imprellion from the Ori* 
ginal and £tei:nal Fountain of Life and Power s 
and, confequendy, .intirely diftind from Matter. 
If Solidity, Inaftivity, and Refiftance, be the 
effential Properties cf Matter, it will unavoida* 
bly follow, that all thofe Effects commonly af- 
cribed to certain natural Powers redding in Mat- 
ter, are immediately produced by the Power of 
an immaterial Being, who firfl created this dead 
Subiknce Matter, originally impreiTed, and ilill 
continues to iinprefi Motion upon it. Now 
whatfbever begins Motion where it was not, and 
flops it wliere it was, that effedts a Change from 
Refl to Mo^on, and firom Motion to Refl, and 
that arbitrarily, can never be Matter, whofe cf- 
fential Property it is neccflarily to refift all 
change of its State, either of Reft or Motion. I 
therefore conclude, that whatever Principle or 
Beit^ can arbitrarily efiedt a Change of the pre- 
fent State of Reft or Motion, in that Portion of 
Matter which compo&s the Body of any Ani* 
mal, cannot be the Matter of the Body itfelf, 
which neceflarily refifts or oppofes all change of 
its prefent State, and therefore muft be conclu- 
ded to be an adive, immaterial, and fpiritual 
: Subflance, which, without any violence to Phi- 
lofoipby, wc may venture to call a Soul. P^don 
t Da me. 
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mc, Madam, for leading you into this intricate 
dry Speculation ; my SubjeJst led mc into it, and 
required fome little Examination in thia pkce. 
Some further Confiderations upon this Subjeft, 
and the Reverend Father's deviliih Contrivance 
to account for all animal Fundtions and Opera* 
tions, without allowing them to have Souls, we 
fhall defer to a more proper Place, and proceed 
to the next Head of Inquiry. 

II, Of the NeceJJity of a L^guage between > 
Brutes. 

' By Language we are not only to underAan^ 
ft Sequel of articulate Sounds, by which Men 
have agreed to expre^ their Ideas and Sentiment 
to each other, but any fort or kind of inarticu^* 
kite Sounds, Geftures,' or Motions, by which,^ in 
the feveral Tribes and Families of the Brute-Cre*- 
iation, the Individuals communicate their SentL- 
ments, their \Vants, their Defircs to each other ; 
und thefe are, no doubt, as different as the Spe^ 
cies themfelves, and as exp^efEvc and iignifi-- 
cant to them as our moft articulate Sounds caq 
hit to us^ Of this there can be no manner of 
doubt, eipedally among thofe that, live in for 
<nety, as particukrly Pigeons, Rooks, Swal- 
lows, and Stor1i;s among Birds; Bees and Ants 
among Iniedh 9 and particularly the Beaveiis 
-among Beafts ; and xio doubt but there mufl be 
the fame among Fiihes, thofe e^aecially which at 
•certain Seafons remove in Shoals to different 
parts of their Element. AH, and each of theie, 
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fpeidc,. tmdoubtcdly, a Liuig^agp P^^^V^ ^^ P^ 
culiar ta their fipttcies^ wlttch are «s caqpsfiarb 
^nd inteUig^Ue to tticin> as taai Tjmgnagc k to 
41S ; ind may, not inipropeily» beaded idbe difr 
ferent Dialeds of the Language of Nature. 

Our Aadaor^ iptfaemidftof.4!h]iIni|uiiyy has 
droppM an ExpreiTion which i cannot und8i>* 
Afind, as Imving no apparent rciatioti to his Sufa^ 
jedl, or aoy Coaoedlian mth Mrfaat goes befora^ 
or follows after. Pagf 2y^ He &ys^jif^eisjpeai 
to each other;, yet £m)i no . Fnce. How bold, 
*how crude, how uiphilofophicad is thi3 Exprei^ 
iion? Have Ai^l? % Voice toipeak to us, and 
iTonetto ^'eak to one anather? Didhe never ceai 
ifif the <jcttiyec£itwi of AoffSs with tbe Fttnarclia 
isodHolyMmcxf the OU^^dmvzt? Of die 
lAiigel Gi7^/W delifeiipgdi Moflase from God m 
.ZachMrias, jQoncemi^ the fixtm of John the 
jBa{ida^iZk£r i, snd woAatto the filefled Vir- 
:igm^:CfnicenBng >ithe IncamatioB 6f oar Load 
fsf^Omfii dDid itt newr fcad c£the Voiced 
-the jittKbaagdiy i\i3atS. hr«; ijbi If he on)^ 
nmmQBj ihat they thftyenot a VoiceUke us, artBau 
iflltBdlby^thefQigalisoJf the^£^^ and 
dififecmt'Modiibcibra of the Ak ; who diipuMs 
k? iBsM:hit»£sSSckntt^ in %hig 
4ksy ha«:!iioVaieD?; . Dowdiaallttw a ¥ doe, ^n* 
i^inedkingnqaivaient to k, to:t^iowcfl Oidois 
49f!BrutesqnaiInftda, and will lie iaUow noneriD 
ihchi^b^OtsdsKof :m^ fidngsi iiow 
riiirprizing) hoWroBaccountafale istfais;? SmAy 
NJie hadias jgMDi an <^[HniaQ of ^^lei^goul Scnfeiaf 
-' --■* ^ . • .-— • '^ 
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the firie Lady to whom he was writing^ as he 
bad a good one of his owQ. But to return: 

He ohferves^ very jufUy, that we have a thou* 
(and ways of expreffing our Pkffions, our Senti« 
ments, our Hopes and Fears/ our Defires and 
Wants, our Joys, or Sufferings, without the Me- 
diation of Words. When we are pleafed (lays 
he, pag. 23.) every thing in usjpeaks : Do we 
^ cmtinually Jheak by certain Looks ^ by a Mo^ 
rtion of the Heaa^ a Gefture^ nay the kajl Sign 
in the World? Ay! and when we aredifpleated 
/ or angry, we can as eafily make ourfelves under^ 
Hloodl^ Looks and Geftures, as by the plaineft 
Ismd moftexpreilive Language. Ifow often have 
J fqen thofc bvely Eyes of yours rebuking, with 
unutterable Eloquence, the affuming Coxcomb, 
'and the malicious Prude, into Silence and good 
Manners ? How many melting Addrefles have 
you received from the Eyes of your languifhing 
'Admirers, who had neither Oniragp nor Merit 
enough to addre£» themielves in any other Lan« 
euage ? In (hort,^ languifhing mpdeft Lovers re- 
&mble a Nation or Society ofdumb People, who 
are n^ver at a bft for a Set of fignificant Looks, 
Motions, and;Geftures, to fu[^ly the want of 
Wjprds,. and De&dl; of other Expreffionss and 
wlucb form a Language as expreflive and intel-* 
liable to them, as the moft articulate Language 
in the World can be to other. People. Now 
can any one italbnably doubt, whether the Bmte- 
Animals hiave the Power and Means of doing 
die £tme ? It is, I thin^ vodieniable, that they 
liave all a knowmg Faculty ; but to what purx 
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poie can we fuppoie the all-wife Author of Na- 
ture has given them this Faculty, but to enable 
them to provide for their Wants^ their Pre&rva- 
tion, and whatever is fit for their Condition, and 
fuitable to the peculiar kind of Life he has ap- 
pointed for them. Let us, moreover, confioer 
that many Species of Birds, Beafts, and Infedls 
are made to live in Society at large, and others, 
to live in a kind of domeflic SocieQr, Male and 
Female cohabiting together, in akindof Family^, 
for the Education of their Young-cxies. Now, 
do but confider what Ufe could the firft Species 
make of their Underftanding, for the Preierva-^ 
don and Welfare of their Society, and of coudc 
for their own peculiar Good, arifing from the 
publickProQ)erity, if the Members of that SocU 
ety have not among themfelves a common Lan-^ 
guagc perfectly known to every one of them I 
Wlmt Ufe could they make of their Knowledge 
and Underflanding, if they had not fome Me-- 
thod of communicating their Knowledge, Ad« 
vice, and Afliftance, to each other? If thw 
could not underfland, or bQ underftood by each 
other, they could neither give nor receive any 
Comfort, Afliftance, or Help from Society, and 
without fuch a Conmiunication it would be alv 
folutely impoffible tot fuch a Society to fubfifit 
in a word, no tnort Communication, no more 
Society. , 

For the better underfbnding the Neceflity 
of this Communication, let us take a nearer 
View of thofe particular Families amoi^ the 
Beafb^Birds, and Infedts^ that feem xhofl to want 
I and 



and to tife it, tfiofe I mean that live m Scv 
ciety. Among the Bcafts, we will particuhriy 
Confidef the Beaver, who for his fingular Saga-^ 
city. Patience, Indufhy, and Skill in Architec- 
ture, feems to excel all the quadruped Fami- 
ly. * ** The Beaver is a Creature particular- 
'* ly remarkable for the ufe made of his 
•* Skin, butmbftofall, for the Dexterity with 
** which he builds his Habitation, The Beaver, 
•* whether Male or Female, has four Bags un- 
** der his Inteftines, impregnated with a r?fi* 
•^ nous and Kquid Subftance, which when it is 
^ ejedted fettles into a thick Confiftencc, of whidi 
•* he makes a fingular ufe in the building his 
•' Habitation. The Phyficians ' call it Cajior^, 
** and prefcribe it as an excellent Remedy a^ 
^ gainft Poifons, Vapours, and other Indifpo- 
•* fitions; when it grows old, it blackens and 
«• degenerates into a dangerous Poifbn. He is 
** furni{h*d with three very ufeful Implements 
'^ for building, his Teeth, his Paws, and his 
•* Tail. His Teeth are flrong and deeply ri- 
•* veted into his Jaws, with a long and crooked 
*' Root; with thefe he cuts, as well the Wood 
«* for his Building, as that which fomkhes him 
** with his Food. His fore Feet rcfemble thofe 
«• of fuch Animals as hold what they cat in 
«* their Pafws, as Apes for inftancc. Rats, and 
« Squirrels ;. with thefe Feet, he digs, foftens, 
«^ and works the Clay, whiqh is extremely fcr- 
[^ viceablc to him. His hind Feet are accom- 
y modated with MembntneSj or largp Skios 

^* bctwten 
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** between his Toes like thofe of Ducks, and 
" other Water-Fowl. His Tail is long, a little 
*« flat» entirely covered with Scales, itipplied 
*' wit}^ Mufcles, and perpetually lubricated widi 
** Oil or Fat. This Animal^ who is an Ar- 
«* chited from his Nativity, ufes his Tail in- 
^' ftead of a Hod, for the . Conveyance of his 
" Clay or Mortar, ahd ^ Trowel to ipread and 
<^ form, it into, an incruAation ; the &ale$ pre- 
<< vent thefe Materials from penetrating the Tail 
<< with their Cold and Moi(hire } but the Sales 
^^ as well as the Tail would be bjured by the 
<* Air and Water, if it were not for the pre- 
^* vention of an Oil, which he diftributes all 
<' over them with his Soout; and the four Bags 
^' I have mentioned, are undoubtedly the Ma- 
^< gazine of th]» Fluid. 

^< The Beavers inhabit the iame Manfion 
'' in great Numbers, unleis violent Heats, or 
<< Inundadons, the Purluits of Hunters, Scar- 
" city of Provifions, or an extraordinary Incrcafe 
^< of their Of%ring oblige them to iepa« 
«* rate. In order to fix their Setdement, they 
^^ chuie a Situation that abounds with Provi- 
^^ fions, and is waih'd by a Rivulet, where they 
" may form a convenient Refervoir of Wafer 
** for their Bagnio. They begin with Build- 
" ing a Mole or Caufcy, in which the Water 
" may rife to a level with the firft Story of 
<* their Habitation. . This Caufey at the Foun- 
*^ dadon may contain ten or a dozen Feet in 
«< thicknels : it deicends in a flope on the Side 
•* next the Water, which in propQrtjion to its 
E *' Elevation 
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^* Elevation gravitates upon the Work, and 

*' prefles it with aftrong tendency towards the 

" Earth. The oppolite Side is raifed perpen- 

^* dicular like our Walls, and the Slope, wnich 

** at its Bafis is twelve Foot broad, diminifties 

^^ towards the top, whofe breaddi does not 

*« exceed two Feet. TheMaterials of this Work 

" are Wood and Clay. The Beavers with ad- 

** mirable facility cut the Pieces of Wood as 

*\ thick as one's Arm, others as large as one's 

«* Thigh, and from two to four, five, or fix 

•* Foot in length^; and fometimes mdce, in pro- 

^ poftfoil tothe Afcltftfof the Hope :-They drive 

<* the extremity of thefe very near each other 

*^ into the Earth, and take care to interlace them 

-<* with Other Stakes more flender and fiipple. 

«* But as the Water without (bme prevention 

'«* would glide through the Cavities, and leave 

« the Rcfervdr dry^ they have recourfc to a 

'*• Clay, wfcich ttey prefently know how to 

<* procurre, and with it ^they clofe up all the 

" Interftioes both within and without j and this 

** entirely prevents all Ev»:uation j ithey con- 

•* tinue to raife the Dyke proportionable to the 

'* Water's Elevation and Plenty. They arc like- 

** wife very fenfiblc, that their Materials are ifot 

** fo eafily tmnfporlpd by Land as by Water, 

*" and therefore take the Opportunity of its 

** increafe to fwim with Mortar placed on their 

^* Tails, and Stakes of Wood between their 

•^ Teeth, to every Plaoe where they fcave oc- 

^^ cafion for thofe Materials. If the Violence 

••* «of dhc Water, or-theFoot-fteps of Huateis, 

:., . : .wi. * ..J « who 
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/- who pais ofcrthearWcci, snzaet c ji asr 
/^ ckgice^ tfacrimoK&QK^rrt^drdicFacrzzc. 
'' vifit all die ££Dce^ ai ^ra 
^' ApplkadoQ icfat anl ski^ k^jmlj i l: 
'' pens to be ffiksoooiDd ; res ~ 
*' too frajoenthf pnwuri H- ar fi i inrr-^ 
^^ they aSj work in ibe Xiggr^ a: clib £ic:s- 
^' tinue tfaar fiatmcsv, 

'' When the Csmlej or Dnr s rTcrrTir-f, 
^* they bc^ to film dxar Cclk^ voud. «:r 
*^ round or oval AnnmBDts^ «iias xm -^r-rs 
*' Paitkioii%iaifedcMKjlxiicjaixbr,3K ^^^^ i 
'' £mk fadcrar the leid of dbtDrat, szc s:^:- 
" raUyfbU of Water; dKcdatwi £s jx^Krf 
" abcm it. They uifeli a b SLiaCL-L; ir i tctt 
<< folid manDcr oo die cdec ^ ^>^ ^^^t 
'^ arid ahvays in StaaoB^ Ark r: cat ixi W^ 
^' ter (hould afirod^ ifey msr rco?^ s i 
*^ hitler SknatioD; ifliiey £ads^ Ttrle I:V.i 
'^ near the Refenroir, dxr ic tbe DHrr-'-^g 
^' there, wlucfa ii llicn norr Icud, sod tbcr 
<^ leis incommoded widi the W^xr^ I:: vhkn 
^^ they are capable of i:y»::;m\Tg b^t a trcn 
^^ time : but ^dicy axe oot hTvaird whh iLls 
" Advanb^ they diire Stakes bto die E-mh 
^' with their Teofa, to fuciiiy the. Building 
" agauift the Winds and Water. At the b:>:- 
" torn they Arike out two Cpeniag^ to ibc 
'* Su'cam; one conducts them to '±c PLcc where 
" they bathe, and which they ai .vars kctp v;.:y 
" dso^t ; the other is a Pailagc to that qu^r- 
** ter, where they carry out every thing i::^t 
^' wouU ibil or rot the upper Ap&rtmenis. There 
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** is a third Aperture much higher, calculated 
" to prevent their being (hut up, when the 
*^ Ice has clofed the Openings into the lower 
" Lodgments. They Ibmetimes build their 
*^ Houfe intirely on the dry Land, and fink 
" Ditches five or fix Feet deep, in order to 
*• defcend to the Water. They employ the lame 
*^ Materials and Induftry in the Stradture of their 
*' Dwelling, as they ute for their Caufey. The 
" Walls of the Building are perpendicular, and 
" two Feet thick. As their Teeth are more 
" ferviceablc than Saws, they cut ofFall the Pro- 
** jedlions from the Wood, that ftand out beyond 
** the Perpendicular of the Wall, after which 
^* they work up a mixture of Clay and dry Grafs, 
" into a kind of Mortar, with which, by the 
•^ Aid of their Tails, they rough*caft the out 
^ and infides of the Work. 

** The Edifice is vaulted within like the 
" handle of a Bafket, and generally rifes in an 
" oval Figure. The Dimenfions are propor- 
" tioned to the number of the intended In- 
" habitants. Twelve Feet in length, and ten 
'' in breadth are fufficient for eight or tea 
*' Beavers; if the number increafes, they en- 
*^ large the Place accordingly. It has been at- 
*' ferted for a Truth, that there have been 
" found above four hundred of diefe Creatures 
*' in different Lodgments communicating with 
*' one another. Bat thefe popular Societies are 
*' very rare, becaufe they are too unmanage- 
" able and tumultuous, and the Beavers are 
*' generally better acquainted with their own 

** Interefls. 



*^ intcrcfts. They affociate to the number of 
" ten or a dozen, and fbmctimes a few more : 
" they arc a fet of amicable and fagacious In- 
** habitants, in whofe mutual Society they may 
•* propofe to fpend the Winter together in a 
" very agreeable manner ; they are gifted with 
*^ a natural Arithmetick, which enables them to 
** proportion the Place and Provifions to the 
« Neceflities of the Company ; and as it is cuC- 
<* tomary for every Individual to continue in 
^^ the conftant Poffcflion of his own Cell, they 
^* never charge themfelves with unneceilary Ex- 
'< pences for any accidental Guefls. • 

*' There are fome Beavers called Terours, 
" who make their abode in Caverns dug in a 
*' rifing Ground, cither on the Shore or at fome 
" diftance from the Water, to whkh they fcoop 
"out fubtcrraneah Trenches from their Ca- 
" verns, which defcend from ten to an hun- 
'' dred Feet in depth. Thefc Trenches fomifli 
*^ them with retreats fituated at unequal heights, 
"and wherein they enjoy a fhelter from the 
" Water when it afcends. Their Beds are 
^^ made of Chips, which ferve them inftead of 
" a Quilt; and of Grafs, which accommodates 
" them in the nature of a Feather- Bed* 

" All thefc Works, efpecially in the cold Re- 
" gions, are compleated in Auguft or Septem-^ 
>* ber ; after whicli Period, ihcy furnilh them- 
^* felves with Provifions. During the Summer 
" Seafon they regale themfelves with all the 
** Fruits and Plants the Country produces. In 
" the Winter they eat the Wood of the Afli, 

" ths 
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" the Plane, and other Trees, which they fteep 
" in Water, in Quantities proportionable to 
'^ their neceflary Confumption ; and they are 
*V fupplied with a double Stomach, to facilitate 
** the Digeftion of fuch a folid Food at two 
*' Operations^ They ait Twigs from three to 
** fix Feet in length ; the large ones are con- 
** veyed by feveml Beavers to the Magazine, 
^* and the fmaller by a fingle Animal : but they 
^^ take difForent ways, each Individual has his 
^^ Walk afligned him, to prevent the Labourers 
^* firom being interrupted by their mutual Oc- 
■* cafions. The Dimenfions of their Pile of 
•*^ Timber are regulated in proportion to the 
. *' number of the InhaUtants; and it has been 
" obferved, that the Provifion of Wood for 
^' ten Beavers, coniprehended thirty Feet in a 
** fquare Surface, and ten in thickncfs. Thefe 
" Parcels of Wood are not piled up in one con- 
*^ tioued Heap^ but laid crofe one another, with 
" Iptenftices between them, that they may the 
*^ hetter draw out what Quantity they want, 
'* and lalways take the Parcci at the bottom, 
'^ which lies in the Water : they cut this Wood 
*' into finall Particles, and convey it to their 
^' Cdls, where the whole Family come to re- 
** ceive their particular Share. Sometimes they 
" expatiate in • the Woods, and regale their 
** young with a new Collation. The Hunters, 
•* who are fenfibie that thele Creatures love 
" green Wood better than old, place a Parcel 
" of die former about their Lodge, and then 
" iiave ievcral Devices to cufuare tlicm. Wlien 

3 " the 



( 31 ) 

** the Wmtcr grows fevcw they Ibmctimcs break 
^' the Ice, and when the Beavers oome to the 
^' opening for the Benefit of the Air^ they idll 
^^ them with Hatchets, or make a large Aperture 
^^ inthe Icey«ndcoveritwithaveryftroogNe^ 
^' and then overturn the Lodge; upon wh^ the 
^* Beavers^ who thinktQeiib^ in their ufift^ 
^^ by flying tothe.Wateryandemeigingat the Hob 
^ in the Ice, fall into tl^ Snare, and are oksQ/" 

Among idie Birds let us take a View of the 
different Tribes of thofe which are partkrularly 
called Birds of Paffi^e, who pais in great Bor 
dies or Fk)ck$ from one Climate to anoth^ ; 
fome feeking for a cdd, others a hot^ others a 
temperate Region : iuph particularly as QiS^ls, 
Swdbws, Wild-Ducks, Plovers^ Woodcocks^ 
and Cranes ^. In the Springs the Quails p^ 
from uifrica/mto Europe^ to find a more tole^' 
rable and moderate Summer than they could 
enjoy in diteCbuntnr from wfac^ioe they came; 
Toward the clde of Autumn, they return over 
the Mediterranean to obtain in Barbary an4 
E^pt a g^tle heat, corre^ndent to the Qir 
mates th^ abandoned, when the Sun was qm^ 
the other fide of the EquaScH*. lliey take their 
flight in Troops, that £)metimes rejbmbje CloudSi 
th^ frequeotty cover Ships, and the Saikws|a^ 
them without difficulty. . j 

As ibr the Swalbws, it wasufually t)&ought 
idiat they croflfed the Seas at the digeitont'S0aioQS 
of the Year, but it is much more pnobable 
idhat in thefc Northern Oouuitv^s^ they concca,! 

/ "J ^.> ' thcmfelves 

.^ f Spedade de la Nature, DUh 1 1. p. 4S, 49* 5a 
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themfelves in the Caverns of the Earth, riveted 
to one another with their Claws and Bills. 
They flodc rto Pkces unfrequented by Men, or 
even bury themfelves in the Water ; die Precau- 
tion' they take to lubricate their Feathers with their 
own Oil/ and to roll themfelves up like a Ball, 
prcferves them in the Water, and even under 
the Ice, They are ther^ benumbed, and pais 
the whole Winter vdthout Motion. The Heart 
however has a conftant palintation, and the 
Warmth revives them at tne return of the 
Spring 5 they thenrevifit their former Habitations, 
and each Individual finds out his own Country, 
and even his particular City, Village, and Neft. 

As to WUd-Ducks and Cranes, both the one 
and the other^ at the approach df Winter, fly 
in queft of more favourable Climates: They 
allaflemble tat a certain Day, like Swallows and 
Quails, they decamp at the fame time, and 
'tis very agreeable to obferve their Flight ; they 
generally range themfelvesin a long Column like 
an I, or in two Lines united like a V rcverfed. 
The Duck or Crane who forms the Point, cuts 
tihe Air and facilitates a Paflfage to dx)le that 
follow ; but he is charged with this Commif- 
fion, only for a certain time, at the conclufion 
of whidi, he wheels about into the I^ear, and 
another takes his Poft. It is very common, but 
yet a very furprizing Obfervation, to fee how 
regularly the Swallows meet upon a certain Day, 
in wder to depart all together, and every Cir- 
cumfbnce of their Journey has fometbing in 
it almoil miraculous in their Progrefs over Seas 

and 
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»ftd ItbgdomS) one Jcnows not which to ad«i 
mire moil) the force that fufhins them in fy 
long a Paflage^ or the order in which the whole 
is accomplifhed. Who acquainted their Youngj 
that it would ibon be neceflary for them to 
foriake the Land of their Nativity, and travel 
into a ftrange Country ? Why do thofe who 
are detained in a Cage, exprefs fo much D\i* 
quietude at thctSeafbn for the ufual Departure^ 
and feem to be Afflidted at their Inability to 
join the Company ? What particular Bird charges 
nimfelf with the Care of aflembling a Council, 
to fix the Thy of their RenK)val ? Who founds 
the Trumpet to inform the Tribe of the Re- 
solution taken, that each Party may be pre- 
pared ? Whence have th^y their Almanack tq 
inftrudt them in the Seafon and Day when 
they are to be in motion ? Are they provided 
with Magiftrates and Officers to prelcrve the 
Difcipline which is fo extraordinary among them f 
For not one of them diQodges till the Procla- 
mation has been publifh^d, and not aDeferter 
is feen on the Day that fucceeds their Depar^ 
ture. Have they Charts to regulate their Voy- 
age by ? Are they acquainted with the Iflandd 
where they may reft, and be accommodated 
with Refrcfliments ? Are they furnifhed with 
a Compafs to guide theni infallibly to the Coaft 
they would fteer to, . without being difconcerted 
in their Flight by Rains or Winds, cm: the dif- 
mal Obfqurity of many Nights ? or are they 
endued with a Reafon JupiPigur to that of Man ^ 
who has not Courage to attempt fuch a Paflage, 

F without 
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Without a Multitude of Machines, Precautions, 
^d Provifiohs ? Where would be the Danger or 
Abfurdity of afcribing all this to Reafon ? A 
Reajbn limited and circumfcribed within the 
narrow Bounds of their own Sphere. A Rea^ 
jbn fufficient to diredt them to the Means of 
preferving and increafing their feveral Families, 
and anfwering the feveral Ends of their Being, 
and the Purpofes of their Creation. A Reafon 
notjuperiour to that of Matty b«aufe the Reajbn 
of Man is vaft and conlprehenfive, taking in 
the whole Compafs of Nature, looking forwards 
and backwards into Eternity j whereas the Sphere 
of Adion allotted to Brutes, is contradled into 
a very narrow Compafs, and confined to a few 
Articles of Life and Adion ; in which too, 
perhaps, the exquifite Structure of their Organs, 
and the Tenuity and Purity of their Juices and 
animal Spirits, not corrupted, or impaired by Lux- 
ury, and Intemperance, may, poffibly, give them 
yi confiderable Advantage over the greater part 
of the Human Species. But more of this in 
its proper Place. 

Let us next defcend to the various Tribes 
of Infeds, which, tho' vile and contemptible 
in their Appearance, yet each of them in their 
feveral Ranks and Stations proclaim aloud the 
infimte Wifdom and Ppwer of their Creator. 
-Their Vanety, their Difpofitions, their Sagacity, 
their Policy, their Induftry, the wonderful Pro- 
portion of their Organs, the Delicacy of their 
Strudhire, and a thouiand other Curiofities ol> 
fervable in every. Species^ are matter of infinite 
. Delight 



( 35 ) 

Delight and Pleafure to a curious and inquifi- 
tive Genius ; but were we able to examine them 
in a nearer View, could we be capable of know- 
ing the diredt Purpofes of infinite Wifiiom m 
their Creation^ the Relation they bear, and the 
harmonious PiX)portion they fland in to the uni- 
verfal Syiletn, : it would afford us infinite mat- 
ter of Aftoni^hment and Surprize, as well as of 
religious Reverence and Adoration to their Omr- 
nipotent Creator. Small and contemptible as 
they appear to us, they are really formed with 
the moft exquifite Symmetry, the moft delicate 
Proportion. Vulgar Prejudice may confider them 
as the EfFe<3: of Chance, and the Rqfufc of 
Nature; but an attentive Eye, aflifled by the 
helpx)f Microfcopes, discovers in them aftonifh- 
ing Marks of infinite Wifdom, which, far from 
negledting them, has been particularly careful 
to cloath, arm, and accommodate them with 
all the Inflruments and Faculties necefTary to 
their Condition. This it is * that has arrayed 
them, even to a degree of Complaifance,. by 
laying out fuch a Prpfufion of azure, green, 
and Vermillion, Gold, Silver, and Diamonds, 
Fringe, and Plumage, upon their Robes, thci* 
Wings, and the Ornaments of their Heads. We 
need only behold the Ichneumon, Spanijh Dra^ 
gon, and Butterfly, nay, a Caterpillar itfelf^ -to 
aftonifh us with this Magnificence. The fame 
infinite Wifdom, which has been fo liberal in 
their Ornaments, has completely armed them, 
for nudcing War, and a^aulting tl^eir Eneoues^ 

f Sp^a^ de la Kature. l>i0L i. f. 7| 8. 
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as well as defending themfelves. The genera* 
Uty of them are provided with ftrong Teeth, 
t double Saw, a Sting with two Darts, or vigo- 
rous Claws, and a fcaly Coat of Mail, for the 
Defence of their whole Body. The Safety of 
the greateft part of them confifts in the Agi- 
lity of their Flight, by which they eafily avoid 
the Danger that threatens them :. Some by the 
AiSftance of their Wings, others* by a Thread 
that fiipports them, when from the Leaves on 
which they live, they throw themfelves at a di- 
ftancc from their Enemy; and others by the 
Spring of their Hind-feet, whofe Elafticity im^ 
mediately launches tbem out of the reach of 
Danger, and when they are deftit^ite of Force, 
Stratagem, and Cunning, fupply the want of tho 
common and ordinary Means of their Prefer* 
vatjon. 

This is very wonderful j but our Wonder in- 
crcafes, when we attentively confider the diffe- 
rent Organs and Implements with which each 
of them work in their feveral Profcffions : Some 
^in, and have a couple of DiftafFs, and Fingers 
to form their Thread ; otheis make Nets and 
Lawn, and for that purpofe are provided with 
Shuttles, and Clues of Thread. There are fome 
who build in Wood, and are therefore fup^ 
plied with two Bills for cutting their Timber. 
Othprs make Wax, and have their Shops 
furnifti'd with Rakers, Ladles, and Trowels, 
Moft of them have a T^runk, more wonderful 
for its various Ufes than the Elephant's, and 
which K) fome fcrves for an Aleimbic for the 

diftiiUtion 
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diftillation of a Syrup Man can never imitate 5 
to others it performs the Office of a Tongue ; 
many employ it as a Drill for piercing, and the 
generality of them ufe it as a Reed for Sudtion. 
several, whofe Heads are fortified with a Tmnk^ 
a Saw, or a couple of Pincers, carry in the other 
extremity of their Bodies an Augur, which 
they lengthen and turn at difcretion -, and by 
that means dig commodious Habitations for 
their Families in the Heart of Fruits, under the 
Bark of Trees, in the Subftance of Leaves or 
Gems, and frequently in the hardeft Wockl itfelf. 
There are few who have excellent. Eyes, but 
have likewife an additional Benefit of a couple 
of Horns, or Antenna ^ that defend them 5 and 
as the Animal moves along, e^cially in the 
dark, make atryal of the Way, and difcover by 
a quick and delicate Senlation, what would de- 
file, drown, or endanger them 5 and if they find 
thefe Horns moiftened by any ofFenfive Liquor, 
or bend by the Refiftance of a folid Body, the 
Animal is warned of the Danger, and turns 
another way. Now all thefe Motions, even d 
the minuteft Animals, however accidental of 
capricbus they may appear to us, are as really 
dire<aed to a certain End, as tbofe of the largefl; 
Beings : we (hall find all the Sagacity and Cun- 
ning we admire in a Fox, for chufing himfelf 
an advantageous Kennel, providing for himfelf 
and his Family theNeceflaries of Life, ahd avoid- 
ing the Snare df the Gin, and the Perfccutioa 
of the Hunter : The lamelnduftry with whidi 
vrc fee a Bird biwld hfelf a convenient l^cft, pfcu 

vide 
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vide for the Subfiftence of itfelf and Young-oncs> 
and elude the Snares of the Fowler ; you will 
find the fame Care, the iame Sagacity, adtoa- 
ting the fmalleft Infed: for thePrefervation of 
itfelf and its minute Pofterity, The Parent is 
feldom, or never, deceived in thq natural Choice 
of Means for its own Prefervation, or the Se- 
curity anU Education pf its Young-ones, Dif- 
folve a Grain of Pepper in Water, you may 
difcover by the help of a Microfcope, Worrps 
of an incredible Smallnefs, fwimming in the 
Fluid. The Parent, who knows this to be their 
proper Nouriftiment, never lays her Eggs in any 
other Place. Look through a Microfcope at a 
Drop of Vinegar, there you will difcover a num- 
ber of little Eels, and never any other Animals, 
becaufe one particular Creature knows, that Vi- 
negar, or the Materials that compound it, is pro- 
per for her Family, and therefore depofits them 
cither in that Matter, or in the Liquor itfelf, 
and no where elfe. -f- In thofe Countries where 
the Silk-worm feeds at large in the Fields, her 
Eggs are only to be found on tlie Mulberry- 
tree : 'tis eafy to fee what Intereft determines 
her to that Choice. You will never find up- 
on a Cabbage any Eggs of the Caterpillar that 
cats the Willow ; nor fee upon the Willow the 
Eggs of any Caterpillar who feeds upon Cab- 
bage. The Moth fecks for Curtains, Woollen 
Stuff, drels'd Skins, or even Papcr^ becaufe its 
Materials are Fragments of Cloui, which have 
loft the bitter Flavour Qf Hemp, by the work- 

. t Speftacle de b Nature. Dial. L p. ip. 
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ing of the Paper-mill. In (hort, every Species 
of Animals, from Man the Lord of the Creation, 
to the minuteft Infedt that the naked Eye, or the 
Microfcope can difcover, aft with Regularity and 
Uniformity, with all the Marks of Wifdom, Sa- 
gacity, and Prudence, within their feveral Spheres 
of Adtion, for the Prefervation of their Being, 
the Propagation of their Species, and anfwering 
the feveral Ends and Purpofes of Providence in 
their Creation, and the Rank which they hold 

in the Syftem of Nature. But what am I 

doing ! —-Pardon me, Madam, my Purfuit of 
this copious and delightful Inquiry, has led mc 
off from the main Queftion I propofed to con- 
fider, which was, the Necefliiy of fome Lan- 
guage, fome Means of communicating the Sen- 
timents, Wants, Inclinations, and Defires of 
the Individuals of. every Society and Family, in 
order to confult and provide for the Safety and 
Happinefs of the whole. The mutual Wants 
of Society, the Care and Education of a Fa- 
mily, muft be in fome fenfe, and to a certain 
degree, the fame in all Societies and Familief 
of Birds and Beafts, Reptiles and Infe(fh, as 
well as of Men ; and without fome kind of Lan- 
guage, fome Method of Communication, thofe 
Wants could never be known, nor thofe Nc- 
ceflities effedlually fupplied. All Creatures, there- 
fore, that live in fociety, who divide the feveral 
Duties and Offices of that Society among the In- 
dividuals, who appoint to every Member their 
diltintft Offices, their peculiar Pofts, their parti- 
cular Provinces, muft of neceffity have fome Lan- 
guage, 
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^uage^ be it what it will, fincc, without this 
Help it is quite impoffiblc for any Society to fub- 
fift. Now, tho' all Animals do not incorporate 
{n large Societies, yet all have Families, domeftic 
Engagements, Cares, and Neceflities, which re- 
Quire mutual Help and Afliflance, and by con- 
fequence a certain Language, by which their mu-^ 
tual Wants, Inclinations, and Neceflities may be 
difcovered and made known to each other ; fy 
that every Species of Animals feem to have the 
fame want of a Language, of fome kind or ano- 
ther, as thole which live in great Societies : for 
as all Societies are but Aflbciations of Families or 
Individuak, whatever infers the Neceflity of a 
Language in one cafe, infers it equally in all. 

It would be hard to aflign a Reafon why Na- 
ture, or rather the all- wife Author of Nature, 
who always adls uniformly, (hould deny fome of 
them a Privilege he has granted to the reft. It 
is a general Obfervation that all the Produ<aion3 
of Nature are uniform, that as flie is fparing in 
Superfluities, fo fhe is rather profiife in things 
neceflary, and upon the whole does nothing in 
vain : but is it not necefTary that a Cbuple of 
Animals, joined to form a Houfhold and Fa- 
tiily together, a Cbuple of Birds for inftance, 
{houldbe able to underfhnd, and mutually to 
impart their Sentiments and Thoughts to each 
other ? Let us return to the old Suppofition of 
two Feeble abfolutely dumb, living together ia 
the fame Houfe, without the Afliftance of any 
other Perfon 5 I defy the Union to fubfift, if 
they have no means left of agreeing about their 

Affairs, 
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Affairs, and exprefling their mutual Wants and 
Neceffities. Two Sparrows, two Foxes, two 
Whales, will lie under the fame Impoffibility 
of living together ; and all the Inconveniencies 
of the dumb Society I have mentioned, will be 
feen in their refpedive Families : In a wo'rd, the 
Neceflity of a Language between a Husband 
and his Wife, to enable them to live together, 
upon which human Societies fubfift, is, in due 
degree, the fame in all the Species of Beings be- 
low them, in every Tribe and Family of the 
Brute-Creation.* Could it be fuppofed, that 
there were any Race of Animals in the Uni- 
verfe capable of producing their Kind in abro- 
lute Solitude, without the Intervention of a dif- 
ferent Sex, it muft be confefled the Faculty of 
Speech to them would be quite a ufelels Ta- 
lent : but wherever two Beafts, or two Birds, 
ihall ftand in an habitual Need of each other,' 
and form among them a lafting Society, they 
muft of neceflity fpeak to each other. How is 
it to be conceived, that in the Gallantry of 
their firft Addrefles to each other, their mutu- 
al Concern and Vigilance for each other's Wel- 
fare, and the neceflary Cares that attend the 
Education of their Families, they fhould not 
have a thoufand things to fay to each other > 
It is impofllble in the order of Nature, that a 
Sparrow, or a Turtle, that is fond of his Mate, 
fhould be at a lols for proper Expreflions to dif- 
cover the Tendernefs, the Jealoufy, the Angtr, 
the Fears he entertains for her, in the feveral In- 
♦ Philoibph. Arauicmcnt, p. ?(>, 57,- ^c 
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ddcnts of Life that mufl: arlie bety^I^t the; 
inoft loving Couple, . in the courfe of a long 
Cohabitation. He mufl fcold her when fhci 
plays the Coquet, he muft bully the Sparks th^ 
make Attempts apon her Virtue, he muft be abfc 
to under (land her when fhe calls to him ; he; 
muft, whilft flie is affiduoufly fitting upon her 
Brood, be able to provide Neceflaries for her, 
and know diftindly what it is fhe wants or 
calls for,' whether it be fomething to eat, or 
Materials to repair her Neft 5 in all which, a 
Language, of fome fort or other, is abfolutcly 
neceffary. 

Our Author reafons fo pertinently and con- 
fiftendy upon this Head, that I ftiall chufe to 
give you the two or three following Paragraphs 
in his own Language. 

*^ Many Beafts, one will iay, have not a fet- 
** tied and permanent Houftiold like BirfJs, (for 
" by-the-bye, Birds are the moft perfect Mo- 
*' del of conjugal Conftancy and Fidelity:) this 
** I very well know, and their Number is 
*^ even very great. Such are Dogs, Horf^, Deer, 
*' and almoft all Quadrupeds, Fifties, and Rep- 
** tiles. But I ftiall always infift upon a Prin- 
*^ ciple, granted and acknowledged as certain 5 
*^ Nature is too much like herfelf in Productions 
'^ of one and the fame Genus, as to have put 
'^ between Beafts fo eflential a Difference, as 
^^ that of Speaking, or not Speaking at all, 
'* would be. Upon this Principle it is, that 
*' though we hardly know the Seeds of Coral, 
\[ of Muftirooms, of Truflcs, or Fern, we are 

'^ nevertheleis 



" lieverthelefe perfuaded that thefe Plants pro- 
*^ cced from Seeds, becaufe it is the manner 
'* in which Nature produces all the reft. Let 
*' us then conclude, that if Nature has given 
^ to Beafts (or Aniaials) living in Society, and 
f in a Family, the Faculty of Speaking j {he 
^^ hasdoubtleis beftowed the fame Advantage 
^ on all the reft. For we are not now upon 
** thofe accidental Differences which Nature 
** loves to divcrfify in the different Species of 
*' dbc fame Genus : there are noC, perhaps, ifi 
" the whole World two Faces perfectly alike ; 
^ but yet all Men have a Face. There arc 
'* among the feveral Species of Animals Diffc- 
** rences ftill greater : fome have Wings, others 
** have Fins, fome Feet and Legs -, the Serpents 
*' have none of thefe : but all Animals have 
*^ the Faculty of moving and traniporting thcm- 
'^ fclvcs whei^eyer they pleafe, according to 
'^ their Wants. Among Animals there are fome 
" that fee and hear more or ld& perfedly ; but 
*^ yet they all- hear aod fee. It is the iame thing 
'^ with the FaiKulty 6f Speech; this Faculty, 
" perhaps^ is more perfect in the Beafts which 
*^ live in Societies. .^ form Families ; but it 
" being in fome^ we muft belieyq it to be hi 
** allof lihem^ iKit;more orleftrpcrfeft, aceord- 
^ iiag to theyr ; rtfpedive ^ V7an t^. ; 

*Mt is qvcn.ohfervaUe, that the Animds 
^^ .who live niither in Society, nor in a fcttted 
^ Family,, yit have in. each Species a fort <>£ 
9 O^iitteooci^.«r'6qciety among, themfelv*. 
^ Si^cJ^jm tiae O^drupefl^. tji Fi(h^. *e 
::;: '* . '^ "G 2 *' Reptiles, 
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" Reptiles, the Birds themfelves independently 
*^ of their Houftiold, as Starlings, Partridges, 
** Ravens, Ducks, and Heps. Now what Ad- 
*' vantage could thefe Creatures have by endea- 
** vouring to live in Society one with anothei^ 
" if they did it not for mutual Afliftance, and 
** reciprocally to have the Benefit of their Know- 
*^ ledge, Discoveries, and of all the Helps they 
** can aflFord each other ; and how could they do 
*' fo, if they do not underftand one another ? 
" All the Arguments I have already ufed to 
" prove, that the Creatures which live in So- 
** cietymuft have a Language, here again find 
** their Place and their whole Energy. All the 
** Difference muft be only in the Degrees of 
** Plus and Minus '^ and if we judge of this only 
*' by Matters of Fads, perhaps there is no dif- 
" ference at all. 

' ** The Wolves, forinftance, hunt with great 
•* Skill, and together contrive warlike Strata- 
** gems. A Man croffing a Frith, faw a Wolf 
" who feemed to be watching a Flock of Sheeji. 
*' He informed the Shepherd of it, and advifcd 
*^ him to caufe the Animal to be purfued by 
" his Dog: I (han't be fuch a Fool, replied the 
** Shepherd ; the Wolf yonder is there only to 
*^ divert my Attention, and another Wolf who 
** is working on the other fide, only watches . 
^* the Moment when I fhall fet my Dogs upon 
** this to fnatch one of my Sheep fi-om mt. 
'* The Man who was paffing by, willing to 
•^ be fetisfied of the Fadt, promifcd to pay for 
*^ the Sheep % afid the thi^ happened^ jofts 
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*^ the Shepherd faid it would. Does not a Stra- 
*^ tagem fo well concerted evidently fuppofe 
** that the two Wolves had agreed together, 
** one to ihew, and the other to hide himfelf ? 
** Now how is it poflible to agree in this man- 
'* ner without the nelp of Speech ? 

'* A Sparrow finding a Neft that a Martin 
** had juft built, ftanding very convenient for 
him, pofleft himfelf of it. The Martin 
feeing the Ufurper in her Houfe, call'd for 
help to expel him. A thoufend Martins came 
** fiill fpeed and attacked the Sparrow : but the 
" latter being covered on every fide, and pre- 
*' fenting only his large Beak at the Entrance 
" of the Neft, was invulnerable, and made the 
" boldeft of them, who durft approach him, 
** to repent their temerity. After a Quarter 
*^ of an Hour's Combat, all the Martins dis- 
appeared. The Sparrow thought he had 
got the better, and the Spectators judged 
" that the Martins had abandoned their Un- 
** dertaking. Not in the leaft. Immediately 
** we faw them return to the Charge; and 
each of them having procured a little of that 
tempered Earth, with which they make their 
Nefts, they all at once fell upon the Spar- 
*^ row, and inclofed him in the Neft to perifti 
** there, tho* they could not drive him thence. 
** Can you imagine. Madam, that the Martins 
" could have been able to hatch and concert 
'** this Defign all of them together, without fpeak- 
^ ing to each other ? 
"" '- ^* Wonders 
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. ^' Wanders are recounted by Travellers of 
'* tht Moiikeys^ when tbey go a plundering i 
" a Troop of Soldiers when they go a For- 
** raging, cannot march in greater Order, or 
." with roore Precaution. I could nacntion, and 
*^ you can eafily recoiled a thoufand other In- 
•* ftances of the fame Nature ; but this would 
^^ require a Volume, and I asixi only at fuf^xxt- 
" ing niy Argument, Men hitherto have aU 
" ways made ufe. of thefc Inftances to prove 
" that Beaft$ have a knowing Faculty 5 and they 
" have been in the right fo to do, bccaufeit 
" is really inconceivable, that Beafts can do fiich 
** lingular A<9:ions without Knowledge, but W0 
*^ have not fu/Rciently examined into theMc-» 
" rits and Bottom of this Queftion; for if it be 
" abfolutely impoffible for Beafts to perform 
" thefe Actions without fpeaking, we are more- 
*' over obliged to conclude, that they have % 
*^ Faculty of ipeaking to each other. Now^ 
" Madam, I would beg of you here to ob- 
*^ ferve, that this is not an Opinion or a Syiiiem 
" founded upon meer Conjedture or probaUe 
** Explications, but an Argument fupportcd by 
** fenfible and palpable Fafts j I fay fenfiWe Mat- 
-" ters of Fa<a, fuch as thefe I have juft been 
" alledging, and a thoufand others of every 
^ Kind. Enter into a Wood where there are 
*^ a Parcel of Jays, the firfl: then that fees ycm 
" gives the Alarm to the whole Troop. Mag* 
^^ pyes. Blackbirds, and almoft all the Feather* 
^^ ea Kind do the fame. . Let a Cat but {ho9t 
^ Imriclf tipon the top of a Houfe, or in a Gar* , 

I « den, 
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f ^ den, the very lirft SparroNV that perceives her,- 
^' exad:ly does what a Centinel does among U9^ 
f ' when he perceives an Enemy 5 he by h» 
5^ Cries warns all his Companions, and leems 
■^ to imitate the Ndfe of a Drum beating a 
f* March. See a Cock near his Hen, a Dove 
f* near the Female he is courting, a Cat fol- 
" lowing his Nlate, there is no end of their 
f * Difcourfes, till there is an end of their Court- 
55 fhip. But there is one important Reflcdioit 
t^ yet behind, which in my Opinion is little 
** leis than Demonftration. We every day 
f^ Ijpeak to Beafb, and they undcrftand us very 
f* welh The Shepherd makes himfclf under- 
** ftood by his Sheep, but particularly by his 
f* Dog that attends him. The Cow^ under- 
f' fland all the Milkmaid lays to them. Many 
f* a profound Converiation pafles between the 
^^ Sportiman and his Dogs ; the Groom and his 
" Horfcs 5 the Lady and her Parrot -, Mife and 
** her Cat ; we fp^ to them all, and they 

V underftand us; they in their turn fpeak to 
'^ us, and we underftand them. How much more 
f ^ probable is it, that they ipeak to and underftand 
" each other \ for with regard to them, we can 
*^ fpeak no other than a foreign Language ; and 
" if Nature has enabled then> to foeak a foreign 
i* Langus^^ how can £he have remfed them tlic 

V Facility of fpeaking and underftanding a Na- 
** tural one ? This can hardly be conceived. 

}^ But though we fhould allow Uiulerftand- 

V ing and Language ,to the feveral Species of 
<* Bwftfi^ girds, and ha&t&s j. What Aall we do 
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with the Fiflies and Reptiles 5 What can we 
fay for them ? Has Nature been as boun- . 
^* tiful to them as to the reft, mufl: we al- 
^* low them to have Speech and Underftand- 
*^ ing ? Can they underftand and converfe with 
" each other ? Can we imagine a Converlation 
** betwixt two Fifties, two Ants, or two 
" Worms ? The Birds indeed fing, the Dogs 
^' bark, the Wolves howl. Sheep bleat, Lions 
^^ roar, Oxen low, Horfes neigh ; this every 
** body hears and knows : but who ever heard 
** the Language of a Fifti, or the Converfa- 
" tions of Worms and Caterpillars? What- 
" ever Difficulty there may be in hearing or 
" explaining their Language, I think there can 
be but little in apprehending they have one, 
upon the fame general Principles laid down 
" before s and fince there is a ftrong Prefump- 
'* tion that all other Species have it, as arifing 
^* from the Necefllity ot their Nature ; the Pre- 
" fumption feems equally flxong for them as 
" for the reft. But the Difficulty lies in be- 
" ing able to know and diftinguifti it, part 
** of them live in an Element forbidden to 
" us, and many of the others efcape our Sight 
by their fmallnefs. But how do we know 
** that Fiflies have not as many and perhaps 
" more vocal Expreffions than the Birds thcm- 
" felves ? They all of them feem to be form- 
" ed upon the fame Model ? Some fly, others 
** fwim ; but flying and fwimming are one 
•* and the fame Motion, the Diflfercnce is only 
** in the Element. We are told in the Book 
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of GenefiSy ch. i. v. 20. that God created at 
the lame time beth Fifhcs and Fowls from 
the Bofom of the Waters. Fifhes have five 
Serifcs as wbll as Birds and other Animals, 
and why ftiould they riot have the Faculty 
of Speaking as well as the reft? It is true, 
we cannot hear them ^ Ipeak or fing, but it 
is perhaps for want of proper Organs to hear 
them. Thfe Water is throughly penetrated' 
with Air which the Fifties breathe. Why may 
they ndt with that Air, and by means ot 
a Spring equivalent to the^onguc and Throat,' 
form Vibrations and Sounds too nice and de- 
licate for our Ears, but which are cafily heard 
and underftood by their own Species ? The 
Ear of Miali is extremely coarle, which is 
the r6fult of a neccffiuy Providence; for were 
our Ears fenfible of the minuteft Vibrations 
of the Air we live in, we fliould be for 
ever ftunned with a thouland confofed Noifes, 
which would nev^ permit us to diftinguifti 
any one of them. There are then certainly 
in the Air many Sounds tvhich we do not 
hear ; fuch as, for inftance, the Noife of a 
Silk-Worm gnawing a Mulberry Leaf j if he 
is alone, or there are but few of them to- 
gether, no body can hear them : but put a 
a certain Number of them in a Cabinet/ and 
then all thofe little Noifes joined in unifon, 
become mighty fenfible to our Ears. How 
much more is it poflible, that there may be 
in the Water Noifes infenfible to'us, and that 
Fifties may by that meaha fpeak, without 
H **' being 
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^^ being auditde to us : at kaft I delight in 
*' thinking fo, not to rob any part of the Cre-^ 
^' ation of thofe Perfeftions which Nature ufes 
^\ to beftow on all : nor could I think, with-^ 
^^ out a kind of philofbphical Melanchdiy, 
'' that (he had doomed to eternal Silence, in- 
^^ numerable Naitions, which inhabit the Im- 
^Smenfity of the Seafi and Rivers. Silence isf 
^' the Portion of the Dead ; Speaking entitens 
" Ae Living themfelves. You may laiigh, and 
** be as merry as you pleafe upon mv ipeak- 
^ ing Fkh, as doubtle& he was laughea at that 
*^ firtft mentioned a flying Fi(h, and yet the 
^' one may chance to prove «s true as the 
*:' other. 

, *' The Reptiles dnd Infedb ^fe juft in the 
" fame Cafe. There afe many kiqds of Rep- 
** tiles which have very diftin^ vocal Ey- 
** preflions; iiich as Scrpcnt$, Frogs, and TcJads : 
*^ and confcqijently, arguing upon the Priociple 
^y of the Umformity of Nature, we are inti- 
•' tied to fuppofe an Equivalent in the reft; 
^^ not to mention fupplemental Miens/ Looks^ 
" and Geftures. It is not quite fo with the 
*' Infeds : there is no Species of them, that we 
" know of, that has vocal Expreflion, pro- 
" perly fo called : The Cry of t^e Cricket, the 
" finging or chirping of the Grafhopper, the 
** Noife of certain Butterflies, and the hum- 
^^ ming of Flies, are not properly vocal Sounds, 
" but^ Noifes caufed by the trembling of a 
*' lyiembrane. But what of all that ? It can- 
" QOt be doubted^ but that the Cry of the 
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^^ Cricket and Gmfhopper, ferves ttem to call 
*' leach other in order tp meet, and, very likc- 
^^ ly, to converfe. It may be thought that the 
** hunwning of the Flies likewife ferv« them 
to know each other in every Society, cither 
by the Uniformity or Unifon of the Tone, 
or imperceptible Differences not within our 
^^ reach, which may be equivalent to vocal Ex- 
** preflions, and is at the fame time a Proof, how 
*^ Nature, always uniform as to what is gene- 
^^ ral and effential, is, at the fame time, ingeni- 
^' ous in varying the Means and Particulars of 
** of her own Produdtions. Now, what Nature 
^^ has done for fbme Infeds, fhe has certainly 
" done for all. 

^* iThere is, for inflance, a particular Sort of 
" Spiders, which have a very fii^lar Method 
" of teftifying to each other their Defire of 
*^ being together. The Spider that wants Com-» 
" pany, ftrikes, with I know not what Inftru- 
*' ment, againft the Wall or Wood where fhe 
** has fettled, nine or ten gende Blows, nearly 
" like the Vibrations of a Watch, (which there- 
^* fore the Ignorant and Superftitious call a Death-^ 
^^ watch) but a litde louder and quicker ; after 
** whkh (he flays for an Anfwer : if fhe hears 
** none, fhe repeats the fame by Intervals for 
** about an Hour or two, refuming this Exer- 
*' cife, and refling alternately Night and Day. 
*' After two or three Days, if fhe hears no- 
s^ thing, fhe changes her Habitation, till fhe 
** finds one that anfwers her. It is another Spi- 
*^ der that anfwers her exadtly in the fame man- 
H 2 '' ner. 
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** ner, and, as it were, by Echo. If thelat- 
'' ter likes the Propofal, the Converfetion grows 
" brifker, and the beating becomes mcwe , fre- 
** quent. Give attention to it, and you will 
*Vfind by the Noife that they gradually ap- 
^' proach each other, and that the Beatings 
*f come at laft fo clofe, that they are confound- 
^^ ed, after which you hear no more Noife ; 
*5 very likely the reft of the Converfation is 
'^ whifper'd, ^ I have oftentimes amufed my- 
" felf in making the Echo of a Spider, 
*^ which I have heard beating, and whofe 
*' Noife I imitated, and {he anfwered me punc- 
" tually 5 fhe fonjetimes even attacked me, and 
*^ began the Converfation : I have often given 
** that Diverfion to feveral People, and made 
** them believe it was a familiar Spirit. 

** How many like Diicoveries might we make 
*^ upon Infedls, if our Organs were delicate 
*' enough to fee and perceive their Airs and 
*' Motions, to hear their Voices, or what Nature 
•* has allotted them iaftead of Voices, I make 
** no doubt, but we (hould find in Ants, Bees, 
** Worms, Scaraba?us's, Caterpillars, Palmer- 
*^ worms, Mites, and all the Infed:s, a Language 
" defigned for their Prefervation, and the fup- 
*^ ply of their Wants. And as there are certain 
*' Species of Infedts, in which we obferve great- 
*' er Induftry and Knowlege than in large Ani- 
*' mals, it is not improbable that they havelike- 
*• wife a more perfed Language in proportion, 
•* always confined. however to the NeceflariesoT 
" Life." 

Thus 
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' Thus far I have tranfcribcd almoft intirely 
from the ingenious Author, who upon this Head 
talks more like a Philofbpher, than in any 
other part of his Work. But were we now to 
enter into a minute Examination of the various 
Labours, the indefetigable Application, the pub- 
lick Spirit, the regular Policy, the exaft Oecono- 
my of the feveral Families of Infe(fts, Bees, 
Ants and Wafps in particular, of which you find 
moft furprizing Accounts in SpeBacle de la Na^ 
ture^ and other learned Writers, it would be 
very hard to account for them, any otherwife 
than by allowing fome mutual Means of Com- 
munication betwixt the Individuals of each So- 
ciety, which we may venture to call a Lan- 
guage, or fomething analogous to it ; and why 
fhould we be afraid of allowing this, when we 
confider, that even the moft inarticulate Sounds 
are a kind of Language to fome part of the 
Creation or other ; nay, I may venture to add, 
even to ourfelves. Do not the Drum and Tram- 
pet fpeak to the Soldier ? Does not every mu- 
fical Sound fpeak to fome part of our Nature ? 
How are we excited by fome to martial Rage 
and Fury, foften'd by others into jovial Mirth 
and Pleafures and diflblute Luxury; and melted 
by others into the tendereft Sentiments of Pity 
and Compaffion, and fometimes even into Tears? 
Nay, the moft difcordant and grating Sounds 
have a Power over us 5 they make di^greeable 
Impreflions, and excite painful Senfations in us ; 
they difcompofe and diflipate the Spirits, they 
feem to curdle the Blood, like Acids thrown into 

Milk, 
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Milk, they enfeeble the whole nervous Syftem> 
ibey fi>read a Trembling throi^ our Joincs» 
and Pdbne^ over our Faoes^ and make the flout- 
«ft Heart to tremUe. Mr. Collier^ has fome- 
where in his Eflays, carried this Thought fo far 
as to fency, that fuch a Concert of difcordant 
Sounds, or Anti-mufic, might be compofed, as 
fhould fink the Spirits, fhake the Nerves, cur- 
dle the Kood, and infpire Defpair, Cowardice, 
and Confternation into all that hear it. 'Tis pro^ 
bable (ikyshe, Partll. page 24.) that the roar^ 
ing of Lions ^ th warbling of Cats and Screechy- 
Owls^ together with a Miscture of the bowling of 
Dogs J (to which I coujd add fome other Sounds, 
which I . tremble to think of) judicioujly imi" 
tated and compounded^ might go a great way 
in this Invention : And propofes it as a very 
ufeful Improvement for the military Service, to 
ftrike a Terror and Panic into an Enemy 5 
pot confidering, that the Performers in this in- 
fernal Concert, and their Friends about them, 
would be in more Danger than the Enemy, 
who would be further removed from the dis- 
cordant Sounds, and confequently from the ter- 
rible Impreflion.— -This by-the-bye. — But in ge- 
nei;al we may venture to affirm with the Apo- 
ftle, Ihat amongjl that almoft infinite Variety of 
Sounds and Voices that are to be heard thrd the 
whole Creation, there is not fo much as one with^ 
out its Signification. 1 Cor. xiv. 10. 

Well ! Madaoij thus far, I think, our Au- 

^thor and we are pretty well agreed, that Brutes 

have Undcrfianding to know and exprefs their 

Wants^ 
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Wants, and provide for their Ncceffities ; and a 
Lafiguage, or fomething equivalent to it, to de- 
mand and give mutual Advice and Afliftance. 
Here, I thinks we muft make a Stand, we can 
go no further : their Language, however known 
to them^ is quke unknown taus ; but could we 
convert with them in their own L^guage, as 
our renown'd and ingienjous Countryman Gsiflt. 
Lemuel Gulliver dki with the Nation of Uie 
Hmbynmms^ we might then perhaps have Rea- 
ion to agree with him, that they tnink and ad: 
more rationally, have more Senfe, more Ho- 
nour, and more Virtue, are better Phibfi^erSp 
and deeper Pc^ticians, than ibme of the iineft 
Folks in Great Britain.-^'^ThG ooly Difference 
now between us is, how to account for theie 
iurprizing Faculties, that they are not the Ef- 
feds of mere Matt^ and Motion ; that they vaft- 
ly exceed all the Powers of Mechaniihi, he re«- 
dify con&fles, and (o I think muft you add L 
But fpiritual Powers and Facuhies, widiout a 
ipiritual Sut^eft to which they belong, and in 
which they refidc, is a ihocking Abfurdity. 
Well, and bow does he get rid of this Diffi^ 
culty ? You ihall hear mm. Madam, in his 
own Words, Ftgp lo. Reafan (fays he) natit-- 
rally inclines us to believe that Beajis have a 
fpiritual Soul \ and the only thing that oppofes 
, this Sentiment, is the Conjequenees that might be 
inferred from it. If Brutes have a Souly that 
. Soul muji be either Matter or Spirit^ it mujl 
. be one ^the two ; and yet you dare affirm nei- 
ther. Tou darjt not foy it is Matter^ becaufe 
' .. ' lou 
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you mujl then necejfarify fuppofe Matter to be ca^ 
pabk ^ Thinking 'y nor will you fay that it is 
Spirit^ this Opinion bringing with it Confequen-- 
ces contrary to the Principles of Religion ; and 
this among others ^ that Men would differ from 
Beajis^ only by the Degrees ofViws and Minus, 
^hich would demolijh the very Foundations of all 
Religion. \T[herefore^ iflcanekdealltbefeCdnfe'- 
quinces y if I can ajjign to Beajls afpiritual Soul^ 
without ftriking at the DoHrines ofReligion^ it 
is evident that my Syjlem^ l^i^g moreover the 
moft agreeable to Reajon^ is the > only warranta^ 
bk Hypothefis. Now IJhall^ and can do it with 
the greateji Eafe imaginable. I even have means ^ 
by the fame Method^ to explain many very ob^ 
fcure Paffages in the Holy Scripture^ and tore-- 
folve fome very great Difficulties ^ which are not 
well confuted. This we Jhall unfold in a morepar-^ 
ticular Manner. 

And, in good truth. Madam, you will find 
the Matter as particular as the Manner. An 
Hj^thcfis, fo wild and unphilof(X)hical, lb con- 
tr^ to Reafon and Scripture, lo fliocking to 
common Senfe, delivered with fuch an aiTuming 
Air, and fuch dogmatical Language, could 
furely proceed from nothing but an Excefs of 
Vanity, or Contempt of his fine Lady's Under- 
ftanding. But I (hall detain you from it no lon- 
ger, but give you as fhort and plain a View of it as 
I can 5 and, as near as poflible, in his own Words. 

Page II. Religion teaches usy that the De- 

vils, from the very Moment they hadjintied^ were 

' reprobate J arid that they were doomed to burn for 

% rver 



€vef in Hell I but the Church has not as yet de^ 

t ermine d whether they do aSlually endure the Tor^ 

ments to which they are condemned: it may then 

be thought they do not yet Jiiffer thenty and that 

the Execution of the Verdi SI brought againjl them 

is rejeroed for the Day of the final judgment ^^^ 

Page 13, Nqfw what 1 pretend to infer from hence 

isy that till Doom' s-day comes ^ Gody in order not- 

to fuj^er fo many Legions of reprobate Spirits to be 

of no tfjey has di fir i bated them thro' the fe^veral 

Spaces of the fForldy to ferve the Defigns of hit 

Providence^ and make his Omnipotence to appear^ 

Some continuing in their natural State^ bujy 

themfelves in tempting Men, in feducing and tor- 

meriting them^ either immediately ^ as JobV Dc- 

vily arid thofe that lay hold on human Bodies^ 

or by the ^niniftry of Sorcerers or Phantoms. 

T}>efe wicked Spirits, are thofe whom the Scrip-^ 

ture calls the Powers of Darknefs^ or the Pow^ , 

ers of the Air. Gody with the others^ makes 

MillidHs ofBea/ls of all kinds ^ which ferve for 

thej)vd)^aiUjesofMan^ which fill the Univerfe^ 

and^'caufe the JVifdom and Omnipotence of the 

CriatWtobe admired : By that means I can ea^ 

fly<bnceive howy on the one hand ^ the- Devils can 

tempt us y and on the other , ho^v Bea/fs can think ^ 

knoiii>s "bOM-'SentimentSy and a fpiritual Soul^ 

witJJout any way firiking at the Do^rines of 

Religion. I am no' longer furprized to fee them 

have Dexterity y Forecaft^ Memory^ and ^udg^ 

ment'4 ' Tfhould rather have occa /ion to wonder at 

their having no morfy fince their Soul^ very lik^ 

fyy ismoreperfeSf thammrs : But 1 difcover the 

'^afsm4if4his^ it is-becaufe in Beajis as well as in 

*- - I • Qur 
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our fehesj the Ope?'atiom of the Mind are de^^ 
pendent on the material Organs of the Machine 
tp which it is united ; , and thefe Organs bpng 
grojfer and lefs perfedi in Beajls than in uSy it 
follows^ that the Knowledge^ the Thoughts j and 
the other fpiritual Operations of Beajts^ ^ufiof 
courfe be lefs per f eh than ours : a^4 if^k^f^ 
proud Spirits know their own difmal State^ . 
what an Humiliation, muji it be to tbem^ thus 
to fee themfehes reduced to the Condithn- of 
Beafis! But whether they know it or nOyfofhame^ 
Jul a Degradation is Jlill with regard to themy 
that primary Effect of the divine Vengeifnce I 
ju/l mention dy it is an anticipated HeH. P. 
17. Having mentioned the Prejudices ag^in/i 
this HypothefiSj fuch as particularly tke- f^lea^ 
fare which People of Senfe and Religion take in 
Beajls and Birds ^ efpecially all forts of Dome- 
flick Animals -y he proceeds : Do we love Beajls 
for their own fakes ? No. As they are alto- 
gether Strangers to human Society^ they can have 
no other Appointment^ but that of being ufefuland 
amufing. And what care we^ ijohether it be a 
jDevily or any other Creature^ that ferv^s aruk 
fimufes us t T'he thought of ity far from fiQck-- 
ingy pleajes me mightily. I with Gra(itud^ ad- 
mtre the Goodnefs of the Creator^ wbg ga^e m(, 
too many little Devils to ferve and amufe me. 
If I am toldy that thefe poor Devils ar^ doomed. 
to fuffer eternal Tortures^ I admire Qfi^s De^ 
4:reeSy but I have no manner offhar^ in this 
dreadful Sentence*, I leave the Execution of it /« 
the Sovereign Judge^ and notwitbfiandii^.thfs^ 
J[ live with my little JQevils^ as Jid^ ^ifb a MuJt 
I ^ titude 
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titnde of Peopky rf whom Religion infor'rHs mty 
that a great Numbej^ Poall be damned. But the- 
cure of a Prejudice is not to be effected in a 
Moment y it is done by Time and Rejie^im ; give 
me leave then lightly to touch upon this liifficuity^ 
in order to objerve a very important Thing to you. 
Perfuaded as we are^ that Beajls have Ih^ 
telligencey have we not all of us a tboufand timet 
pitied them for the excejjive Evilsy which the 
majority of them are expojed to^ and in reality 
jitffer ? Horn unhappy is the Condition of HorfeSy 
we are apt to fay ^ Jeeing a Horfe whom an un^ 
merciful Carman is murdering with Blows ! How 
miferabk is a Dog whom they are breaking for 
Hunting I How dijmal is the Fate of Beajis 
living in Woods ^ they are perpetually expojed to 
-the Injuries of the Weather^ always feized with 
Apprehenfions^ of becoming the Prey of Hunters^ 
or ojfome wilder Animal^ for ever obliged^ after 
long Fatigue^ to look out for fome ppor infipid 
Foody often juffering cruel Hunger ^ and jubjeB 
-moreover to illnejs and Death I if Men arefub^ . 
jeB to A multitude of Mijeries that overwhelm 
'themy Religion acquaints us with the reajbn ofit^ 
viz. their being born Sinners : but what Crimes can 
Beajis have committed^ by Birth to be fubjedf 
ttf Evils fo very cruel ? IVhat are we then to 
'think (p. 19.) (fthe horrible Exce£e5 of Miferies 
underg^e by Be^fts : Mijeries indeed^ fdr grea- 
ter tbdn thoje of Men ? This is in any other Sy- 
fern art incomprehenftble Myjlery ; whereas no^ 
thing is. more eajy to be conceived from the Syftem 
' ipropofe. The rebellious Spititi dejerve a Pu- 
mJhmentfiiU 'Entire i-ig^fovf^andi^ppy is itpr 
I 2 them 
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them that their Punijhment is deferred', in a 

word^ God's Goodnefs is 'vindicated^ Man him'- 

Jelf is jujlified: for what Right can we have 

without Necefjity^ and often in the way ofmeer 

Diver Jiony to take away the Life cff Millions of 

Beafts^ if God had not mthori%edhimfo to doZ. 

And Beafls being asfenfible as our felves of Pain 

and Death ^ how could ajuft and merciful God 

have given Man that Privilege ^ if they were not 

fb many guilty ViSlims of the Divine Vengeance ? 

Btit hear Jlill Jometbing more convincing^ and 

of greater Confequence : Beajisy by Nature^ are 

extremely Vicious. We know well that they ne-- 

ver fin^ becaufe they are not free ; but this is 

.the only Condition wanting to make them Sinners. 

^be Voracious Birds andBea/is of Prey are cruel i 

Many InfeSls of one and the fame Species devour 

each other. Cats are perfidious and ungrateful^ 

Monkeys are mifchievous^ Dogs are envious. All 

Beafls in general are jealous and revengeful to 

excefs ; not to mention many other Vices we o^ 

ferve in them\ and at the fame time that they 

are by Nature Jo very vicious^ they have, fay 

we, neither the liberty, nor any helps to refifl 

the Byafs that hurries them into Jo many bad 

ASlions. T^hey are^ according to the Schools^ ne^ 

cefjitated to do Evil, to difconcert the general Or^ 

der, to commit whatever is in Nature mo ft con^ 

trary to the Notion we have of natural Jujiice^ 

and to thePrinciples of Virtue. What Monfters 

are thefe^ in a IVorld originally created for Order 

^andjufiice to reign inf. This is in good part 

what formerly perfuaded the Manicheans, ^hat 

there were ofmcej^y two Orders ofXhings, one 

L 1 good. 
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good^ dkd the other bad-, aitd that Beafls were 
not the Work oj the good Principle. A monftrous 
Error ! But how then Jhall we believe that 
Beajis came out of the ha?2ds of their Creator 
with ^alitiesjb veryjirange ? If Man isfo ve^ 
ry wicked and corrupt ^ it is becaufe he has him-- 
Jeff through Sin perverted the happy hJatiire God 
bad given him at his Formation. Of two things 
then we mujlfay one : either thatGoahas taken de- 
light in making Beajisfo vicious as they are^ 
and of giving us in them Models of what is moji 
Jhamejul in the World ; or that they have like 
Man Original Sin^ which has perverted their 
primitive Nature. 

Thefrft ofthefe Fropojitions finds very difficult 
accefs to the Mind^ and is an exprefs Contradict 
tion to the Holy Scriptures^ which fay ^ that what^ 
ever came out of God's hands ^ at the time of the 
Creation of the Worlds was good^ yea v^ good? 
What good can there he in a Monkey* s being fo 
very mtfchievous^ aDogfo full of envy ^ aCatfo 
malicious ? But then many Authors have pre^ 
iended^ that Beafts before Man's Fall were diffe- 
rent from what they are now ; and that it was 
in order topunijh Man^ that they are rendred fo 
wicked : but this Opinion is a meer Suppofition^ 
tf^ which there is not the leafi Footftep in Holy 
Scripture. It is a pitiful Jiibterfuge to elude a 
real Difficulty 5 this at mofl might be f aid of the 
Beafts with whom Man has a fort of Correjpon'- 
dence^ but not at all of the Birds ^ Fijhes^ and In^ 
feBs^ which have no manner of relation to him. 
Wemufl timt have recourfeto the fecond Propo/i^ 
4ion, TbaitbexNature (f Beafts has. Me that 0/ 

Ma% 
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Many been corrupted by fame original Sin : Ano^ 
ther Hypothejis void of Foundation^ and equally 
inconfijlent with Reajbn and Religion^ in all the 
Syjicms which have been hitherto ejpoufed concern^ 
ing the Soul ofBea/ls. What party are we to 
take ? Why, admit of my Syftem and all is ex^ 
plained. The Souls ofBeaJls are refraSlory Spi" 
rits^ which have made themfelves guilty towards. 
Qbd. The Sin in Beajls is ?2o original Sin^ it is 
a perfonalCrime^ which has corrupted and per-* 
verted their Nature in its whole Subflance ; hence 
all the Vices aftd Corruption we obferve in them^ 
tbo' they can be no hnger criminal 5 becaufe God by 
irrecoverably reprobating them, has at the fame 
time divejled them of their Liberty. 

You have here, Madam, a full View of our 
Author's Hypothefis, the reft being nothing but 
flourifli and trifle, idle Anfwers to idle Objec- 
tions, upon a Suppolition that his Scheme is d6* 
monftrably certain. And is it not a choice ohe, 
to anfwer fo many Purpofes, and folve fo many 
Difficulties in Philofophy and Scripture, and re-» 
concile fo many apparent Gontradidions in Rca- 
Ibn and Religion ! Does not your very Heart re* 
coil at the monftrous Thought ? Can you view 
it in any Light without Abhorrence and Aver^ 
fiori: It was a juft Cenfure of a very great Man 
upon Defcartes's Philofophy, that if he were it 
a lofs for Reafons to oppofe his DkxSlrine, that. 
Brutes were mere Machines^ this alone would be 
a fufficient Proof to himfclf, that it was making 
a Jeji of fo great apart of the Creation : but 
this AuthOT ms exceeded him with a Vtngeanctf jf 
Jni^cad oE making a yejij ke.hatjfOdttBm.Ish^ 
, ' vils} 
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vils ; and in the Management of his Argument 
there is fqch a Confufion of Sentiments, fuch ft 
Jatnble of Light and Darknefe, Truth and Er-. 
rpr, Reafon and Imagination, that one knows not 
where to begin, or in what Order to proceed, 
hpw to difentangle Truth from Error, to fepa-f 
rate the Precious from the Vije, to diftinguifli 
the cool Dilates of Reafon and Philofophy, from 
the wiki Flights of Imagination and Fancy. To 
ibJlow hipi through all his Excurfions, would 
b?, an epdlefi and ufclefe Undertaking. Our beft 
and (horteft way will be to exjunine the Good- 
oeis pf the Foundation, and fee whether there 
be. my Ground in Scripture or Reafon to fttj^rt 
(b monftrous ^ SuperftrucSure ; if not, it muft fall 
tp the ground, and leave room for a juil and uni-^ 
torai Structure upon folid and lafling Founda- 
tions; which, (if you approve of this) fhall be 
the Subjeft of a fccond Letter. 
: In the mean time. Madam, I aflure royfclf, 
you will he in no pain about the Event. You are 
too well acquainted with t^e Language and Gc^ 
pius of that lively Nation, as.not to know that they 
l^ye Qafconades in Philofophy, as well as in Gal- 
lantry, Romance, and Politics : You are bleffed 
jwith ^Underilanding too good to be impofed up^ 
on by vain Pretences to Rcaibn aad Philofophy s 
.yoi} can eaftly diflinguiih betwi^. empty Sounds, 
and folid SmSbi hetwixt the wanton Sallies of a 
luxuriant Fanpy, and the fcvere Conclufions of 
.Truth and Juflice. YouhaveaFirmneisofMind 
itM. gvfizt tQ be moiv'd by the vain Terrors of a 
frighted Imagination, which are too often the 
CUdGb of w£ak and little Minds, dontinue^ there- 
fore. 
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fdre, your wonted Care and AfFedtion for your Itl* 
nocent Domefticks; they look up to you for their 
Support J from your Hand they receive the flender 
Provifions of Life, without murmuring or repin- 
ing, which they endeavour to repay with the fin- 
cereft Gratitude, the moft faithful Services, and 
unfeigned Affedions that their Natures arc capa- 
ble of: If you are pleafed, they rejoice with you ; 
Do you carefs them ? They are tranfported with 
Pleafure. Do you frown ? They tremble. Do you 
chide or punilh them ? They endeavour toappeafe 
you by the moft humble Proftration and Sub- 
milljlgai. Do not many of them difcover more 
Grq[tilude, Sincerity, nay, I had almoft faid Vir- 
tue, thkn many of their Mafters, who value them- 
felves upon the Refinements, upon their Reafen^ 
the Improvements of their Underftandings,^ and 
niceSenfe of Honour? Are they wretched as well 
as we ? Are they expofed with us to the unavoid* 
able Calamities of Life? They are not wretched 
through their own faults, they are not the Authors 
of their own Mifery ; tbey (a3 well as we) are 
made fubjeSl to Vanity^ but tbey not willingly ^ by a 
voluntary Abufe of their proper Faculties, but are 
by aNeceflity of Nature involved in the Guilt and 
Condemnation of their rebellious, attainted, natu- 
ral Lord and Sovereign. Rom. viii. 20. 

If you are not difpleafed with the Subje<ft, ti- 
red with the Length, or difgufted with the man- 
ner of this tedious Epiftle, 1 fhall quickly do my- 
fclf the Honour to fend you fome further Confi- 
. derations upon the lame Subject. I am, with 
^great Reiped, Madam, 

, Your moft humble Servant. J 
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FREE THOUGHTS 

UPON THE 

BRUTE-CREATION.' 

OR, 

An Examination of Father 
BOUGEANr\ Philofopbical 
Amufement^ &c. 

LETTER II. ' 

Madam, 

YOUR favourable Acceptance of my 
firft Letter, encourages me to hope you 
will not be difpleafed with a fccond ; 
in which Ipropofe to confider more diftindl- 
ly the Qucftion before us, I fhall view it in 
every Light that Revelation and Reafon can 
give us. I fhall confider the Account that 
l^ofes gives of their firft Formation, and ori- 
ginal State in Paradife, and compare it with 
their prefcnt State and Condition in the World; 

B from. 



from whence I (hall draw fome Inferences and 
Concfu fionS^' 'and ejKleavcair ""toT arifwcr ' iome 
Objecjipns^lr^nd 4eave i^yto.yopr own good 
Judgment to determine upon the Evidence that 
fhall be given. 

The Appftfe to the Hei^reivs, xi. 3. tells us, 
that by Faith we underjiand that the things 
which ^r^y^£7/' (this whole vifible World, with 
all its various Inhabitants and Produdlions) 
were madelgut of' things which are not feen^ (an 
ideal, inviiible, glorious World, eternally fub- 
fifting in the Divine Mind) that this prefent 
temporary, fading Stat^^ of things, which wc 
call the xiatural World, is an Out-birth, a 
creaturely Manifeftation'of the invifiUe Pow- 
ers and Beauties of eternal Nature, iinprr^fling 
and difplaying themfelves through all the Re- 
gions of created Nature, through i\Y the 
- Tribes and Families of the Animal, Vege- 
table, and Mineral Kingdoms, and to which 
they exaAly correfpond, ias the Shadow to the 
Subftance, and the Impreflion to the SooL 
From this fruitful Womb of eternal Naiure 
were produced in their appointed Seafoto^- by 
the infinite Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Power 
of the Almighty, the whole Mundane Syftem, 
the World widi all its Inhabitants, all the Sub- 
jedls of ^the Aninial and Vegetable Kingdoms, 
all the innumerable Species, Tribes, and Fa- 
milies of Birds, Beafls, and Fiflies, Reptiles, 
and Infedis, all that live upon the Earth, fty 
through the Air, or fport themfelves. in the 
great Abyfs, from Behemoth and Leviathan to 

the 
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.the fmalleft Infefi : the very leail and mean- 
eft, as well as the greateft, are all the Work 
of God, formed by infinite Wifdom and. Pow- 
er upon the perfcA ideal Models in the Divinj?, 
Mind, ' Mo/es defcribes the Creation or ipprhia- 
tion of the Fiflics and Fowls out of the Wa- 
ters as the Work of the Fouhl) Day. Gen. 
i. 20, 21, 22. God faid^ Let the JVaters bring 
forth abundantly y the moving Creature that haw^ 
Life^ or (as it is more truly rendered in tti^^ 
Margin) a Soul\ and Fowls that, mayfly dbovi^ 
the Earthy in the open Firmament of Heaven-, 
and God created great Whales^ and every living 
Creature that moveth^ which the Waters broughi 
fortB abundantly after their kind^^ and every 
winged Fowl after Ijis iind, and Godfaw that 
tt was good. .The Beaft^ and Reptiles as pro- 
duced o\it of the Earth, were the; W^ork of 
the Fifth'Day, ver. 24. And Godfdid^ J^et the 
Earth bring forth the living Creature after his 
ikin^l. Cattle and CreepijigThing^ aiid -^^aft of the 
Eartjj after his kind, and it wasj^,^ And God 
made the B^afl of the earth lofier his kindy ana 
Cattle after their kind, anid every thing that 
creepetlf upon the ear tB after Ms kind : and God 
faw tbat.it was good. THey were all pro- 
nounced to be good^ yea, very good, being the 
^^rodudlions of infinite Wifd.om and Goodnefs, 
formed in Member, Weight, and Meafure, of 
tlic naoft exquifite Beauty, the moft delicate 
J^roportion, without Defgdt, without Super- 
fluity, exadlly fitted and e^iabled to anfwer 
\)m various Purpofes of their Creation, to 
B 2 execute 
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-qcccute the Will <)f their Creator, to mini- 
iter to the Delight and Service of Man, and 
contribute to the Beauty ^nd Harmony of 
theuniverfal Syftem. Thcfe, therefore, were 
the firJft Inhabitants of Paradife, in which 
they were fettled by their Maker with a fpe- 
cial Blefling to increafe and multiply their 
Species, in the feveral Regions of Nature, ap- 
pointed for their Habitation. We may con- 
fider them as the numerous Domcfticks of 
fomc great and mighty Prince, fcnt before- 
hand to fill, adorn, and beautify the fcvcra! 
Offices and Apartments of his Court, and give 
him a magnificent and triumphant Reception. 
Accordingly we find, that fo foon as Man was 
iJrcated in the Image of God, ver. 26, 27. God 
gave bim an ahfolute Power and Dominion ffoer 
them alL He bkjfed tbem^ and /aid unto them^ 
Be fruitful and multiply^ and replenifh the 
earth and fubdue it^ and have dominion over the 
Fi/hofthefea^ and over the Fowl of the air^ and 
ever every Living Thing that moveth upon the 
earth. As Man was thus created in the Image 
of the Ever-Blefled Trinity, all the Exccllen- 
des and Perfe<ftions that were to be found in 
every Species of Animals in their moft perfeft 
State, were all in a fuper-eminent degree in 
the perfeft human Nature, thereby our firft 
Parent had an intire Knowledge, and abfolute 
Dominion over all the various Kinds^ Ranks, 
^nd Orders of the animal and vegetable 
World. By the firft he was enabled to know 
the very central Natures, and moft intimate 

Properties 
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Properties and Powers of every Species, and 
to give them fignificant Names, expreffivc of 
their feveral Natures. Thus we read, Gen. ii, 
19. jindout of the Ground the Lord God formed 
every Beaft of the fields and every Fowl of the air^ 
and brought them unto Adam to fee what be 
would call them ; and whatfoever Adam called 
every living Creature^ that was the Name 
thereof The Original of all Names was to 
cxpreft the Nature of the Things named, up- 
on which account Names and Natures were 
very frequently in Scripture ufed promifcuoufly. 
And as he perfeftly knew their feveraj Proper- 
ties and Powers, and had them all in a fuper- 
eniinent degree within himfelf, fo he had an 
abfolute Power to direft and controul them, 
io as to fulfil the Will of their Creator, in an*., 
fwering the End of their Creation, and pre-* 
ferving the Peace and Harmony of the wnole 
Syflem. Whilft they received through him 
as God% Vicegerent, and their Governour, fuch 
Communications of Happinefs, as their Na- 
ture was capable of, and their State of Being 
required. He was their immediate Lord, re- 
ceiving from the infinite Fountain of Light 
and Good a conftant uninterrupted Commu- 
nication of Life and Bleffing, which were 
through him derived to all the feveral Parta 
and Inhabitants of the Animal and Vegetable 
Creation, and thereby kept them all in abfo-i 
lute Subjection and Dependance upon him s iQ 
that he had an intire Dominion over this whole 
vifible World which we inhabit. To this Ori- 
5 ginal 
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ginal Charter or CommilTjoii the lioly Pfalmift? 
refers, PjaL viii, 4, 5^ 6, 7, 8* L^rd^ "what h 
Man thai thou art mindful of Bim, and the 
Son of Man thai thou vifJefl him ? Thgu madefl. 
him lower than the jingiis^ to crmjon him with 
Glory and Worjhip j 2^^^ madejl him to have 
dominion over the Works of thy Hamh^ thou 
bajl put ail things in fubjeSlion under his Jietj 
all Sheep and Oxen^ yea and the Beajis of the 
Fifld^ the Fowls of the Air^ and the Fifljes of 
tM Sea^ and whatjoever walketh through the 
Patjls 0} tti^ Sea, 

Hcix:, Madam^ let us make a ftand, and 
review with Aftoiiiflimcnt and Rapture the 
iorioite Wildoni, Power, and Goodnefsj of 
our Ahnighty Creator, ihe tranlcendent and 
inconeciveable Beauties of the new Worlds 
the Harmony, the Peace and Happiiiefs of 
thefe its once happy Inhabitants, blclled with 
05 ore exalted Facuhies, Strength and Beauty, 
propping the everlafling Verdure, the unfad- 
ing Flowers of Paradife, drinking the uiitaint^ 
ed Streams of Life and Imnnortahty in a deli- 
cious , Garden, mto which neither Sin nor Sor- 
row,; Corruption or Death had yet entered, 
ej:empt ftpm Pain and Sickneis, Labour and 
Mifery, where the Spirits of Darknefs had no 
pQwer, nor the leaft Appearance or Shadow 
of Evil could find admiifion i where all was 
Purity » Light, and Pleaiure^ the Joys and 
Beauties of eternal Spring i where each of them 
in their proper Place and Order were tnini- 
ftriog to the Happi nels of their Sovereigr 

Lord* 
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!oTd, the Harmony and Order of the Syftem, 
iand proclaiming aloud, as it were with one 
^oicc, the Glory and the Goodnefs of him that 

lade them! Such was^ fuch muft have 

xtfn (if we believe the Scriptures) the blefled 
[Condition df thefe once happy Creatures, 

Is there any thing in this Account that feems 
Either impoflible or improbable ? Does not the 
whole appear confiftent, reafonable, worthy 
[Jof God, and agreeable to Scripture ? On the 
other hand^ how mean, how trifling, how un- 
worthy of God, how repugnant to Scripture^ 
Vh the Philofophy of thofe, who fuppofe them 
[jto be either animated by Evil Spinfs^ or elfe 
allowing them no fpiritual Principle of Motion 
I' or Aftion, fuppofe them to be mere Majehines, 
I* to have no more Senfe or Perception than a 
Clock, or a Watch ; that though they have 
[' fome Motion, fome Appearance of Senie and 
Shadow of Reafon, yet it is no more than 
what arifes from the Strufture of their Organs, 
I'artd the Mechanifm of their Frame ^ that they 
" are therefore no more the Objcfts of our Com- 
paflion than any other Piece of Machinery, 
That their Cries and Complaints, which we 
commonly fancy to be Exprcffions of Grief, 
P^, or Suffering, are no more to be regarded 
than the Sound ofaDrunn when it is beaten, or 
the Noife of a Clock when it ft r ikes. Is not 
this offering Violence to Reafon, Nature, arid 
common Senfe ? Is it not making a Mock of 
Qod*s Creatures*? Sure lam, that the Scriptures 
and moft ancient Philofophy treat this Subjeft 

in 
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113 a very different manner. Mofes declares lii 
the moft exprefs manner, that they have //v- 
ing Souls; Gen. i. 29, 30. And God/aid^ Be^ 
bold I have given you every Herb bearing Seed^ 
which is upon the face of all the Earthy andevery 
Tree^ in which is the Fruit of a Iree^ yielding 
Seed^ to you it pall be for Meat. And to every 
Beaft of the Earthy and to every Fowl of the 
Air, and to every Thing that creepeth upon the 
Earth, wherein there is Life^ or (as it ought to 
be rendered, as in the Margin, a living Soul) I 
have given every green Herb for Meat, On this 
account it is, that the Scriptures every v^here 
reprefent them ^s Objedls of the divine Care 
and Compaflion, as depending upon him for 
the Support and Suftenance of that Life which 
he has given them. Hence holy Jc^ xxxiii. 
41. aiks this Qoeftion, Who provideth for the 
Raven his Fcodf when his young ones cry unto 
Godj they wander for lack of Meat. The 
Pialmifl has the fame Expreflion, PJal. cxivii. 
9. That Godgiveth Fodder to the Cattle^ and 
feedeth the young Ravens when they call upon 
him. So again, Pfal. civ. fpeaking of the 
whole Brute-Creation, he fays, Theje wait all 
upon thee, that thou mayfi give them their 
Meat in due Seafon ; when thou givefi it them^ 
they gather it ; when thou openeji thy Hand, they 
are filed with good. Our bleffed Lord lays the 
fame thing. Mat. v). 2b. Behold the Fowls of the 
Air^ for tbeyfow not, neither do theyjpin^ and 
yet your Heavenly Father feedeth them. And in 
the Levitical Law^ God feems to ailert his 

peculiar 
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peculiar Title to every Species, and their Re* 
lation to him, by claiming the Firtt-born of 
eachj as peculiarly his own. Thus we read 
Exod, xiii. 1 2. The Lord Jpake unto Mofes^ 
faying^ SanSiify to me all the Firji-born among 
the Children o/'Ifrael, both of Man and Beafi^ 
it is mine. And FJ'cil. cxviii. where all Crea- 
tures arc called upon to praife God, Beafis 
and all Cattle^ Worms ^ andfeathered Fowl. It 
will be found to have a much more exalted 
Meaning, than appears at firfl Sight to an un- 
attentivc Reader. 

But now I exped: to be afked, if this were 
the original happy State of the Brute-Cre- 
ation, how came they to lofe it, how came 
they into this miferable Condition in which wt 
ice them at prefent? A God of infinite Wif- 
dom and Goodnefs could make none of his 
Creatures to be miferable; much lefs would he, 
by an arbitrary Ad: of his Will and Pleafure, 
deprive them of any kind or degree of Happi- 
nefs, which his Goodnefs had freely conferred 
upon them, without any Offence or Demerit 
on their parts. They are not properly moral 
Agents, no Command or Prohibition had ever 
been given them ; and where there was no 
Law, there could be no Tranfgreflion ; and 
where there was no Tranfgreflion, one woulci 
naturally imagine there would be no Pu- 
niihmcnt. And yet there feems to be an 
univci:fal Sentence of Condemnation gone 
out againft the whole Syftem . They fufier 
in every Article of their Nature in fuch a 
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manner, as one would think nothing but fotne 
univerfal Gailt, and intire Corruption and De* 
gcneracy of their Nature could poflibly deferve 
cr bring upon them. How elfe comes it to pafe, 
that there fhould be in fome of them fuch a Ma- 
lignity and Cruelty of Temper, and in others 
fuch poifonous Qualities, or fuch hideous De- 
formity as is quite (hocking and terrible to hu- 
man Nature ? But the moft beautiful and 
harmlefs, even thofe whom we confider as the 
Emblems of unfpotted Innocence, as Lambs 
and Doves are expofed to the fame Calamities, 
of Mifery, Pain, Corruption and Death, as 
thofe of the moft favage and cruel Natures. 
Now it is as plain, from Reafop and the Na- 
ture of Things, that thefe malignant Quali- 
ties are not elTcntial to them, were not origi- 
nally implanted in them at their firft Creation, 
as that from an abfolutely good and perfedt 
Caufe no Evil could proceed : And the Scrip- 
tures declare that God pronounced them all 
to be good^ yea very good ; Endued with every 
Pcrfedion, that their Nature and Rank in the 
Scale of Beings required. Whence then this 
deplorable Change? this unhappy Subverfion 
of their primitive State, their prefent lament 
table Condition ! 

I have already told you, that their Happi. 
nefs conlifted in the Communications of di- 
vine Bleflings, which were conveyed to them 
through the pure Canal of the unfallen human 
Nature. Our firft Parent in his State of In- 
nocence and Glory, ftood in the place of God 

to 
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to the World below him, cloathcd with all 
the Beauties, and Bleffings of Paradifc j the 
created Image of the ever-blefled Trinity; 
through him were derived all the Bleffings olf 
that liappy State, to all the different Species, 
Tribes and Families of the animal Creation. 
This was the happy State of the primitive 
Earth and all its Inhabitants, till Man by his 
Tranfgreffion loft the Favour of his Maker, 
and forfeited both for us and them the blcfled 
Privileges of our primitive State and Condi- 
tion; the Communication of divine Light and 
Life betwjxt God and Man being fufpended, 
he had no more Power to diredl and govern 
the Creatures below him. He flood naked and 
defl:itute, poor and helplefs in the midft of his 
numberlefs unhappy Subjefts and Domefticks, 
utterly unable to affift or deliver himfelf or 
them, from the Bondage of Corruption he had 
brought upon them, he being by his own 
Aft and Deed devoted to Darknefs and Death, 
neceijarily involved the whole Syftem in the 
fame Calamity. The Centre of Bleffing was 
(hut up from him, or rather he had (hut him* 
felf out of it ; His Eyes were clofed to the 
Light of Heaven, and all the Sources and 
Channels of divine Communications were in- 
tircly interrapted j He had no Bleffing to re- 
ceive, and therefore none to beftow. He was 
fallen under the Influences of the aftral World, 
confined as a Malefadtor to a Prifon of hU 
ovm making, to be fcourged and puniHied 
t)y the jarring difcordant Properties ot the di- 
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vidcd Elements, to which he had voluntarily 
fubjeacd himfelf; no wonder, therefore that 
the whole Syftem of Creatures below him, 
•who were his Subjeas, Domefticks, and Dc- 

Sendants, are deeply affeded by his Fall, and 
>are in his Puniflinments. So the Apoftle to 
the Romans tells, Chap. viii. That the Creature^ 
(the whole Creation) was made fubjeSl to Va^ 
mty^ not willingly (not by any Fault oi their 
own) but by reajbn (on the Account, by the 
Sin) of him^ who bath fubjeSfed the fame in 
hope 5 that is, of Adam^ who was their imme- 
diate Lord and Governour. For we know thai 
the whole Creation groans and travels in Pain. 
The whole Syftem of the vifible Creation fyni- 
pathizes and fuflfers with their rebellious Lord, 
Thus when a great Subjcdl is attainted of 
High Treafon againft his Sovereign, the Sen- 
tence affefis not only hipfelf, but his ChiU 
dren and Domefticks ; and an intire Forfei- 
ture of all .the Privileges of his Blood and 
Birth, are the certain and neccflary Confe- 
quences of his Condemnation : So that as 
Man was by hi§ Tranfgreflion devoted to 
Darknefs and Death, fo were all the Brute- 
Creation, who were his Domefticks and Depen- 
dants. Though it was not indeed fo proper- 
ly a judicial Sentence pronounced upon them, 
^s a necefTary Confequence of their State in 
Nature, and thef Relation and Dependance 
which they ftood in to our firft Parent their 
natural Lord and Sovereign. They were by 
his Tranfgreflion made fubjedfc to Vanity, Mi- 
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fery, and Death, but no violent Ezeqidon wat 
iuflfered to be made upon then), but in the 
way of Sacrifice ; none of them were to be 
fiM to deaths but by God's own Appoints 
ment to be Types and Monitors of the great 
propitiatory Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, 
who was flain from the Foundation of the 
World for the Salvation and Redemption of 
loft Mankind. No Power was given to Maa 
to murder or abufe them^ to kill or eat them, 
as we have now, that was a particular IndpU 
genee granted to Man after the Flood, which 
had fo broken and corrupted the Face of Na-^ 
ture, weakened and deftroyed the vegetable 
Powers and femtnal Principles of the Earth, 
that the Herbs and Fruits had, in a great mieam 
fiire, loft their natural Temperature, and were 
lefs capable of nouriftiing the Bodies of Men, 
upon which God gave them liberty to eat the 
Flefti of Btafts, Birds, and Fifties, as well as 
the Fruits of the Earth, as we read Gen, ix. 
2,3. Tbe Fear of you, and the "Dread of yau^ 
Jkallbe upon every Beafi of the earth , and up* 
on every Fowl of the air, upon all thai rfitroeth 
upon the earth, and upon all the Fijhes of tbS 
fea\ into your hand are they delivered, tuay 
moving thing that livethjhall be Meat for ym^ 
even as the green Herby have I given you all 
thims. 

The State of the Brute-Creation^ therefore, 
has, ever fince the Fall of Man, been very 
different from what it was at the firft. Some 
of them are fierce and untradaUe, F^^% 

about 
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iFaft of three Days for the Cattle as well al 
for the People^ het neither Man^ nor Eeaft^ 
Herd^ nor Flock^ tafle any thing ^ let them not 
sfe€dy nor drink Water ^ but let Man and Bea/i 
be covered with Sackcloth^ and cry mightily un^ 
to God. And at the laft Vcrfe of this Pro- 
phecy, God deckrcs, that his Compaffion for 
the Cattle, as well as for the People of Nine-^ 
vebj had diverted the Execution of the Sen- 
tence denounced againft them. Should I not^ 
(faid he) fpare Nineveh that great City^ in 
which are more than Sixfcore Thoufand Perjbhs^ 
that cannot difiern betwixt their right Hand 
and their left^ and alfo much Cattle t We read 
Numbert xxii. aS. That the Mouth of Balaam's 
Ais v^as miraculoufly opened to upbraid the 
Cruelty of his Rider, and his barbarous Ufage 
of a faithful old Servant, that had never ftum- 
bicd or fell with him before : IVherefore^ jay% 
fre^ hajl thou/mitten me thefe three times ? Am 
not I thine Afs^ upon which thou bafi ridden ever 
Jince I was thine unto this day^ was I ever wont 
to do Jo to thee ? And he faid ^ Nay. And when 
the angry Prophet juftified his Severity to the 
poor &aft, the Angel of the Lord pleaded for 
the Afs, and condemned the Rider ; Wherefore 
(laid he) baft thou fmitten thine Afs thefe three 
time si Unlejsjhe had turned from me^ furely I 
Jbould have flain thee, and faved her alive. 
And the' the reft have not naturally the Power 
of complaining in Words, yet have they all a 
Power of cxprefling their Pains, their Wants, 
and their Sufferings, which every body undcr- 
: 1 ftands, 
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ftartds, and which every good-natured Per-* 
fan would gladly relieve or prevent. 

As for the Malignity obfervable in many of 
them, as particularly the Cruelty and Re- 
venge of fome, the Envy and Treachery of o* 
thers, which the learned Father knows not 
how to account for, there feems to be, I think, 
no great difficulty in comprehending it. The 
Violence offered to the whole Syftem of Na- 
ture, by an abfolute Violation of the Lawg 
of Harmony, Juftice, Truth, and Order, 
an intire Apoftacy from the fupremc Foun- 
tain of Life and Bleffednefs, could not fail to 
produce dreadful EfFefts in every part of Is[a- 
turcj all thofe Qualities and Properties in eve- 
ry Species of Being which in their primi- 
tive State of Innocence and Glory were as 
fo many Veffels and Inftruments of Blefling, 
were by this unhappy Change, made fo many ^ 
different Sources and Inftruments of Diforder 
and Confufion, and the more exalted and 
powerful they were in the original Frame and 
Intention of Nature, fo much the more nox- 
ious, malignant and deftru^live they were in 
their State of Depravity and Corruption ; ac- 
cording to that well-known Maxim of Philo- 
fophy, T^hat the bc/i things ivhcn they are cor-* 
rupttd^ became the worjl. This will be found to 
he univerfally true from the higheft. to the 
loweft Order of Beings both in Heaven and 
Earth, The moft exalted Seraphims in the 
Hoft of Heaven, when they left their fir ft 
Habitation, and fell from theirThronesof Glo- 
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ry, found their Fall proportionably deeper, 
and their Malignity and Mifery proportiona- 
bly greater than thofe who moved in infcriour 
and lower Degees of Power and Glory ; the 
higher they were exalted in the Regions of 
Lij|;ht and Immortality, the lower they funk 
in "the Abyfs of Darkncfs and Death : The 
exceeding Brightnefs of their Flame ; the 
Strength of their Love, and the mighty Powers 
of their Angelick Nature, whilft united to the 
pure Light and Love of God, became, when 
Separated from it, thofe everlafting Chains of 
Darknefs by which they are bound, and in 
which they are detained, to the Judgment of 
the Great Day. The fame may be too juftly 
faid ofourfclvcs, of our own Species. Men 
of mean Condition, low Parts, narrow Mind**, 
and weak Abilities, if they grow corrupt and 
wicked, they ad with low Views, in a nar- 
row Sphere, and confequently are capable of 
doing lefs Mifchief in the World ; but Men of 
ftrong Parts, exalted Underftandings, exten- 
sive Views, and great Abilities, efjJecially when 
affifted and fupported by Intereft and Power, 
when they degenerate, when they turnTyrants, 
Oppreflbrs, and Reprobates, they fpread Ra* 
pine and Terror, Deftrudlion and Mifery all 
round them. A little Villain may rob an Or- 
chard or a Fifhpond, may fteal a Sheep or an 
Horfe, for which the whole World agrees they 
richly deferve to be hanged, and generally meet 
with their Fate ; but your illuftriousR — ^ucs, 
your Villains of Diftindion, who plunder Pro- 
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vinccs and Kingdoms^ who depopulate Coun. 
tries, who devour or fell whole Nations into 
Slavery, and fill the face of the Earth with 
Blood and Defolaiion ; they move in a different 
Sphere, and defy that Juftice, which if not 
blind to their Crimes, yet is unable to punifh 
them. 

And as for your Sex, whom God and Na- 
ture have decked with a Profufion of Charms 
and Graces, to fweeten the Cares, alleviate the 
Diftrefles, and heighten the Joys of focial 
Life, if they 0)ould ever be fo unhappy as to 
deviate from the glorious Path qf Virtue and 
Honour, to degenerate from that amiable 
Simplicity of Life and Purity of Manners, 
which is their diftinguifliing Excellency, their 
trued Beauty; it is not tol)e doubted, but 
their Guilt and Corruption would be pro- 
portionable to that tender Senfibility of Heart 
which is the 3eauty and Glory of their un- 
comipted Innocence, And however ftrango 
and incredible it may appear to thofe who 
judge of Ages paft by the Virtue and Innocence 
of the prefent, which no doubt will be a Pat- 
tern to'fuccfeeding Generations ; yet Hiftorians, 
Philofophers, Poets, and Painters, have a-i 
greed in fome Reprefentations of Female De- 
generacy, which an innqcent well-bred Man 
who (hpuld make an Eftimate of the reft of 
your 5ex, from your own unexceptionable 
ihining Charafter, would never expedt to find 
but in Roma^nce and Fable* And that the 
fjoXQ Obfcrvation founded in the very Nature 
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of Things, runs through every Species of the 
Animal-Creation, is fo reafonaWe a Suppdfi- 
tion, as hardly to admit of a Debate. Upon 
which account it can hardly be doubted, but 
that thofe Animals, which in their preftnt 
State of Degeneracy and Corruption are moft 
{hocking, dete/lable and deftruftive ^ to hu- 
man Nature, were in their original State of 
Perfedion, moft eminently ufeful, beautiful, 
and good : and by the fame way of reafoning 
one would be tempted to imagine, that thole 
Species of Animals who feem to be the moft 
uncorrupt Part of the Brute-Creation^ who 
feem to have the leaft Symptoms of the uni- 
verfal Malignity which has more or lefs poi- 
foncd the whole Syftem, whom Religion and 
Philofophy reprelent to us as the moft per- 
fed: created Emblems of human Virtue and 
Innocence j I mean the focialand domefticA- 
nimals, thofe which contribute to the Com- 
forts and Neceflities of Life; as Sheep and 
Oxen, Doves and Bees, G?c. were in their 
original State, little more exalted in the Per* 
fedion of their Natures, than we fee them at. 
prefent. 

I have often been tempted to indulge an 
Imagination, that in the original Frame of 
Things, every Species of Animals were in a 
more particular and immedrte Manner related 
or united to fome one particular Part, or 
Power, or Faculty of human Nature, which' 
might be as it were their particular Element, 
and in which they might moft eminently dif- 
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play and cxercife tbcir fpccifick Virtues find 
rowers, as Inftruments, Emblems, or XJnw 
fons in the univerfal Harmony of Nature. 
This, Madam, is a mere Conjedure^ wc 
pretend not to Demonftration, but when we 
quit the Land of Syftems, to wander in the 
ipacious Fields of Imagination and Probability^ 
many a beautiful Thought, many an enter- 
taining Conjcfture will prefent it fclf to a 
lively Fancy, not unworthy the Attention of 
a wife Man, or the Confidcration of a Philo^ 
fopher.— — One thing however is certain, that 
in their prefent State of Degeneracy and Cor- 
ruption, the very word of them, are but 
feeble Shadows, faint Emblems, of the fanoc 
kind of Degeneracy and Corruption in our 
fclves^ in corrupt human Nature. Shew mc 
any one Species of Animals more ridiculous^ 
more contemptible, more pernicious, more 
deteftable than are to be found among the 
fiHy, the vicious, the wicked part of Mankind. 
Om Apes and Monkeys be a more ridiculous 
or milchievous kind of Creatures, than fome 
very fine Folks who are to be found, in the 
ihoft polite Affcmblies ? Is a poor Dog with four 
Legs; who ads agreeably to his Nature, half 
fb ddpicablc a Creature as a fad Dog with 
two, who' with high Pretenfions to Reafon^ 
. Virtue and Honour, is every day guilty of 
fbch Crimes,; for which his Brother-Brute 
would deferve to be hanged ? Is a Swine that 
wallows in the' Mire, halffo contemptible aa 
Animal,^ as the Drunkard and the Sot, who 
'" wallow 
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ivitlow in the Filth and Vomit of their ow» 
Intemperance ? What is the Rage of Tygers, 
the Fiercenefs of Lions, the Cruelty of Wolves 
anil Bears^ the Treachery of Cats and Mon- 
keys^ and the Cunning of Foxes, when com- 
pared with the Cruelty, the Treachery, the 
Barbarity of Mankind ? The Wolf and the 
Tygcr that worry a few innocent Sheep, 
purely to fatisfy their Hunger, are harmlefs 
Animals when compared with the Rage and 
Fury of Conquerors, the Barbarity and Cruel- 
ty of Tyrants and Oppreflbrs, who uninjured, 
unprovoked, lay whole Kingdoms wafte, turn 
the moft beautiful Cities into ruinous Heaps,^ 
fill every Place with the dreadful Effc(3s of 
lawlefs Rage, and fweep the face of the Earth 
before them like a devouring Fire or an Inun-. 
dation ; and all this only to gratify an inlati-. 
able Avarice and Ambition, to extend their, 
Conquefts^ to raife an empty Name, a Fabrick 
of Vanity upon the Ruins of Humanity^. 
Virtde and Honour. Befides, the very figrceft, 
and cruelleft Brutes never prey upon one 
another; whatever Violence they may offer ta 
thofe of a different Species, which they never 
do, ufilefs compelled by Hunger win their 
Own' defence, yet they ipare one another; 
whilft Man, the Lord of the Creation^ di« 
ftinguiftied from every Species of Animals be- 
low him by the glorious Privilege of a ra- 
tional and intelligent Nature, is worie than a 
Brute to his own Species: Not only every 
Rank and Order of Men are in a St3te of En- 
mity 
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mity to ciach other, but even tbofe of the 
fame Rank and Order, who arc united not 
only by one common Nature, but by one 
common Intereft, are as fo many Beads of 
Prey to each other. Every Man who is un- 
der the Dominion of an imperious Luft, a 
violent Paffion, or interfering Intereft, is a 
Brute to thofe that ftand in his way, obftrudt 
his Views, embarafs his Schemes, or any way. 
oppofe the darling Paffion and Defire of his 
Soul. Look into the feveral Ra.nks, Orders, 
Societies, and Aftemblies of Mankind ; (the 
Courts of Princes and Aftemblies of Ladies 
only excepted ; where nothing but Truth and 
Virtue, Politenefs and Honour can find Ad- 
mittance :) and you will find more Treachery 
and Iniquity, more Fraud and Cunning, than 
among the Beafts of the Field, or the moft 
favage Inhabitants of the Defart.— -I was once 
rallying a very pretty Lady, who was Ipniother- 
ing a fiivouf ite Lap-Dog with a Torrent of 
Kmesaod tender Speeches s Fie, faid I, Ma- 
dam, How can you beftow fo many Careflcs 
upon that little Beaft, which many an honeft 
Man would be glad to purchafe at any rate ? 
Sir, faid (he, I love my little Dog, becaufehe 
loves me 5 and when I can meet with any one 
of your Sex, that has half fo much Gratitude 
and Sincerity as my poor ToUy, he fhall never 
find nie infenfiblc or ungrateful To fay the 
truth. Ingratitude and Infincerity fecm to be 
Vices of mere human Growth, feldom or ne- 
ver to be found among the Brute-Creation -, on. 
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the other hand, many, illudlrious and fur-^ 
prizing, Inflances of Gratitude from Brutes to 
Men who have been their Defenders, Phyfi- 
cianSy or Benefactors, not only fland record-* 
ed in ancient Hiftory, but are matters of dai-^ 
ly Obfervation. And is not a poor honeA: 
Cur that loves and vratches, and barks for the 
Security of his Matter, a Reproach to an 
unfaithful Servant, a treacherous Friend, or a 

deceitful Companion ? Were any confide* 

rate Man to take a cool and impartial Survey . 
of human Nature, could he trace the fubtle 
Wandrings even of his own Heart, thro* the 
many intricate Mazes, the numberlefs By- 
paths of Fraud and Cunning, Diflimtilatioa 
and Hypocrify, by which the Interefts and 
Counfels of this World are ufually dired:ed 
and fupported, he would blufh to find that all 
thofe unamiable, or, to fpeak more properly^ 
deteftable Qualities, which are to be found in 
the moft malignant Parts of the Brute-Creation, 
are to be fbundin a more eminent degree of Ma* 
Kgnity in his own corrupt.Heart,— But whither 
am I wandering? Let us return to our Subjeft, 
You, Madam, who judge by Principles of 
common Senfe, without the Prejudices of Phi* 
Jofophy, I make no doubt ^re throughly la- 
tified that Brutes have Souls endued with fuch 
Powers of ,Jlbptking, Reajoning^ and Willing z% 
is neceflary for their State and Condition in 
the Scale of Beings* But how will you bo 
able to convince your learned Neighbour^ 
with whom you have maintained many a 
Warm Debate, and muil expe<^ many mere 
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af you give into my Sentiment/ and declare 
your fclf on my fide of the queftion ? You 
muft ex:pe<a: neitlier Mercy nor Manners if 
you dare to contradict or differ in the leaft 
from this great Oracle Mr* Locke.^ To fay the 
truth, the honeft Man without Tafte or Gc-. 
nius fets up for a Phibfopher upon the fol« 
Credit of having read his Book, and fubmit- 
ting more implicitly to his Authority than to 
his Bible, tho' heunderftands them both alike,. 
He will certainly tell you as he often has me, 
that neither he nor Mr* Locke denies their hav- 
ing Souls, but improperly fo called ; not fpiri- 
tual immaterial Subftances, but Matter fo fubli- 
mated and refined, of fochan exquifite Framtf 
and Texture^ as to be capable of Thought and 
fpontaneous Motion, and all the other Quali- 
ties and Properties which in a more exalted^ 
and proper Senfe are truly attributed to incor-s 
poreal and fpiritual Beings. 

The Poffibility of a material Animal, of 
Jelf-moving thinking Matter^ has at firfl fight 
fuch a glaring Appearance of Contradidion^ 
that it is amazing how any Man of Senfe, but. 
cfpecially of fuperiour Parts and diflinguiflied 
Abilities^ could ever ferioufly maintain kj and 
it will puzzle the wifeft Man to (hew what 
real Purpofcs of Philofophy or Religion can, 
be promoted by it. The mofl material (par-^ 
don me, Madam, I did not intend it for a. 
Pun) I fay, the moft material Argument that 
has been brought to fupport it, is the fup- 
pofing and calling the accide^ital. AxTci^lions of 
£ Maiter,' 
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Matter, fuch as Gravitation, Attradion, E-' 
Itdlricity, Fermeritation, and Rarefa/<Skion, the 
^ eflential Properties of Matter, with which it 
has really no natural Connexion, or ncceflary 
relation to it. Th€ Cohejion of the^ fcveral parts 
of Matter, r. e. the Power by which they arc 
tinited and cemented together 5 The Gravita-- 
tion^ AttraBion^ or Power by which the fc- 
veral parts of the Syftem gravitate or are at- 
tradled to each other, is intirely and eficn^ 
tially diftind from the Matter it felf. 

The great Sir Ifaac Newton^ as quoted by 
Mr. Locke J p. 149. who adopts his Sentiment 
in confirmation of his own, fcems in his 
younger Days to have been in the fame way 
of thinking. I {hall give it jrou in Mt.Leche'% 
own Words, in his Anfwer to the Bijhap of 
JVorceJler. Tou ask (fays he) how can my Idea 
of Liberty agree with the Idea that Bodies cm 
operate only by Motion and Imbulfe t Anfw. 
By the Omnipotency ofGod^ ^ho can make all 
things agree that involve not a Contradi&ion. 
He goes on, 'Tis true, I fay, that Bodies ope- 
rate by Impulfe, and nothing elfe, andfo I thought 
when Invrit it, and yet can conceive no other 
way of their Operation j but I am fince conmn^ 
ced by the judicious Mr. Newton's incomparable 
Book, that 'tis too bold a Prefumption to limit 
God's Power in this point by my narrow Con-- 
ceptions.' The Gravitation of Matter towards 
Matter by ways inconceivable to me, is not only 
a Demonjiration that God can, if he pkafes^ 
put into Bodies Pmvers and Ways of Operation, 
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almje. wh^t'Can h derived from our Idea oJBo^ 
dy^ «r can l)e explained by what we know of 
Matter^ but alfb an unquefiionable and every ^ 
where -vifibk Injlance that be^has done fo. Now 
with all due Submiflion to the Jucjgment of 
both thefe excellent Writers^ \ cannot Help 
thinkihgj tl>is to be a very criide and uncorrc(St 
m^naer of expreffing a very unphilo^jphicaf 
Thoueht. l^hat God can ^ ifhepteafes^ pufin--^ 
to Bodies^ Powers and Ways of Operation^ above 
what can be derived Jrom our Idea cf Body j 
Tl^t God can either immediately by his own 
Px>wer, qr mediately by the Operation of in- 
feriour lAtelligenceSjConimunicate what kind or 
degree of Motion he pleafes to any part or 
portion of Matter;^ jthat he can exalL refine, 
tranfmute, and model it into what Form ot 
Shape he pleafes ; that he can make even the 
vifeft part of Matter a proper Vehicle, Ha- 
bitation, or Body for the maft glorious An- 
gel, wJhq can deny ? But what then ? What 
will this prove ? .Will this juftlfy our con- 
foundmg two diftindi Ideas ? M^ft we con- 
foiwd Matter with Motion, Body with Soul,, 
becaufe we find them exifting oi; united toge- 
ther,? Does not the very Expreffion of put^ 
ting P(men and Ways of Operation into Bodief^ 
imply, that thofc Powers are diftindt from 
Bodies, fomething fuperadded to thcm^y the 
oawpotcnt Power of God? Something not 
iocliadod in the Idea of Body, not eflential ta. 
it} Why then muft they be confounded to- 
gethcrl When we read, Gp, ii. ^. T})at the 
E « Idd, 
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J^^ord God formed Man of the Dujl of the Ground, 
and breathed into bu Noflrih the Breath ofLife^, 
and Man became a living Soul ; Would it not 
l)e a firange Conclufion to infer from thence^ 
that that very Duji of the l^arth out 6f which 
\fis Body was formed, was that very BreAtb 
of Life which was breathed into him, by 
whicli4)e became a Hiring Soul } Yet woul4 
there be quite as mqch Reafon and Truth in 
the one Conclufion as in the other: In the 
Ca^fe of Gravitation of Matter towards Matter^ 
IS it fuppofed to be ar^ e(](ential Quality inhe- 
rent in the very Brute- Matter of which the 
feveral Orbs are Cpmpofed, or is. it conceived 
to be a Power or Dircdion fuperaddcd to it, 
|)y an irhmediate Impreflion communicated 
from God? I aflureyou/ Madam, there are 
Difficulties in either Suppofirion ' not cafily 
iurmounted. Woui4 there bf any Abfur'dity 
in fuppofing, that as the whole Syftem is un- 
der the Proteftion, Dirediort, and Guidance 
of God's univerfal Providence, without which 
not the vileft Inifed, no,^ nor even a Hair of 
our Heads, could fall to the ground ; fo eve- 
ry particular Orb, every Branch of the Syftem 
plight bp under the piredtion of fome iiipc- 
jiour Intelligence^ who might be confidered as 
the Angel, the Spirit, or Soul of that particur 
lar Orb, whofe whole Province plight be the 
Guidance and Dircdion of its Motions. This,, 
I ^m fure, is more sgreeable to the Philofo- 
pby of Scripture, and the Sentiments of that 
Pr^clf from whom Sir Ifaac is fuppofed to 

have 



kavc borroytd#his Principles, or at Icaft' fe^ 
much Light as to enable him to improve and 
complcat his Sy ftem, 

• That Matter cannot niove itfelf, that Reft or 
Refiftance are its eflential Qualities ; that Mo- 
tion, or the Power by which any Portion of 
Matter is moved, is diftind: from the Matter 
fo moved ; that every kind or degree of Mo- 
tion fuppofes a moving Power or Principle,, 
which muft be immaterial 5 that the Matter 
moved, and the Power moving, are intirc- 
ly diftind, are Principles, fo plain and obvi- 
ous a8 not to admit of a Debate, or a QueC- 
tion. Every degree of Motion, therefore, im- 
prefled upon Matter, necteflarily fuppofes an 
immaterial Principle by whom the Impfeflio^ 
is made. J\nd notwithftanding all this, to 
imagine, that Creatures endued with the Powers 
of fpontaneous Motion, Thinking, and VoU* 
tion, as the Brutes are acknowledged to be, 
ihould have no fpiritual or immaterial Princi^ 
pic in them, fhouid be nothing but meer Mat- 
ter, is to mc an inconceivable Point of Philo- 
fophy. Sure I am that Mr. Locke's firft arid 
cooleft Thoughts before he was whetted by 
Oppofitioh, and warmed by Controverfy, were 
very difFererit from what he afterwards advan4 
ced in the Courfe of his EHfpute with the 
Bifhop. He feems to exprefs himfelf very clear- 
ly upon this' Point, page 159. Edit. 8w. T&e 
^frimary Ideas (fays he) we haw peculiar to B(h 
dy as contradijiinguijhd to Spirit j are the Cohe^ 
£on of folid^ and conjeqvently Jeparable Farts, 
\ ' '■ ' and 
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0td d. Power af ci^mtmmcating Motitm 6y^ Imn 
pdfii y theJlh^ Ithinky art the wipn^l Ideas pn^. 
per and peculiar to Body $ for Figure is but the^ 
eonjequeme^ofjm'te^^eien^ Moe 

bami belonging asud peculiar tdt Spirit ^ ari 
^binJung and ItFiMi^ nr a Fowtr (f puttif^ ^Bdn 
Jfy . iriA matimi by^bmigity and wimb is confix, 
M^ntiuit^ Ukerty. Fkr as Body: eanmt but 
QMmunkate its Motim by Impuifo tor anokbm 
Mnfy^ ^hicb it meets with at - riji ; ^ the Mind 
ean put Btrdies into motion^ mr forbear to defoi 
asUpkafes. Heft, I think,. 1^ learned Aiv< 
thoT'Jbas exprc&d feimfetf ijr vcryplaio and 
Sntdli^le Language.. . And yet this fame eack 
eeilenti Perfon ^ ia fais ; ContcOf^rfy with. th« 
Biihopv ' fulls into (a- qaite difibrenit way cf 
Thipkidg and maaitker of tLyvpciffxoxx i Hi 
fceqnchldy aflfertb, <or'fli:ongly;in)(hidates, thfi 
S^iiibliity of Tiuhfiing MtfUser^ and endear. 
^rs to prote'itilgr fucb M^mctis, :aa Im 
cbofisr Tnougfats woiikl.never*havc cntertttioed^ 
er i^jedted widb ConttmpiL Hear how he 
nalbns in hisi dbird Lettur^ pag. 396, 397^ 
iftmrfhrft ArgukiefU 1 iaia t$ be\ tbis^ that ac^ 
wirdsngtn me^ theKnawiedge fffebave being by 
aurr:lds(asy and our Idea (fMatUr in genertu^ 
being a folid Subftancey and our Idea of Bwdy 
bein^ld folidy fxtindedy JiguredSub/hmce^ if I 
admit Matter t$^ be o^fHfbie cf^^hinkiiigy. I cm^ 
fMnd.tb€ IdM.^f Metier with' tbeiS^a if Spi^ 
nti ^ ifo lobicbJ anfwer^ Noy m more than" I 
<$9^indtl^Idir^t^ Matter vntttbe Idea rf a 
M»n/$y ya^hen I^ay ,tbai Mattwin^gemrakisa 

folid 



JUitt txtenJed Suhftance^ 4ndtbat an U(nfe h 
^ material Animal^ or an extended Mid Sub^ 
fiance with Senfe and (fwtanenui Motion. 

The Idea of Matter is an extended folid Suh 

fiance-, wherever there isfuch a SubflancCy then 

is Matter and the Effence of Matter^ whatever 

frther §luaHties, not cmtained in that Effence it 

^UpkafiGrod tofuferaddtdit. For example^ 

Xiod creates an extended f^id Suifiance without 

JUperadding any thii^ elji to ify andfo we ma^ 

cmfiderit at refi : tojome Parts be Juperadds 

"Motion, but it hasfiill the Effence of MaUer 2 

other Parts of it he frames into Plants, with oH 

the Exce/lencies of Vegetation, Life^ andBeaur^ 

iy^ which is to be found in a Koje, or a Pead^ 

tree, &c. bat it is fiiil but Matter ; to other 

P^rts he adds Senfe and fp^aanems Motion, ani 

tbofe other Properties that are to be found in 

am Ekphamt. Hitherto 'tis vot doubted bat tim 

Power of God may go, and that the Proper tits, 

of a Rof;, a Peach, or an Bkphant, fiiperad^ 

fded to Matter^ change not the Properties if 

Matter, but Matter is iA tb^ things ,Matitr. 

fiilL But if one go one fiep further, andn)entw% 

to fay, Ood may give to Matter Thought, Rm^ 

Jan; and Foiition, as weUas Senfi and Jfontam^ 

ous Motion, there are Men rea^prefently M ii-^ 

mt the Power of the Omnipotent Creator ^ an4 

t^U us he cannot do it% becaufi it defiroys ibt 

J^tnce, and changes the tfiential Properties ^ 

Matter^ To make f^od wbid^ JlfferUGn, thef 

hoMmnmretofov, butthaH 'H^biought andRd^^ 

fim are mi inckdtd in the jSj^tv of Matter.. 
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f^rafii it, but Whatever Excellency not ctmtatft^, 
tain its E fence be fuperadded to Matter^ it (hes 
not dejiroy the Ejjence of Matter, if it leaves ^ 
it an extended folid Subfiance : wlm^ever that is, 
there isi the Effence of Matter ; and if every 
thing ^greater Perfe^ion, fuperadded to fuch'^a 
iu^ance^ dejiroys the Effence of Matter, what 
"will become of the Effence of Matter in a Plants 
wr an jinimak nvbofe Properties far ekceed 
thafe of a nteer extended folid Subfiance ? 

But it is further urgedi that we cannot cm^ 
ceive honv Matter can think, I grant it: but 
to argue from thence, that God therefore cannot 
give to Matter a Faculty of thinking, is to fay 
Go£s Omnipotency is limited to a narrow dom^ 
pafs^ becaufe Maris Underftanding it fo ; and 
bring down God's infinite Power to the Size of 
our Capacities. If God can give no power to 
aw/ part of Matter^ but what Men can account 
for from the Effence of Matter in general: if 
all fucb Qualities and Properties tnuft defroy 
the Effence^ or change the ejfential Properties of 
Matter J which are to our Conceptions above it, 
and we cannot conceive to be the natural Confe^ 
quences of that Ejffence^ it is plain that the Ef-^ 
fence of Matter is dejiroy ed^ and its ejfentiaf 
Properties changed in moft of the fenfible Parts 
of this our Syjlem : for it is vijibte^ that all the 
Planets have Revolutions about certain remote 
Centres, which I would have any one explain^ 
or make conceivable by the bare Effence or natu^ 
ral Powers depending on the Ejffence of Matter 
in general, without Jomething fuperadded to thai 
;, EJence^ 

s 
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. t^Jeneey^ nubicb be cannot conceive i fbr tbe mM^^ 
ing of Mhtter in a crooked Line^ or the At^ 
traSion of Matter by Matter ^ is all tbat cart 
be f aid in the cafe\ either of which ^ is abt/oe out 
reach to derive from the Bfjmce of Matter dr. 
Body in general \ though one of thefe, two muft 
unavoidably be allowed to.be fuperoMed in this 
InftaneCy to the Effence of Matter in generah 
The Omnipotent Creator advifed not with us^ 
in the making of tbe<fVarldy and bis IVays are 
not the lefs excellent, becaufe they dte pajifnd^ 
ing out. 

Jbt J he next place y the vegetable part of the 
Creation is not doubted to be. wholly material ; yet 
h{ that • will look into it, will dijerve EUcel^ 
lencies and Operations .in this part ^f Matter, 
which be wiH not find, contained in.iheEffence 
of Matter in general I. mr be (ibk. to conceive 
how they areproducedihy it^ and iioill be there^ 
f ore fky^ that, the Efj^ce bf Matter is dejlroyedirt 
ibem^ becaufe they have Properties and Opera'^ 
tions not contained in the ej/ential Properties of 
Matter as Matter y nfit explicable by .the Effence 
of Matter in general ? 

Let us advance one^^ep farther ^ and wejhaU 
in tbe Animal World mfttmtb yet greater Per-^' 
feSion^ and. Properties no way explicabk by the 
BJfence of Matter in general.. If . the Ommp^ 
tent Creator bad notfuperjadded tatherB^rth^ 
^bich produced the irrational Animakj ^ali^ 
ties far furpajftng tbofe\of the dull dead Earthy 
gut of which, tljeywere^: made ; Life^ Senfe, an4 
J^t^nms Motion^ mbkr.SlifalitiiS\tban '^^r^ 
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before in it^ it bad fiill remained i'wkfef^lefi 
Matter ; ^and if to the Individuals of each 
Speciesj be had not juperadded a Fifwer isf Pro^ 
pagation^ the Species hadperijhed with, thojkh^ 
dividuals : but by tbefe Effimces or Properties of 
each Species^ Juperadded to the Matter ivbieb 
they were inaJ^of the Effences or Properties of 
Matter in general nvere not itftroyedor cbemged^ 
am more than any tbU^ that was in tb Jn- 
dividuals before was deflroyed or cbanpedbf the 
Po^.ver of Generation fuperaddi^io them-^ the 
firfi BenediStion of the Almighty. 
• • In all Jiicb Cafis the Super4nducement of 
greater PerfeSions and nobler ^oKties^ dtfireys 
nothing of the Effence.or Perfe&kns that were 
there before 5 unlefs there can be JbiWed a ^sssasn-^ 
feftRepugnancy^betweenihemi but i^ the Proof 
cfered'for^ tkat^ is mfy that we cannot tomteive 
■bow Matter^ withaut ^db Jiipef^dded Ptffec^ 
tions; can produce juch»3S^eBs ; wi>iAis^ in 
truth, no more than to fay^ Matter in general^ 
or every part of Matter ^ as Maiter^ "has them 
not I but is no Reajonjoprove^ that God^ ' if be 
pleafes, cannot fupeiradd them to fome pisrts of 
Mattery unlefs it can be proved to be aOonfra- 
idiSlion that God Jhould give to Jbme Potts of 
Matter ^alities and PerfeSligns which Mat- 
-ter in general has not ^ ^M we cannot cotweive 
how Matter is inwftei with them^ or bow it 
operaiest by virtue ^the/e new Endowniients^ Nor 
is it to be wonder edy tMt we cannot^ wbi^l we 
limit all its Operations to tbofe ^alities if bad 
beforcy and ^ svouid_ explain them kf tbe,„imwn 

finalities 
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S^aHties tf Mooter in j^intraU wthaut any fucb 
faperinduced PetfeSitms. The loofcReafon- 
ing^ the Jumble of Ideas, the Confufion of 
Sentiment, the evafive Diftindions that appear 
in every Sentence of this tedious Quotation, 
arc a melancholy Proof of the Weaknefs of 
human. Underftanding, and the mighty Power 
of Prejudice, Paflion and Self-love to miflead 
4md pervert it. Nothing furely but a X'Ove 
of Fame, an Impatience of Contradi<n:ion^ 
and a Defi|^f Vidtory, could feduee fo great 
^nd exccll^^ a Perfon to depart from the 
pdaia and obvious Principles of Reafon and 
Philofophy, which himfelf had in the clear- 
jcft and fbongeft manner aflerted and main- 
tained If InaSHvk^ or Rtfijianct io any change 
4f the State it is in^ either of Reft or^ Motion^ be 
-one of the primary and mbfl: obvious Quali- 
4i€s of .Matter, which Iprefume will not be 
disputed: it >wiir unavoidably follow, that 
every poifible kind or degree of Motion, all 
the feversd Changes and -Modifications that 
can poffibly be made in any part or portion 
of Matter^ muft be dei^ved from fonie icnma- 
terial and fpiritual Principle, who is the Source 
of that moving Power by which alj the pof- 
• iible Changes of State, or Place^ can be cffec- 
. ted. Either there is InaStivity or Rsfi/lance in 
Matter J or there is not. If there is, it cannot 
polpbly move itfelf, fince two Tendencies or 
Properties opppfite and definitive to each 
other, can never fiibfifl in the fame Subjeft. 
If there be no Rtififbnte, the Action of Mat- 
Fa - 



ter upon Matter would be wholly inconceiv-^ 
nble, or rather impoflible, unlefs that other 
Matter could be moved by nothing at all } 
£o that in either cafe. Matter can never be- 
come a fclf-moving Subftance, no not by, any 
Powety becaufe it implies a Contradidion, 
You fee then how unreafonably Mr. Locke 
refolves the Poffibility of fpontaneous Motion 
fuperadded to Matter, in order to form or ex^ 
f>lain the Poffibility of a material Soul or 
Thinking Matter, iqto iSkllBjf^^otency of 
Krodj who can make all ^it^FJIKB^ that inir- 
fly not a ContradiSiion -, but tj^is inpUes a gla- 
ring Gontradiftion, and therefore . muft be 
given up for an Impoffibility. What then muft 
we fey ? What muft be the Confequence ? 
Why it is, it muft be plainly this, tbat fincc 
Matter is abfolutely incapable of thofe Qijali- 
ties and Operations which appear through the 
whole Bmte-Creation, if it cannot produce 
Ifbougbty Volitiony and fpontaneous Motion^ we 
inuft aflign fome other Caufe to which thefe 
Efleds may properly be afcribed, which muft 
be an immaterial and fpiritual Principle, tra- 
iy and properly called a living Soul, I know 
you will be well pleafed to find what I have 
here advanced confirmed by no lefs an Au- 
thority than that of the late learned Dr. Clarke^ 
in his DemonftratioHy &c. Part 11. Page 300. 
Edit. 4. and Page 221. Edit. 6. JUl things 
that are done in the JVorld (fays he) are doneei^ 
iker immediately by God himfelf^ or by created 
intelligent Beirfg\: Matter being evident^ not at 

all 
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€fU capable of any Laws or Powers wbatjbever^ 
qny more than it h capable .of Intelligence ; ex* 
cepting only this one negative Powety that eve^ 
ry part of it will always and necefffirily continue 
in that St ate ^ whether ofRefi or motion^ where* 
in it atprefent is ^ fo that all thofe things, which 
we commonly fay are the %ff0s of the natural 
J^owers of Matter ; and Laws of Motion^ as 
Gravitation, AttraSlion^ w the like ^ are ^ in-- 
deed, {if we willjpeak ftriSlly and properly) the 
EffeSi of God's ; aSling upon Matter continually 
and every Moment ^ either immediately by • bimr 
felf or mediately by fome created intelligent Be- 
ing: which -Obfervation^by-the^bye^ furmfhes 
fis, as has befn^ before not ed^ with an excellent 
natural Demppftration of Providence ; con/e* 
guentfy there is , i^ofuch thing as what Hen (all 
the Courfe of Nature^ or the Power of Nature. 
The Courfe of Nature^ truly and properly Jpeak^ 
ingy is nothing elfe but thefVill of God producing 
fertain EffeSls in a continued^ regular^ conftant^ 
find uniform Maimer : which Courfe or Manner 
pf aSiingy being in every Moment perfeStly arbt-- 
trary^ is as eafy to be altered at any titne as to 
be preferved.. In fhort, the thing ipeajui itfelf, 
} dare fay: you require ho otber Evidence than 
your own Reafon fuggefl? to you; but your 
Reverence for Dr, Clarke as a Philofopher, 
gives you the additional Pieafure of finding 
him clearly on the feme fide pf the Queftion. 

To many a fine Lady, .yea and many a fine 
Gentlemap, :I:fhould thihJc myielf bound to 
P)ake an Apolo^ for att^mp^ing to lead then^ 

tbf o* 
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thro' fo many hard Words, into fuch abftraft-- 
ed Speculations ; but to ofier at any to yoti 
would be an Affront to your Underftanding. 
You/ Madam, who have improved a fine Tafte 
by an early Acquaintance with the heft Writers 
of our Age and Nation, who tran enter into 
their Reatonings^ and point out with a critical 
Delicacy, their diftinguiQung BeantieS| which 
you even- improve, by repeating them; you 
who can find a more agreeable Entertainment 
in the polite add ratiobal Pleaibres of the 
Mind, than in the £iibionable Follies of Life ; 
who can find more Delight in the Charms of 
Poetry, and the feyere Speculations of Philo- 
f6phy; than in the infipid Chit-chat ' of a 
modern polite Converiation, wijl^ I bope^ 
think it no bad ComoHment to your Under^ 
Handing, that I fubmit my moft laboured 
Thoughts to yourOenfure^nd<!^orredioo, iuid 
efveh glory in your Approbation. 

Well, Madam, .thus far I think we Have 
j^retty well cleared our way through die Intri- 
cacies of Philofophy to one certain Coiiclu^ 
fion,' that Brutes have Souls^ ^rtt{iar'and im-^ 
tnatirial^eings. Here then let us make a fUnd, 
and'tftketfreath, let us loo^ forward and back- 
Wdird,' let us iufvey the Ground we have paft, 
vrhetber we have made no fid fe Steps, mifta^ 
ken our Direftion, or deviated in the lead 
frohi the diredt PkUi pf found Reafoh and true 
•Phjlofophy.;^ if nciit,.what moft bcdbnc nex^ 
"itiiift we. fit dowtaxontented wi^i^our fnn^ent 
Difcoverles, or nfdft^we venUffe^^^^ 

ftep 
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ftep further > Methinks I fee yottr thought*- 
ful penetrating Genius at a great difficulty ( 
retreat you cannot, as a Philofopher :*^— Ad?- 
vance you dare notj as a good Chriftian.«r^ 
Metbiiiks I bear you fay^ or I am fure yoa 
think with a kind of religious Horrour— -What 
then muft^be the Confequence !• — If they arc 
immaterial and fpiritual, they muft by not;- 
voiidahle Confequence be immortal, which has 
been ^enerall^r the. Medium to prove the Inkr 
mortality of lnuman Souls^wbich has the torrip 
bleAppearatce of philofopbical Herefy.¥r-4[>)ilp 
rage, Madam, never fear^ we will puifise this 
Thought no further thaa we have the Xig^ 
of Reaibn and Revc^tion to guide us ;. ; wlleic^ 
evQr that fails to di^edt us, we Will be eoiktSklC 
to (it do\yn in Ignorance andDarkneis^ dad k 
imuft be our own fiiult^ if w^ go wroog:oadcr 
fuch X>irei3;iQn*«-— >It has been an iatarinble 
Hule withtne, in all Gafts^ ^Love lindtPdlir 
fk:ks, always excepted) netrer-to fUfle aoevtfttft 
Truth for Jfear of Confeqpenoes, |u(ii!A(ul 
iionefl: Preimifes are a.kkkl^cif loving TMiig% 
which never fail to b^get juft and hbodftCMtr 
duiions; which being the l^itimate.Offffpcing, 
of virtuous Parents, and HeirsrApjpareat tQthe * 
found and virtuous CooftitutioQ of their Pro- 
^nitors, cannot fail tp fub£iil; upon the Iiite^ 
grity 9f the Family) therefore, e'en let ibop 
turn out, ^d fliift for themfelves. ..> ^ . 
Why,.jGiyybu, wiU>)mi'du:e to protiouiMlP 
^ ^t tte Sookof Brutes jorrinmcidrtall: No, 
snily, Madam^iiot l^ ^foa (haUprquMUMP 
;..;:,j '"""" "~'' * >. • for 
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foi- jour* felf, according to the Evidence that 
IhaW be given. Pray, what think you waS 
their Original State and Condition in their 
-fifft happy Settlement in Paradife, when all the 
Works of God were pronounced to be very 
^ood? ' Will you fay they were mortal ? Could 
laity Creature be mortal before Death entered 
ima the World ? And was not Death the im- 
mediate;' the neceffary Confequence of Sin/? 
SoihfeApoftle tells us, Rom. v. 12. By one Man 
Sin'intred into theJVorld^ and Deaf b by Sim 
And-was not Sin an accidental Tranfgrefliofi 
of'tbeLawof God, a Violatroi) of the Laws 
nf Thith and Order; ^'Breach of the Harmony 
of iSfwure > And by Gonfequience a Contra- 
idiaion to the Will of: the Creator? Now, if 
Death svere the!Ccmfequence pf •Sin, the Ef-^ 
fejft. of the Tran%reflion, which we are afliired 
of both by Reafon and Re^felationi is it con- 
iift^t either with PhUbfophy or Religion, to 
ibppbfe that the Effed: fhould precede the 
iCtaufei* that the Execution 'fhoold anticipate 
^ediinh^ce of Condemnation, and the Sen- 
tence the Tranfgreffion ? In tHis^Tiewof the 
cafe> • therefore, there feems to be a ftrongiPrc- 
fumption, that in the Intention of their Cre^ 
ator in their original Frame, and their Relation 
tcrthe-univerfal Syftem, they wercjto be Par** 
takers of that Bleiiing and Immortality which 
was the Privilege of the. whole Creation, till 
Man by his Di&bediehce forfeited: it for 1^ 
.felf, and by confequence for theoK^' Can any 
Mm prefume to ikfi (h^C lA^aitelWifdoni 
4 ocated 
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treated any thing in vain ? That in the infinite 
Variety of Creatures, there was fo. much as 
one that was fuperfluous or ufelefs ? That he 
who proportioned and formed the whole Syf* 
tem in Number ^ Weighty and Meafure^ Wifd. 
xi. 20. did not intend even the minuteft Por- 
tion of it to be a Monument of his infinite 
Wifdora and Goodnefs, by contributing to the 
Beauty, the Order, and Harmony of the 
whole ? And if the Prefervation of the Spe- 
cies , was neceflary to perpetuate the Harmony 
of the whole, what probable or poffible Rea- 
ion can be afiigned for the De{lru(ftion of the 
Individuals ? 1 am apt to believe it will be dif- 
ficult toailign any that will not as flrongly 
conclude againfl the Individuals of our owa 
Species, as of any other, and what Occafioa 
can there be for indulging bold Ccnje£tures« 
and flriking out new Hypothefes, to depreci-* 
ate the Wifdom, debafe the Goodnefs, and li- 
mit the. Power of the Almighty, and all thi? 
to folve Difficulties and anfwer Objedtiqns pro- 
ceeding purely from Prejudice, and Ignorance 
of |b<^ divine Wifdcwn and Power. The Mer^ 
eies of God are over all bis Works. He macte 
theni all: to be happy, as exquifitelyhappy a^ 
infinite Qoodnefs, Wifdom, and Power could 
snake them, and their Rank and St^te in Na<* 
tuj:e was capable of receiving 3 and it is not ow«* 
ing to any Mutability in the Counfels of God, 
to any Fault qf their own that they have loft 
any degree of that tjappinefs they, were: ere- 
aitw to enjoy, but it is the fatal and neceflary 
G Confe(juenc« 
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Confeqiience of the f elation they ftood in to 
ibcir unhappy rebellious Lord, and the dread-* 
ful Confufion which his Difobediencc has 
brought upon the whole vifible Creation, who 
were thereby made fubjcdl to Vanity^ i. c. Paiil 
and Mifery, Corruption and Death. Rom.y\\\. 
20. 

Do but examine your own compailionate 
Heart, and tell me, do you not think it a Breach 
of natural Juftice, wantonly and without Nc- 
ceffity to torment, much more to take away 
the Life of any Creature, except for the Pit- 
fervation and Happinefs of our own Being ; 
which in our prefent State of Enmity and 
Difcord is fometimes unavoidable? I know 
you do : And can you think that infinite Mer- 
cy, who made them to be happy, couU!, in 
the primary Intention of their Nature, rc- 
folvc to deprive them of that Happinefs (or 
at leaft a Poflfibility of recovering it again) by 
an utter Extinction of thcrr Being f H yott 
or I could be fo happy as to be able to boiM 
a Houie, to lay out a Garden, to contrive t 
Machine, to draw a Pidure, to cofhpoie % 
Poem or-a Piece of Mufic fo exquifitely perftft 
that all the Conmiff'eurs in the feveral Arts coold 
not be aWe to correfl:, or Envy itfelf to 
cenfure, I dare anfwer for you, as well at for 
fny felf, that we fhould be as ambitioos tXk 
preferve ; as we were to produce them, and 
think it the higheft Felicity to be able to per» 
petuate the Works of our Hands, or the La- 
bour of our Brains, by making them immor- 

taL 
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taL To build up only in order to pull down^ 
to produce or create in order to deftroy, in 
fhort, to do and to undo, without an appa* 
rent Neceffity, is a Reflexion upon common 
Senfe ; and (hall we, dare we, impute to infi- 
nite Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Power, an Infir-P 
mity, which a Man of common Senfe would 
blufli to be guilty of ? Were we the Owners 
of Animals, in their feveral kinds perfciSly 
lifeful, beautiful, and good, fliould we not be 
ibllicitous for their Prefervation, much lefe 
fhould we wantonly deftroy them ? But fur,- 
ther yet. Were we the Creators of thofe i^ni- 
mals, had we brought them into Being by 
the mightieft Efforts of human Benevolence, 
Wifdom, and Power, fhould we not watch 
over them with the moft endearing Marks of 
Tendernefs and AfFe(^ion ? And can we (a 
Race of evil, weak, and partial Creatures,) have 
more Regard for our own Works,, than the 
Almighty has for his P much lefs can we pre- 
iiune to fay, that we have more Compajfion for 
any of his Creatures than he that made them^ 
Z Efd. v. 33. And if our own Hearts afTu re uj, 
that we would not wantonly tormept or do- 
ilroy any of God's Creatures, it will, I think, 
amount almoft to a Demonftration, that the 
Father of Mercies will not cauflefsly deftroy 
the Work of his own Hands, or put an end* 
to the Being of any Creature, ^hom he cre- 
ated capable of eternal Happineis. 

But I expe(3:you will tell m?, as many grave 

Authors of great Learning, and little Under- 

Q i ftanding 
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landing have done bfefor* j^ou, that there la 
pot even the Appearance of Injuflie^ "Or Cru- 
elty in this Procedure j that if the Brutes them- 
felves had Power to fpeak, to complain, to 
appeal to a Court of Juftice, and plead their 
own Caufe, they could have no juft Reafbn for 
Comprint: This you may fay, but I know 
you too well to believe you think fo ; but it is 
an Obje<9:ion thrown in your way by fome fi> 
rious Writers upon this Subjedt j they tcU you, 
^hat their Exiftence was given them upon this 
very Condition, that it ftiould be temporary 
and fhort, that after they had fluttered, or crept, 
dr fwam, or walk'd about their refpedivc Elei- 
menis for a little Seafon, they fhould be fwept 
away by the hand of Violence, or the Coum 
of Nature, into an entire Extincflion of Being, 
to make room for their Succeffors in the fame 
Circle of Vanity and Corruption. But, pray, 
who told them fo ?- Where did they leairn^his 
Philofophy ? Does either Reafon ot Rcfvela** 
tion give the leaft Countenance to fuch a boM 
Affertion ? So far from it, that it feetos a dJ- 
rcdtContradidion to both. The wife Preach^ 
•cr has given us a deeper and fafec Foundaw 
tion for our Philofophy, Ecckf. iii. 14. I know 
' that wbatfoeve^r God doe th^ it jhall be for ever^ 
nothing can be put to ity nor any thing taken from 
ity and God doeth it that Men Jhould fear before 
him. And the Royal Pfalmift, Pfat. civ. 
' ivhere he is defcribing the Beauty, the Mag- 
nificence, the Wifdom of the Creation, breaks 
'out into Raptures of Gratitude and Jt^ ': 
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hord (fays he, ver. 24.) hf)HX) manifold are thy 
Wi>rks^ in Wifdtm haji thou made them aff^ the 
^arth is full of thy Riches. If then all the 
Works of God are the Effed of infinite Wif- 
dom, if every, even the meaneft, the fmalleft, 
aft^d moft contemptible Creature, were fortncd; 
directed, andeftablifli'd in their proper Rank 
and Order, by the unerring Counfel and Wif- 
dom of the Almighty ; is it not a bold Prc- 
fumption to impute to thatWifdom, unworthy 
and contradidlory Counfels ? Does it not fecm 
Xb imply Inconftancy and J*(Iutability in God, 
that the fame infinite Wifdom that made every 
Creature beautiful, ufcful, and good, for cer- 
tain Ends and Purpofes, fhould deftroy, or an* 
nihilate any thing that he has made, and there- 
by defeat the Wifdom of his oM^n Counfels. 
^nd the Ends of his Providence ? This furdy 
muft appear as (hocking to Reafon, as it is con- 
tradidlory to Revelation. And therefore the 
Pfalmift, Pfal. civ, after be has defcribed ia 
moft pompous and poetical Language, the 
Beauties and Glories of the Creation, partiT 
cularly the Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms, 
feems to lament their Mortality as a Violence 
and Breach njpon the Harmony of Nature, ver. 
29. Thou hideji thy Face^ they are trotMed\ thou 
fakefi away their Breathy they die ^xnd return to 
their Dufl. But he comforts nimfelf in the nca, 
Verfe, that they are not toft, their Death isi 
but a Change of their StJttc and Manner of fix-* 
iftence: the original Purpofes of God in tbeit 
Creatioti fhal) ftand for ever aaid ever; and 

wnafcfWT 
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whatever Changes and Revolutions they may 
undergo, they fhall in due time appear agaia 
in their proper Place and Order, to fill the Sta- 
tion, and anfwer the feveral Ends intended by: 
infinite Wifdom in their firft Creation, ver, 30, 
^boujhalt fend forth (for fo it (hould be ren* 
dcred) thy Spirit^ and they fhall he created^ (i. c. 
appear again in a new Form or Manner of Ex-« 
iftence) and thou fhalt renew the face (ftheEartb^ . 
the Glory of the Lord (manifcfted in the Kz^ 
novation of the vifible World and all its Inha- 
bitants) Jhall endure for ever^ and the Lfird 
fhall rejoice in his fVorks^ As he did in their 
firft Creation, when he pronounced them all 
to be very good, when all the Powers of Hea-. 
vcnand Earth proclaimed aloud the Wifdom, 
the Goodnefs, and Power of their Maker, when 
the Morning Stars fang together^ and all the Sans 
9fGodfhoutedforjoy^]ohxxyiVi\\.y. The Evi- 
dence that appears thus ftrong from the Con- 
iideration of the Nature of God, the infinity 
Perfedion of his Wifdom, and the Immuta- 
bility of his Counfels, will appear yet ftronger 
from confidering the Nature and.iCondition^ 
the Capacities and Powers of the Creatures 
themfelves: As they are all endued with Life and 
Motion, Senfe and Perception, and many of 
them, 'perhaps, with equal, if not quicker and 
inore delicate Senfations in their Sphere of Ac- 
tion, than many of us in ours, and thefe freely 
beftov^ed upon them by the overflowing Good- 
fiefs of their IVJaker ; if they were intqvie^ 
{lo^^nly to fill the feveral Hanks and Orders 
^ ' they 
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they ftand in, in the univerfal Scale of Bein^^' 
and compleat the Harmony of the Univcnc, 
but alfo to have their Share in the genetal 
Blefiing, and fuch a degree and portion of HatM 
f inefs as they were capable of enjoying t Will 
any one fay, it woujid be no Punifliment td 
them to be totally deprived of that Happinefi, 
and even of a Poffibility of recovering it, by 
an arbitrary and entire E^rtinftion of their Be- 
ing ? You and I fliould certainly think fo, if 
we were to do or fuficr the fame ; afid wt 
may, by more than a Parity of Reafon, be 
afraid to afcribe to Almighty Goodneis and 
Wifdom, what appears a Weaknefs and Cru- 
elty in our felves. Tell me not that God 
may do this by an arbitrary Aft of his Will, 
and be no more partial or unjufl in ftriking 
them out of the Lift of Beings, than in bring- 
ing them into it, that he may refumeaGrant 
that he had freely given them ; and who {hall 
jirefume to flop bis Hand^ or limit bis Power^ 
and fay ^ What doefi thou? This is arguing from 
the Principles of human Weaknefs and Ig- 
norance, the Counfels of God are not arbitrary 
in the human Scnfe of that Word, but found- 
ed on the immutable Principles of infinite 
Wifdom, Goodncfs, and Truth, and there- 
fore witbout Variablenefs or Shadow of cbar^^ 
ing^ Jam. i. if. His Counfels,- like his Na- 
ture, are the fame to^ay^ yefterday^ and for^ 
ever. Heb. xiii. 8. 

It Would be the highefl Prefumption to pre« 
tend to limit the Power of the Almighty i 

.yet, 
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yet all agree in this, that Omniftotence itfelf* 
can do nothing that implies a Cpntradi&ioa $ 
bat is it not a manifefl Contradidion to infi- 
l}ite Wifdotn, to oxake and unnoiakei to create 
^d to deftroy ? The iaoie infinite Wifdom 
and Power that brought them into Being, muf^ 
of neceflity (pardon, the Exprcflion) preferva 
them in it,.unleis we could fuppoie that he, 
who from Eternity faw through all the Pof- 
fibilities of Being, in whom every part of the 
Creation lives^ and moves^ and has its fieing^ 
{hould fee a Reafbn for crqating at one time^ 
and deftroyingat ^ another, the .Works of his 
own Hands.ir— — J might pufli this Argument 
yet further, and perhaps be aUe to product^ 
fomething more than Conjei^ure and Probabi« 
lity, that the very Notion of Amibilation i^ 
sd>furd and unphilofophical, contradicStory aad 
impoflible ; but. as this \frould be leading you^ 
into a too tedious and abftrufe Speculation, X 
iball content myfelf, and hope I have, in £xnQ 
meafure, iatisfied you, with what has been 
already iaid upon this Subjed:. 

The great Mr. Lacke^ in his Controveriy 
with the Bi/hop of ^orr^^r. Page 148, makea 
a kind of Objedion to what has been here adU 
vanced, that has more the Air of a Sneer thfiii 
an Argument. But here I take libert)^ ta 
(^ferve^ .that if your Lordjbip alhws Brutes t^, 
have Senfation^ it will follow either that Ood^sm 
and does give to Jome portions of Matter a Pomer 
if Perception andjbinking j and that all Am^ 
mals have immaterial, andconfequently^ according 
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to yoiir Lortlp:jp^ iwmorfal 5ouh^ as ivel/ at 
Men. And to fay that Fleas and Mttes, &C4 
have immortal Souls as nrll as Men^ iiill pojji^ 
bly he tooled on as going a great way to ferve 
an HypotheJiSi Many Writers fince his time 
have improved this Thought, in order to ex«* 
pole and ridicule thelmmaieriidity of the Soul, 
by mentioning the iLels in Vinegar^ the num- 
berlefs Nations^ which to (he naked Eye ap- 
{)ear as the Blue of a Plumbs but are difco* 
vered by the Microfcope, to be the proper In- 
habitants of that particular Orb or Sphere j 
but let them try the utmoft Strength of thefe 
ObjedtionSi and fee what it will prove, but thre 
Ignorance and Prefumption ofthofe that make 
It. Is it not a more furprizing Inftance of 
the Almighty Power of God, to form fo 
wonderful, fo beautiful a Piece of Mecha- 
nifm in one of thcfe minute Animals, than 
in that of an Ox or a Horfe^ a Whale or an 
Elephant ? What lefs than infinite Wifdom 
and Power, eould form a little Portion of Mat- 
ter, tod fmall to be viewed by the naked Eye, 
into that almoft infinite Variety of Parts, that 
are neceflary to form lan organical Body ? l)o 
hut confider^ how inexpreflibly fine, flender, 
and delicate, mud the leveral Parts be, that 
are licceflary to form the Organs, to propor- 
tion the Strufture, to diredt the Machinery, 
and preferve and fupply the vital and animal 
A6tion in one of thefe imperceptible Animals 1 
yet every part that is necelTary to Animal 
Life^ is as truly found in one of them, as in 
H Behemoth 
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, Behemoth and Le*viathan. I very much doubt 

whether any Wifdom but that which framed 

"them, can fully comprehend the Strudhire, 

, the Symmetry^ the Beauties of this almoft im- 

. perceptible Generation, and think it muft needl 

^exceed any finite Underftandmg to conceive, 

much lefs to explain, howfuch an infinite Va- 

' riety of Parts, and Exercife of Powers, coc^d be 

contained or exerted within fo narrow a Space : 

Fir ft, ]hk* Heart, the Fountain of Life ; then 

the MuJclei.ntct^diXy to produce Motion ; the 

Gland^^ for tbq Secretion of Juices ;^thc Ven^ 

,iride and Inteftincs for digefting their Nou- 

rifliment, and numberlefs other Parts which 

, are necei|ajy to form an organical Body* Th» 

'Knowledge ^is too wondcrfuj and excellent for 

^any human^Underftanding^ iaad it may reafb- 

*^nably be donated, whether' the Angels them- 

^felves are able to explain and comprehend ft 

jBut when we further confider, that each of 

.thofe Members 'are themfelves alfo organical 

'Bodies, that they cob lift of Fibres, Membranes^ 

Coat3, Veins, Arteries^ Nerves, and number- 

*leis Springs, Tubes, and Pullies, too iine'for 

imagination itfcif to conceive, try in the next 

place whether you can form the leaft Appear- 

anqe, even of a Guefs, how infinitely fubtl# 

and fine muft the parts of thpfe Fluids be, 

that circulate thro' thefe Tubes,, as the Blood, 

the Lympha, aud animal Spirits, which in tht 

Jargeft Animals are fo exquilitely fine, that no 

Imaginat^n can explain or conceive. Can any 

'Wifdom^ anyPower, lefs,thaA iofinite,, produce^ 



«• explain fuch wonderful EfFecSls and Appear, 
anccs as thefe ? Infinite Wifdom is as truly and. 
wonderfully difplayed in theTmalleft, as in thc^ 
greateft Works of the Creation, and nothing 
lefs than the fame Wifdom that formed the 
liniverfal Syftem, could poffibly produce the 
fmalleft and moft contemptible Being' in na- 
ture. I fay then, that all thefe R^Sts ofin^ 
finite Wifdom were intended to anjwer fome end, 
to fervefome purpofe^ of they were not : they 
contributed fomething to the Beauty and Harmo^ 
'try of the whole ^ or they did not : they were ei^ 
'ther ufeful and necejfary in their fever al Rank^ 
and OrderSy or fuperfluous and ufiefs : Take 
which fide of the Dilemma you pleafc, and 
fee what Confequences will unavoidably fol- 
low.. If you fay they were made for fome 
end, to anfwer fome purpofe, that they corf- 
;tributed to the Beauty and Harmony of the 
whole, it will ncceflarily follow, that they 
do fo flilf, unlefs you will venture to fay, that 
the Syftem is alter'd, that what was once nc- 
ceflary is not fo now ; which would be an 
abfurd and bla(phemdus Imputation upon ih^ 
finite Wifdom. It will therefore follow, that 
whatever Ufes or Purpofes were intended in 
their Creation, can only be fupplied and an* 
fwered by ftill preferving them in being. If 
they were created by infinite Wifdom^ the fame 
' infinite Wifdom will alfo preierve them : if you 
doubt or deny this, you muft unavoidably fall 
into the other fide of the Dilemma^ and fay 
that they were not the Effefts of infinite Wtf 

Ha dom^ 
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dom, that they were not made to fervc any 
end, or anfwer any purpofe, that they contri- 
buted pothing to the Beauty and Harmony of 
the Syftem, that rnany of them are not on- 
ly ufelefs and unneccflary, but noxious and 
mifchievous, and had better either not have 
been created at all, or immediately (truck out 
of the Lift of Beings, to prevent their doing 
more Mifchief ; in ihort, that they were a fort of 
3y- blows, Excrefcencies, or fortuitous Pro- 
duftions, >vith which infinite Wijdom had no 
manner of Concern, either in their Formation 
or Prefervaiion, Does not fuch a Thought as 
this ftrike ypu with a kind of religious Hor- 
rpur ? Is not the Blafphepiy as (hocking to 
your Piety, as the Nonfenfe to your Under- 
ftanding ? Yet one of thefe muft be main- 
tained tp fupport the other (ide of the Qu^f- 
tion. I will therefore venture to conclude, 
. that whatfoeyer Creatures infinite Wifdom (aw 
fit to produce in the iirft Creation, will be 
. preferved by the fapie infinite Wijdom fo long 
, as the Syftem itfelf fliall continue, which is 
as certain a Cpnclufion, as that the Parts (hall 
> coiitinuc as lon^ as the Whole, the Materials 
(liall fubfift as long as the Fabrick ; and this 
not only with regard to the Species, but to all 
the Individuals of the fcveral Species, which, at 
lleligion ^nd Philofophy a(rare us, were actu- 
ally cjfifting in their firft Caufe or Parent, 
wlien the divine Benediftipn, to increafc and 
multiply, was pronounced upon thism, and 
, they were declared by God himfclf to be 
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wry geod. Whatever Arguments have or may 
be produced in Vindication of the Wifdom 
and Goodncls of God in the Works of the 
Creation, will (I humbly conceive) more ftrong^ 
ly conclude for their Immortality : and if fo 
much as the Shadow of a Reafon can be aU 
ledged for their Annihilation or utter Extinc- 
tion of their Being after Death, it will as 
iVongly conclude againft the Wifdom of their 
firft Creation, And whether fuch a Conceflion 
might not have a fatal Influence upon weak 
and irreligious Minds, deferves well to be con- 
fider*d, whether they might.not from hence be 
induced to believe or to hope, at leaft, that 
they might receive the fame Indulgence as the 
reft of their Fellow-Brutes, and be no more 
accountable for the Sins of a long Life, the 
Abufe of nobler Faculties, the Defiance of the 
higheft Authority, the Contempt of the plains 
eft Duties, and a Violation of the moil reafo- 
nable Commands, than the poor Brutes, who 
have no Sin to anfwer for, and would never 
have known eithei Pain or Sorrow, Suffering 
or Death, had our firft Parents but continued 
as innocent as they : What then fhouldhin-* 
der their Continuance in being after the Diffo* 
lution of their Bodies ? Why may not the im- 
material Form be difpofed of in its proper 
State, waiting for the 'Time of the Re/lit ution 
of all things^ A6ts iii. 21. When the wbok 
JUfferi7ig Creation Jhall be delivered from tbi 
pondage of Corruption int^ the glorious Liberty 
fftbe Sms ofGQd^ Roxn, viiL ai. The wife 

Preacher 
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Preacher feems to have exprefs'd his Thought! 
very plainly upon this Queftion, Ecch iii. 2 1. 
where he mentions the Spirit of a Man^ and 
the Spirit of a Beaji^ however different in 
ribcir ^)ecifick Dignity and Qualities, yet both 
^aally immaterial and immortal, both return- 
ing, after the Diflblution of their Bodies, to 
fheir proper State or Centre : The Spirit of 
the Man going up%vards^ and the Spirit of the 
Beaft going downward ^ that is, the former af- 
cendin^, the other defcending to their proper 
Rank or Sphere in the invifible World.---And 
after all, where is the Difficulty of comprehend- 
ing, or the Danger of aflerting this proper Af- 
fortment of the feveral Species of Beings, ac- 
cording to their original State in the Order of 
Creation ? What need is there of fo much phi- 
lofophical Refinement and Caution in explain-^ 
ing fo obvious a Queftion ? What poffiblc 
Danger can there be in afferting a Truth too 
plain to be denied, or what Purpofes of Reli- 
gion can be ferved in concealing or difguifing 
a certain Truth, in order to eftablifh an un- 
certain, I had almoft faid an impoffible Con- 
jcdure ? Tell me ingenuoufly. Madam, can 
you hefitate a Moment how to determine up- 
on this Queftion ? Some learned Men have 
ftarted a Difficulty, how thefe feparate Effen- 
ces, or Brute-Soulsj are to be difpofed of after 
Death. Thus, particularly, the pious, learn- 
ed, and Right Reverend Author of The Proce^ 
dure J Extent y and Limits of Human Under-^ 
/landings exprcffes his Doubts and^Fcars, Page 

^73. 
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Brutes to be an Argument of the Immateriality 
of their Souls ^ find tbemf elves under a Neceffity 
of allowing thofe Souls to be naturally immor^ 
\tal likewife^ and they are fo embarajjed how to 
difpofe of thofe irrational immortal Souls after 
the Dijfolution of their Bodies y and what fort 
of Immortality to conceive for them^ that thej 
imagine them all to return to the great Soul of 
Spirit of the fVorld^ or by a Metempfuchojis tf 
pafs into the Bodies of fucceeding Animals ^ and 
then when they have ame their Work at the end 
of the Worlds they are to be difcharged out g^ 
Beings and again reduced to their primitive no^^ 
thing. — Again — If thofe Souls are once granted 
to be immaterial^ it is utterly inconceivable tt>df 
theyjhould not naturally have the fame Immorta^ 
}ltTAx^ith thofe that are human ; fince wecanmP 
wtih any ^enfe or Confijlency dijiinguijk two dif^ 
ferent kinds of Immortality for created Spirits^ 
if the Souls of Brutes be immortal^ that can^ 
not when feparate be thought to remain akoge-' 
ther in a State of InaSlivity or Infenfibility^ 
which communicated Senfe and AStivitv to MaU 
ter^ while in conjunSiion with it ; andiffo^ they 
miijl be fenfible of Happiriefs or Mifery^ andtm 
fome degree liable to Rewards and Punijloments 
as eternal as their Souls. He concludes, IFhat, 
heightens the Abfurdity of this way of Thinks 
j^S^ i^y that in imagining the Souls of Brutes 
to be imfnaterial, Men mup necejfarily dijiinguijb 
^ great Variety of them^ both in Nature and 
JQ^grce^ mefort for Birds^' another for Beqfis^ 
; . ^ • ^^ • * and 



*anJ ariofherfor Pijhes ; and thefe triufi be dlt 
Jubdivided again into very different Species of im^ 
material Souls ^ according to the different farts 
there are under each of thefe general Heads. Hay^ 
every Fly and InfeB muft on this Suppojit ion have 
fome fort of immaterial Soul^ even down to the 
Cheeje-mites i and what is yet more abfurdj is^ 
that there mufl be an infinite Variety of Imma^ 
terialities imagined^ to pit the Rank and Con-^ 
dition of every individual^ livings fenfible Crea- 
ture. What a Rhapfody is here I Can there 
be a more lively Pifture of a puzzled Itnagi-* 
* nation, terrified with Spedlrcs, and combating 
with Difficulties of its own creating ? If the 
Premifes be juft, the Conclufion muft be fa 
too, they muft ftand or fall together : If the 
Evidence be ftrong for the Immateriality of 
Brute-Souls, as I believe you think it is, their 
Imiportality muft, in my Opinion, be the na- 
tural Confequence : And how are We con- 
cerned to enquire what (hall become of thero 
in their feparate State? What is it to us to 
tnow how they fhall be difpofed of after the 
Diflblution of their Bodies ? Cannot infinite 
' Power, which formed them without otir Ad- 
vice and Affiftance^ difpofe of them in the 
feme manner ? This, I think, is certain^ 
that if they are immaterial, and coniequentiy 
immortal^ if their Souls animated certain ho^ 
dies in this Life, and were the proper Prin- 
ciples of their Adlion, they cannot ceafc ta 
be aftive after they are in a feparate State, and 
muft have a peculiar Sphere otLiie and Adion 
4 witboiitl 
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tvithout their bodies, as well as they had on 
them. Can you, Madam, conceive what 
would have become of the humerous De-*. 
fcendants of the fevcral Species of Beings, 
(whofe peculiar Bleffing ffom God was to 
increafe and multiply) \i Adani had not finned^ 
nor by confequence Sin and Death entered in- 
to the World ? Can vve fuppofe that he who 
made them to inctcafe and multiply, had not 
made a proper Provifion for their Reception ? 
And will not (think you) the fame Wifdom 
6nd Power continue the fame Provifion foi* 
them ftill ? Can any Man pretend to tell me 
what is the State of feparate Souls ? Where, 
or what, or how many are the different Man- 
fions and Receptacles of the Dead ? Thefe are 
idle. Enquiries, unanfwerable Qgeftions, yet 
does any reafonable Man doubt whether there 
arc fuch Manfions, fuch proper Habitations for 
feparate Spirits, and if for one Rank of Beings, 
why not for all ? And is it not a monftroas 
Prefumption in us, who are ignorant of the 
plainefi things^ and can hardly judge aright of 
the commoneji things that are upon earthy and 
find not without great labour the things that 
are before us^ Wifd. ix. 16. to be prefcrib- 
ing Bounds to omnipotent Wifdom, diredting 
the Excrcife of infinite Power, by our narrow 
Apprehen fions of the Nature of things, and 
the Power of God ? His Objeftion againft the 
fame Immortality allotted to different Species 
of Beings, is very crudely and obfcurefy ex- " 
preffed. Immortality, or a' Pe^petui^y of E^c- 
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iOence in its abftradted Nature, to whatever 
different Ranks or Species of Beings it is ap- 
plied, muft be one and tbejame^ however dif- 
ferent their State and Condition may be. As 
'for the Brute-Souls being (enfible of Happi- 
ncfs or Mifery in their fcparate State, Why 
not ? as well as in their prefent natural State? 
If they are capable of Happinefs or Mifery 
here, if they are the Objeds of divine as well 
*as human Compairion in their prefent State, 
(which both Reafon and Revelation plainly 
evince) what (hould hinder their being capa- 
ble of higher degrees of Happinefs in their fe- 
parate State in the invifible World, as well as 
they were in their firft Scituation in Paradife, 
before Sin and Death entered into the World, 
and they funk with us under the Bondage of 
Corruption ? But to fay (as our Author does) 
.that it will thence follow they are liable to Re^ 
wafds andFuniJloments^ requires both Proof and 
Explanation. They were not moral Agents, 
nor is their prefent Unhappinefs the proper 
Punidiment of any abufe of their Free-will, 
the Violation of any Duty, the TranfgrefTion 
of any Command, or Difobedience to the 
Will of their Maker. This the Apoftle ex- 
prtfly declares, R.om. viii. 2q. That they were 
vhide fithjeSl to Vanity^ not ivillingly^ not by any 
.Fault of their own, but by reafon of him ^ upon 
the Account, by the Tranfgreffion of Man, 
who hasfubjeSied them to it in hope ; that is, in 
certain hope of being delivered from a Mi- 
fery they had not delcryed,. frpm a Bondage 
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which they had not brought upon therA felves,but> 
were neceflarily involved in it by the relation.- 
they flood in to our fir ft Parent, who was their 
natural Lord, the Sovereign and Governour. 
of the whole Mundane Syftem. And why 
does he fay it heightens theAbfurdity of this 
way of Thinking, that we fliall be obliged 
to diftinguifli a great Variety of Souls, both 
in Nature and Degree, for the great Variety 
of Beings ? Why is it a greater Abfurdity to 
fuppofe different Species of immaterial Souls, 
than different Species of material Bodies ? If 
(as the Apoftle reafons, i Cor. xv. 39.) All 
Flejh is not the fame Flejh, but there is one kind 
ofFleJh of Men ^ another Flejh of Beajis, ano-- 
ther of FiJheSy and another of Birds : Where. 
would be the Abfurdity of thinking or faying, 
all Souls, or Spirits, or immaterial Beings are 
not fpecifically the fame, but there is one kind 
of Soul of Men, another kind of Beafts, ano- 
ther of Fifhes, another of Birds, and another 
of Infeifts, and perhaps another of the various 
Tribes and Families of each ? It is at lea ft 
highly probable that it is fo, and the Appear- 
ance of Abfurdity arifes from nothing tUo, 
but our Ignorance of the Ways of God, and 
his myfterious Operations in the Frame and 
Courfe of Nature, and a vain Prefumptioa 
that we are competent Judges of both. Thi? 
it is that tempts us to prefcribe Limits, and 
dired: the Excrcife of infinite Power ; this 
tempts us to formHypothefes, and lay Schemes 
for the Operations of Omnipotence, and charge 
I z everv 
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every Deviation from it as abfurd and nnreafo- 
nable. And by the Ikme Method of Reafoning, 
we might, (if Experience did not convince 
us) as wifely infer that the almoft infinite Va^ 
riety of material Bodies were abfurd and im- 
poflible, And after all this Appearance of 
Abfurdity, it is more than probable that this 
great Variety of immaterial Souls both in Na-t 
ture and Degree for InfeSls^ Fifies^ Birds j and 
Becifts^ ought to be regarded as a Angular Arti- 
cle in the Harmony and Beauty of theCreation, 
in the rifing Scale of immaterial Beings, 
When we obferve fuch a wonderful Gradation 
of Beauty, Form, Perfedtion and Proportion, 
in the feveral Parts of Matter, through the 
Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral Kingdoms. 
through all the Species of Foflils, Plains^ and 
Animals, up to the human Body, it maft ap 
pear to a rational and attentive Mind, to be a 
wide and unnatural Chafm in the Nature of 
things, if there were nothing between dead 
Matter and the human Soul. Let us not then 
embarrafs ourfelves with Doubts and Enqui- 
ries about the Purpofes ^nd Counfcls of infi- 
nite Wifdom, in the Creation of fuch a won- 
derful and beautiful Variety of Animals, thro' 
all the feveral Regions of Nature ; but (atisfy 
ourfelves, that as nothing lefs than- infinite 
Power could produce the leaft and moft con- 
temptible into Being, fo nothing lefs than infinite 
Wiidom hasformed and dircfted them toan- 
fvver the feveral Purpofes pf their Creatioo, 
and fill their dideiient Ranks and States in the 
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gcale of Being, and that the fame infinite 
Wifdom will not fail to difpofe of them herci 
after in the moft proper Manner, to anfwer 
the original Purpofes of their Creation. Thus 
much we may venture to pronounce with 
fafety, that it is by no means inconfiftent with 
Reafon, that there may be feveral Degrees and 
Orders of immaterial Beings, with different 
Powers and Faculties, according to their diffe- 
rent Ends : And that fuch of thefe as are capa-^ 
ble of adluating Bodies, may be difpofed of 
in different Bodies, according to their different 
Capacities : and when the immaterial Beings 
^re fepara ted from thefe Bodies, fo that the 
Bodies arc dead, no Man can prefume to fajr 
that it k impoffible or unreafonable, for om- 
nipotent Wifdom to continue them in being, 
and difpofe of them in fuch a State or Condi- 
tion as heibail fee fit. And if partial humaa 
Benevolence, if limited human Underftanding, 
could conceive any poflible Reafon, or con- 
trive any poffible Means to continue their B<i- 
ing, and their Happinefs in a State of Sepa-* 
ration, then it is neither an abfurd Thought, 
Hor impious Hope, that their Almighty and 
moft Merciful Creator, whofe Compaflions are 
over all his Wdrks, may effcdl both, fince no- 
thing lefs than both could at firft move him 
to. bring them into Being, add fuch a State a3 
the Harmony of Nature required, and infinke 
Wifdom faw fit for them. 
. And now, Madam, I appeal to you and to 
«very fenfible impartial Reader^ to tell me 
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what pbffible ill Confequences can be drawn 
from the Suppofition of their Immortality 5 or 
what poflible Advantage to the Interefts of 
true Philofophy and Religion can arife from 
denying it? The Infidel will bepleafed to hear 
you own the Poffibility of a material Soul of 
thinking Matter, and comfort himfelf with 
the hope that he with the reft of his reafon-. 
ing Fellow-Animals may be exadlly of the 
fame make, have nothing in them fuperiour to 
Matter, no Principle of Immortality, nothing 
capable of eternal Rewards and Punifhments; 
tho' he himfelf would eafily turn the Tables 
upon you, and prove the contrary from the 
plaincft Principles of Nature and Philofophy. 
On the other hand, if we could prove to his 
Satisfaction, that every kind and degree of 
Life through the univerial Syftem muft necef- 
farily be immortal, it would prove ftrongly 
upon him the neceflity of his own Immor- 
tality, and quite deftroy the feeble, the ter- 
rible Hope of Annihilation, or utter Extinc- 
tion of his Being 5 it would (how him in a 
ftrong and amazing Light, theabfolute Impof- 
fibility of evading the proper and neceflary Pu- 
ni(hment of a wicked and ungodly Life, the 
unavoidable Confequences of brutifh and vi* 
cious Habits, debafing the Soul, degrading it 
from its proper Rank and Dignity, corrupting 
aM its Faculties, and rendering it uncapable of 
thofe divine Communications which are the 
pi*oper Life, the only real Felicity of human 
Souls. But tp return^ 
i * ' The 
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' The wonderful Gradation in the Scale of 
Beings (fo far as our Senfes can difcover it) is 
not only the Objed: of daily Experience and 
Admiration, but is alfo a noble Key to open 
to us the more remote and invifible Scenes of 
Nature and Providence, and to raife upon the 
Foundation of a juft and proper Analogy, a 
rational Superftrudure little inferiour in Evi- 
dence and Strength to a Mathematical Demon- 
ftration. As we obferve in all Parts of the 
Creation, that there is a gradual Connection of 
one with another, without any great or dif- 
cernible Gaps between, that in all that great 
Variety of Things we fee in the World, they 
are all fo clofely linked together, that it is not 
eafy to difcover the Bounds between them ; 
we have all the reafon imaginable to believe, 
that by fuch gentle Steps, and imperceptible 
Degrees, Beings afcend in the univerfal Sy- 
llem from the loweft to the higheft Point of 
Perfection. Where is he that can fettle the 
Boundaries of the material and fpiritual 
World ? Who can tell where the fenfible and 
rational begin, and where the infenfible and 
irrational end? Who can precifely determine 
the loweft Species of Animals, and the firft 
and higheft Degree of inanimateBeings ? The 
whole Syftem of natural Beings, fo far as we 
can obferve, leflen and augment in the fame 
Proportion, as the Quantity does in a regular 
Cone, where though there be a manifeft dif- 
ference betwixt the bignefs of the Diameter at 
remote Diftanccs, yet fh? diffeience betwixt 
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the tipper and under, where thejf touch eacft 
other, is hardly difccrnable : The Difference 
betwixt Man and Man is inconceivably greats 
Were we to compare a NeWorij a Locke^ or a 
Boyle^ with that fort of human Creatures com- 
inonly diftinguifli'd by the Name and Title of 
bonefi^ or 'very bonejl Fellows^ who have very little 
befides their Shape and Rifibility (or Faculty of 
laughing, which fome Philofophcrs make to 
be the formal Difference betwixt rational and 
irrational Animals) to diftinguifh them from 
Brutes, we fhould be almoft tempted to think 
them of a different Species : but were we to 
compare the Underftandings, the Tempers^ 
the Abilities of fome Men' and fome Brutes, 
we (hall find fo little Difference, that it would 
be hard to fay to which we fhould give the 
preference. The Brute in the Stye^ the Stable 
or the JCennel, and the Brute in the Parlour, 
are very often diftinguiftied to the advantage 
of the former, as the more harmlefs, the more 
ufeful, the more virtuous Animals of the twa 
Nor has the Difference in point of Undcrftand- 
ing been much lefs confiderable. Now as the 
Rule of Analogy makes it more than probable, 
that in the afcending part of the Scale there 
are numberlefs Ranks and Orders of intelli- 
gent Beings, excelling us in feveral degrees of 
Perfcdion, afcending upwards towards the in- 
finite Perfccftion of the Creator, by gentle 
Steps and Differences, that are hardly at a 
difcernable diftance from each other: fo ift 
the defcending Part^ there are doubttefs num:- 
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l)crlcis Ranks and Orders of B^ing.jendued with 
Jower Faculties, lower Degrees of JL4fc;and Per* 
ception, till^yo^JCompwdowa^b(y: ijcpperceptible 
degrees to thp VegetiiLbles^i and Jnanimate 
Brutt-Matter 5 rJpivtt wtot >arc. tiue^.^^e 
Diifferences that diilingtjiif^ ^te £:^Wal Ranks 
and Pqgrecs of ,Bei^;4§iflot; le^fy .^ conceive* 
The Scale of yie, lik? thq Cpntinuation of a|^ 
Motion,'^ th? Undulatiop^t of T W^ves, the Vi*- 
4^atioQ :of Sounds^, \\an4 the Progreflion o£ 
Light, ^ are pcrforna?,4 by certain inlcparabl^ 
tho' diftind and decreaiing Coranuinicatiohs 
and Impreffions from onq part of Matter to 
anothe*", each of them pVoportionably dimi^ 
niihing, till you come at laft to,,a State of ab- 
folute Inaiftion and Refl: : but wlis^ is th^ pror^ 
cife £(nd abfolute Boundary, bet;wixt languid 
Motion, and abfolute Reft, what created Un* 
derilaoding. can explain or comprehend ? 
Who can fix the dife<a Point .>^r^ the laft 
dying Sound expires in dead Silence? Who 
can difc?itx wherq the laft glimmering Ray of 
Light 16- fw'allo wed up iq total Pa^rknefs and 
Ob£?ority? Who cj^n deteraiine the Limits 
betwixt the Ebbi^^nd. Flowing x)£jthe.^Tic^^ o? 
defcribe the fingk Point which is ;he ending 
of <hc Qfle, and |:lje beginning of the other | 
Npr are the Bc^ndarics betwixt the Humaa 
and jBmte Underftanding Imore ealily diftin^ 
guifhed. . Who can detiernfiine the lq\5ff ft De^ 
gree* of human . Ignprance, a.Bi(i' the higheft 
Pitch of .brutal Knowledge i , yvJUc^ can fay 
where ^he one ends, and the otb^r, begins, or 
. , K whe- 
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ivhcthcr thttc be any othtfr Diflferencc txtwixt 
them biitlh degree* 

Mr/jCa*fi^ id his /27th Chaf5ter, of Jdentity 
AndDiverJit% has, 'in the Courfe of his Argu^ 
irient, 6xaj^ fomcthing fo much to tour prc- 
ferit PuiTp6(fe/^hd (b apparently ccmtradiaory 
t6 what 'he has- aHvanoed in other parts m 
This Theory, that T cannot help tranicribing 
It. Pa^e^284. • Edit. 8?o. / think L may be 
H^njident; thai whoever jhmild fee a Creature 
if bis owk' Shape ^ tho* it bad no more Reckon ^ as 
'to its Liftj than a Cat, or a Parrot , would call 
^m fill a Man ; or wbojbever pould hear a 
'Catyr.a Parrot difcourje^ reafon, and pbilo^ 
jhphixej would €alt or think it nothing but a 
Xiat^ dPafrvt y and fay, the one was a dull, 
'irraiimal Man, and the other a very intelli^ 
'gent rational- Parrot. A Relation we have in 
an Author of great Note \fneanim Sir William 
litm^yTMmoirs) I had -d' mind to kmw from 
PrihceMzMnc€s own Mouth the Account of a 
common hut fnuch credited ^tory, that I had 
beard foofienjrom many others, of an old' Par^^ 
rot he bad in Brafil, during bis Gtrvernment 
thefi,tbi^fl>oke, and asked, and anfvered cm^ 
mon ^uejfliom tike a reafbnabU Creature yfotbdt ^ 
thofeofhis Train there gcTterally concluded it U 
"be Witchery or PoffeJjion\ ana one if his Ckap^ 
iains who lived long- afterwards in HdHand, 
'Would never from that time endure a Parrot, 
but faid' they aH had a Devil in tbem.^ ' I bad 
beard matr^ Particulars o/tbisStoty, and a^ 
vered by People bard to be di/creditedi ^itincb 



made me ask Prince Maurite what there was trt 
it. He faid^ with his ufual Plainnefs and Dry-- 
nefs of Talk y that there wasjbrfiethihgtrue^ but 
a great deal faije of what bad heen- reported. 
I defired to know of him what there was ofths 
frji ? He tpldmejhort and coldly^ that he had 
heard of Jiidh an old Parrot^ when be ■ came to 
Brafil i and tho* he believed nothing of it^ and 
'twas a good way offl he had the Curiofity to fend 
for it ; that it was a very great and a very old 
one ; and when it came fir ft into the Room where 
the Prince was with a great many UMichmsn 
about him^ it faid prejenthj What a Company 
of White-nfen are here I T^ey asked it what he 
thought that Man was^ pointing at the Prince ? 
It anfwered^ Some General or other. When 
they brought it chfe to him he asked it y -f* D^ou 
vencz V0U8? It anJwered^^At Marinnan. The 
Prince \ A cyii eftcsvous? The Parrot y A on 
Portugucfe. The Prince^ Qui fais t\x la ? The 
Parrot^ Jc garde l^s Poules, The Prince laughs 
edand faidy Vous gardes fesPoqles? The Pan- 
rot anfveredy Ouy, Moy, et je f^ay bierijfairo, 
and made the Chuck four or five times that Peo^ 
pie ufe to make to Chickens when they call them. 
I fet down the Words of this worthy "Dialogue 
in French jufi as Prince Maunc€ faid them to 
me. I ask' d him in what Language the Parrot 
Jpake ? And he faid m Brafilian. I asked him 
.1 K 2 whe^ 

\ Wbince cofkeyou T From Mariman. Ptio^* 9i *t$jlf9mt!9 
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^hiler be un^erficod Br^lian ? He faid^ No, 

but he had f^ken care tahave two Interpreters 

by him ; the dne a Di^cbmao tifbofpoke Brafiiian, 

and the other a Brafilian that j^akeDatch j 

that be ask'd themfefnarate^ and privately ,, and 

both of them agreed in telling him jufi the fame 

thing that the Parrot faid. I could not but tell 

this odd Story ^ hecaufe itis fo much out of the 

^ayy and from the firf^ bandy and what maypaft 

for a good one \ for I dare fay ^ the Prince at 

leaji< 6eliei;ed bimjelf in all he told,, me^ having 

ever pajffed for a very .honefl and' pious Man, 

Heave it to Naturalijls to reafon^ and to other 

M^ to believe as they pleafe upon it. 

The t)fc Mr. JiMke ii^akes of this furprizing 
Story, is of a very particular Nature, and I 
•mirft needs fay, not without Violence applied 
to his purpofe. Hear his own Remark. The 
Prince, *tis plain, who vouches this Story, and 
our Author who relates it from him, both of 
them call this Talker a Parrot s and I ask any 
oneelfe, who thinks fuch'a Story fit to be 
told J whether if thb Parrot, and all of its 
Jcind, had always talked^ as we have a Prince's 
' Word for it, this one did ; whether, I %, ithcy 
would not have pafled for a Race of ratimal 
AnifnaU ? So far, the Queftion is properly 
ftated, and may be cafily anfwered. Without 
. doubt they would. B]t|t, he proceeds to afk 
further. Whether for all that they would have 
been allowed to be Men, and not Parrots ? 
Whyiot Unlefs it were thought abfcird or 
unpious to afcribe any kjlnd or degree o^Rea- 
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fon to Brutes ; which is fo far from being thc{ 
cafe, that I humbly conceive, there is at leaft 
a ftrong Probability of the contrary. And thii 
Story, fo well attcfted, is no contemptible E- 
videncc in our favour. Suppofing, therefore, 
this to be the cafe, the Queftion I would affc 
ihould be this : Does not this Parrot difcove^: 
as evident Tokens at leaft of Reafon and Un- 
derftanding as many of our own Species, \yho 
are allowed to be reafonable Creatures, and to 
make a tolerable Appearance in the gay World? 
Is there any difcernible Difference betwixt the 
Converfation of this Bird, and many a fad un^ 
lucky Bird, who fancies himfelf a very pretty 
Fellow, and, perhaps, a very fine Gentleman ? 
Let us, if you pleafe. Madam, enter a little 
further into the Comparifon. The Parrot, in 
fo fliort a Converfation, could difcover but few 
Ideas, neceffarily involved in the Queftions he 
was obliged to anfwer ; but thofe few feem to 
be clear, diftincfl, and regularly adjufted ; and 
if we may be allowed to judge by this Speci- 
men, he might have a larger and better Stock 
of intelledlual Materials to employ upon pro- 
per Occafions. Firji of ally It is plain, h<^ 
could diftinguifh Colours, and the Difference 
betwixt his footy Countrymen, and the white 
Attendants of the Prince. Secondly ^ He could 
diftinguifh Men from any other Species of Ani- 
mals, by his calling the Prince's Attendants 
White-men. lloirdly^ He had Geography 
enough to diftinguifli one Place from another, 
^nd to tcU the Prince, that he came from^ig- 
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rinnan. F^^rtkly, He undcrflood the abflraflcd 

Nature of Properly, and tbe relation he bote 
to ibe Portugueje Owner or Maftcr to whom he 
belonged, FifiUy^ He could infer that that 
Relation implied fomc fort of Service to be 
performed on his part, which was the Care of 
the Chicken. Sixibfy, He difcnvered that 
lie under ft ood the Nature of his Otfice, and 
how to execute it in a proper manner, by 
making the Signals which the Mother ufed to 
make to her young Family, to warn them to 
fly from any imminent Danger, and put 
themfclvcs under her Protedion, It feems to 
appear from hence^ that this fenfible, honeft, 
fiithful Senrant had as much Knowledge as was 
fufficient to qualify him for the Foil that was 
aiFigned him, of which he gave full Proof in 
his Examination by the Prince, You will ell 
me, perhaps, this was no Proof of his Un- 
derrtanding ; it might probably be a Leflbn 
which he had learned by Rote: But, pray^ 
Madam, is not the Probability as ftrong on 
the other fide ? efpecially as you find> that the 
ixril Speech was the effeft of immediate Re- 
flexion without any leading Qucftion to in- 
troduce it, and the reft were a Sequel of pro- 
per Anfwers to the feveral Queftions that were 
propofed by the Prince. But you may fur*^ 
ther reply, that as he had (o few Ideas to 
work with» it would require a very moderate 
degree of Under flanding^ to be able to adjuft 
them properly, and apply them juftly uj>oii 
proper Oocafions. Trae-^---^Bm the being 



able to do it at all, even in the loweft de^ 
gree, is confefling the Point that I am labour- 
ing to prove, and anfwers every Objection 

that has been madeagainft it. Well, thcn^ 

fuppofing this poor individual Bird at the 
head of his Species, compounding and com- 
paring Ideas, forming Concluiions^ reafoning, 
and anfwering Queftjons, we may, according to 
Mr. Locke's ov(^n Conceffion, allows him to be 
a Rational Parrot % and may reafonably infer 
that the other Individuals of the fameSpecie&, 
are capable of fimilar, if not equal Improve- 
ments, and by confequencc have a propor- 
tionable Title to the Coarafter of rational Crea- 
tures; On the other hand, if a flender Stock 
of Ideas, a Slownefs of Apprehenfion, a Po- 
verty of Genius, and Narrownefs of Under- 
flanding, be a fufficlenc Rcafon for flriking 
them out of the Rank of rational Beings^ I 
quite dread the Confequence, and almoft trem- 
ble to think what terrible Havock it muft 
make in the human Species, How many ho- 
neft^ merry, pretty Fellows muft inftantly re- 
fign their Prctenfions to Humanity^ be turned 
to Grafs, or degraded into the loweft Rank of 
Vegetables ! Could you fteal into poor Sykm'% 
Pericranium, and there deface the Ideas of 
his Dogs, his Horfes, his Bottle, and (I am 
fc^icry to add) his Miftrefs, you would leave an 
abloluteVoid, an entire Blank as could be found 
in the whole Creation. NeJCourfly, who va- 
lues himfelf fo much upon his Knowledge of 
the World| is not one jot richer than he ; the 
5 whojc 
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iwrholc Furnituf6 of his Memory, (the only 
Faculty he has to find Employoipnt for his 
Tongue) was ftolcn from the Drawing-Room, 
the Opera, and the Afembly ^ and if it Were 
|)oflible for him to return his intelledtual Trum- 
pery to the place from whence he^ftole it, he 
Would immediately be upon the Level with 
the Wafps and Butterflies. I have at this time 
in my eye a Group of folemn Blockheads, who 
have the Vanity to call thcm&lvcB'Freetbiniers^ 
without being able to explain the Charader 
they infolently claim, nor the Title by which 
they pretend to claim it. I wifh I had a pro* 
per Authority to confine them all together in 
one Room, with a decent Allowance of Pen^ 
Ink, and Paper, debarring them the ufe of two 
or three Libertine Books, two of three Cant* 
words, and two or three Common-place Joke^ 
upon Paribus, Priefl-craft, and &iperftition) 
and I would defy their united Mifonderftabd^ 
angs in fix Weeks time to produce* fix Quarto 
Pages upon any Queflion in Philofophy or Re- 
ligion, written (I do Bot fay with Argument 
or Grammar, for that would be aauhreaibna- 
ble Impofition) buteven with true* Spelling and 
common Senfe; Could yoaby any iheans re- 
train the-, arch, the witty, the eloquent Qari^ 
da from her favourite Topicks <^ Drefs and 
Scandal, you would infinitely oblige alliierAi> 
.quaintance, by condemning her to penfiet^ 
Silence. 

Npw, I would venture to fay, Jthat the Pkn- 

titioabetwixc.4he lowefi: Degree qi Hotnan^ 
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and the higheft Degree of Brute-Undcrftand- 
ing, is fo very flender, that it is hardly per- 
ceptible, and could not in any degree be di- 
ftinguifti'd but by a greater Fluency of Lan- 
guage ; which, tho* ia the main it may be con- 
fidered as an Advantage to our Species in ge- 
neral, yet is it none to thofe who feldom make 
any other Ufi made of it, than to difcover the 
Emptinefs of their Heads, the Peverfenefs of 
their Wills, or the Iniquity of their Hearts, 
and fhew how little the real DifFerence is 
(Shape only excepted) betwixt a fagacious, 
good-natur'd, governable, ufeful Animal, which 
we agree to call a Brute ; and a wrong-head- 
ed, vicious, ungovernable, mifchievous Brute, 
whom we agree to call a Man ; and what Au- 
thority we have to ftrike out of the Syftem of 
Immortality fo great a part of the Creation, 
without an abfolute and evident Neceffity, ex- 
ceeds my Comprehenfion. If both Reafon and 
Revelation affure us, that in their firft Creatioa 
they v^cte d\\ very good : as perfedl in their fe- 
veral Kinds, as beautiful in their feveral Orders, 
as neccflary to the univerfal Harmony, as in- 
finite Power and Wifdom could make them ; 
if by :thc fpecial Benedidion of their Maker 
they were to increafe and multiply, and per- 
petuate their feveral Species, before Sin and 
Death entered into the World ; how dare 
we pretend to rcverfe this Bleffing, to corre^ 
infinite Wifdom, to alter the eftablifli'd Or- 
der of Tlungs, and pronounce ^ Sentence of 
otter Extinction upon numberlefs Ranks and 

L Orders 
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Orders of Beings, created by Sifinite Wifdom, 
to m^nifeft the Power ^nd Go^cbiejfs.of their 
Maker, by miniftring . to the Pleafurc and 
Neceffities of. Mankind, and .contributing in 
their proper Order to the Beauty and Harmo- 
, ny of the univerfal Syftem ; Is not this pro- 
nouncing a Curfe where God has pronounced 
a Blefling ? and in efFedt declarifcg that infi- 
nite Wifdom and Power were idly employed 
in forming, fupporting, feeding, aad bleffing 
number lefs Species, Tribes, andi Families of 
ufelefs and unneceflary Beings ? Is it not more 
reafonable, more confident with jhe Nature of 
God, and. the Scripture-Accounit-of the Cre- 
ation, to fuppofe that the immaterial Forms, 
the incorruptible Eflences of the whole Syftem^ 
potwithftaiidijng its prefent ruinous and deplo- 
rable x\ppearance under the Bondage of Cor^ 
ruption and- Deaths are immoveably fix'd in 
their proper Rank and Order in the . invifiblc 
yV^orld^ according to the eternal Awphetypal 
Model in the Divine Mind, in and bf.'which, 
as their eflicient and Exemplary .Qabtfe, every 
Being ip Heaven and. Earth;:* from t&c moft 
fxalted Seraph to the Jow.^ft Vegetable,', was 
made,, ia which they now rfubfiA, aiidftiall 
for ever Jubfift, in a glorious Imnyortality ? 
i The Abfurdities^that flow from the contra- 
ry Opinion, are a ftrong prefumptive Pnoof in 
favour, of 9cirs. That all Creaturefe were the 
Produ(Sioh$.,of infinite Go^odnefs, WHHom^ and 
'Power,;: and J could therefore; be oolyi created 
in order tcJibeas pQrfeftly happy as tl^irRaqk 

.1 ^ ancj 
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find State in Nature could admit ; is a$ certain 
as that an infinitely wife, and good, and pow- 
erful Being, could not poffibly make any Crea- 
ture only with an Intention to make them 
miferable ; and yet w^ fee at prefent the whole 
Face of Nature covered, as it were, withDark^ 
nefs, Confufion, and Deformity, a Scene of 
Sin and Folly^ of Mifery and Sorrow, fink- 
ing, as it were, under its ^ own Weight, and 
groaning under the Bondage of Corruption : 
And dare we fay, or imagine, that this was 
the original primitive State of things ? Could 
Diforder and Confufion, Vanity and Mifery, 
proceed from the omnipotent Fountain of Or- 
der, Truth, and Love ? Muft we not rather 
fay, that we are in a.praeternatural State, that 
the Evils we fufFer are accidental, the fatal 
Confequence of the Tranfgrefiion of our firfl 
Parents, feduced by the Temptation of an 
evil Spirit, to a Violation of all the Laws of 
Juflice, Truth, and Order? Andean we ima- 
gine that this violent, this unnatural State fhall 
lafl for ever ? Is the State of the whole Cre- 
ation fo deplorably miferable, as to admit o( 
no Remedy, no Hope of Deliverance ? Shall 
the eternal Purpofes of infinite Wifdom, Love, 
and Power be intirely defeated by the Malice 
of evil Spirits, and the Infirmities of frail 
Creatures? Is not this imputing too much to 
the Creature, and derogating from the infinite 
Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Power of the Creator? 
Is not this faying in effedt, that the Almighty 
Creator, the Father of Mercies, and the Go^j 
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of all Compaflions, whofe Mercies are over all 
his Works, is either unwilling, or unable, to 
efFedl the eternal Purpofes of his infinite Love? 
that the Devil is more powerful to dcftroy, 
than God to fave ? And after all, what diffi- 
culty is there in comprehendine, or what pot 
fible Danger in aflerting, that; all the inferiour 
Creation, that fell with and in our firft Parent, 
and fuffer for our Tranfgreffion> fhall at laft 
be reftored to their primitive Happincfs, and 
he delivered from their prefent Bondage of Cor^ 
ruption into the glorious Liberty of the Sons rf 
.God? And why (as Sf. P/7«/ fays to King yf- 
grippa^ Ads xxvi. 8.) Jhould it be thought a 
thing incredible^ that God fhould do this^ ef- 
peciaJly as Reafon and Nature pronounce fuch 
»a Renovation, not only poffible but probable, 
and Revelation declares it to be certain ? As 
for the 'wondrous Works of the Lord (faith the 
wife Son of Sirach^ xviii. 6.) there may nothing 
be taken from thewy neither may any thing be put 
unto t hem y neither can the ground of them be 
found out. Nothing can be added to their 
original Perfection, nor (hall any thing be able 
-to deftroy it, neither can any human Under* 
, (landing comprehend their eflenrial Ground and 
Root in the Archetypal World, in which (not- 
withilanding any Violence or accidental Dit 
» order in their prefent external Form) they ftand 
immoveably fix'd in their proper Rank and Or- 
.der, in and through which they (hall in God's 
due lime be reftored to thie Splendor and Dig- 
nity of their firft Creation. 

And 
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And this, Madam, opens to us a new Scene 
of Wonder and Love, worthy the moft feri- 
ous Attention of a rational and religious Mind, 
That there {hall be an univerjal Rejlitution of 
all that fell by Adam's Tranfgreffio'n ; when all 
that was Ipft in thejirft Adam {hall be renewed 
in the Jecond : that there {hall be new Hea^ 
vens and a new Earthy which {hall be the Ha- 
bitation of Righteoufnefs. God has plainly 
and abundantly /r^/»^^^ iy the Mouth of all bis 
holy Prophets fince the World began. Ads iii. 19, 
20, 21. If. Ixv. 17. Ixvi. 22. 2 Fet. iii* iji 
I Cor. XV. 21,22. iJ^uxxi. i. And if the 
>vhole material World {hall be re{lored to its 
primitive Perfedion ; if there {hall be a Re^^ 
nffuation of the face of the Earth. Pfal. civ. 
30. there mu{l be of confequence a Reno- 
vation of all its feminal Powers, of all the 
various Produdlions of Fruits, Flowers, Ani- 
mals, and all the different Inhabitants of the 
feveral Regions of Nature. All the Difcord 
of Elements, all the Malignity of the Crea- 
tures {hall intirely ceafc and be done away. AH 
Nature {hall put off the Corruption, Defor- 
mity, Darkneis, aftd Confufion of their pre- 
fent State, and be re{l:ored to the Purity, Splen- 
dor, and Beauty of their fir{l Creation. I fup- 
pofe you will reply, and {ay, as many eminent 
Writers have done before you, that all thofe 
Pa{rage& of Scripture which fpcak of an intirc 
Renovation and Rejiitution of all things^ ofne^v 
Heaven^ and a new Earthy are not to be under- 
ftood literally, that they are only metaphori- 
cal 
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cal Exprcffionstoreprefent the mighty Chaftge 
that was to be introduced into the moral World 
by the preaching of the Gofpel ; that the pro- 
phetick Style, and Oriental Languages abound- 
ed with bold Metaphors, which could not 
poffibly be underftood in a literal Senfc, as 
when not only Birds and Beafts, but even 
the vegetable and inanimate Parts of the Gre-* 
ation are called upon to blefs and praiie their 
Maker, and to rejoice in his Mercy^ of which 
we have many Inftances in the Book of Pjalms^ 
and the Prophecies of the OldTeftament. Thus 
particularly, Pf. cxlvi. we find Mountains and 
all Hills, fruitful ^rees, and all Cedars, Eeafis^ 
and all Cattle, Worms, and feather d Fowls, are 
called upon to join with the grand Chorus of 
Men and Angels, of all the Powers of Heaven 
and Earth, in the Praifes of their Almighty 
Creator. And Ef\v. 12. T^he Mountains and 
the Hills fhall break forth before you into Jingl- 
ing, and all the "Trees of the Field Jhall clap their 
Hands. So Pf civ. 2 1. T^he young Lions roar-^ 
ing after their Prey, are represented in the form 
of Supplicantsy^^^/;/^ their Meat front God. So 
again, Pf. cxlvii. 9. the Cry of the young 
Ravens is reprefented as calling upon God for 
their daily Bread, He feedeth the young Ravens 
that call upon him. That thefe Expreffions arc 
properly metaphorical^ is eafily granted ; but 
that they are juftly and properly founded ift 
the real Nature of things^ cannot be denied^ or 

may be eafily proved. Let it be granted, 

that all thofe pompous Ideas, and magnifi- 
4 ceiit 
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cent Defcriptions which the Scriptures give us 
of the Redemption of the World, and Reno- 
vation of Nature, have a primary and immc- 
diateRegardto the human Nature, which can- 
not be denied ; yet that it does not, and cannot 
terminate there fo as to exclude the other parts 
of the Creation, is, from the Analogy of Rea- 
fon, equally certain. When we confidar that 
the whole Syftem of Nature were Partakers of 
the original Happinefs, were included in the 
univerfal Benediftion, that every part of the 
animal and vegetable World, according to their 
feveral Capacities, received through our firft 
Parent fuch divine Communications of Life 
and Light, and Glory, as were neceffary to 
compleat their Happinefs, which intirely de- 
pended upon his unfinning Obedience; that 
by his Tranfgreffion he forfeited for them 
as well as for himfelf the Favour of his Ma- 
ker, and the original Happinefs of their State 
and Condition, from which they fell into their 
prefent lamentable State of Mortality and Cor- 
ruption, it is natural to conceive, that as the 
whole animal Creation fympathizes and fufFers 
with their finful unhappy Lord and Mafter ; 
fo they {hall with him, in due time, recover 
their loft Happinefs, and return to their pri- 
mitive Perfediion ; that the Redemption and 
Glorification of one, muft neceflarily be the 
Redemption and Glorification of the other ; 
that as they, as well as we, fell in and by the 
Tranfgreffion of the firft Adam^ fothey, as well 
as w?, fliall bercftoredbythe meritorious Obe-^ 
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dience and powerful Intcrccflion of thefecond, 
whicH the Royal Pfalmift plainly declares, Pf. 
xxxvi. 6. T^bou^ Lord^ Jhaltfave both Man and 
Beajl. And by parity of Reafon we may con* 
elude, that the vegetable, as well as animal 
Creation, fhall have their proportionable De« 
grees of the fame Blefling, and be Partakers 
of the fame Glory 5 fo that all the original 
Bleffings implanted in the vegetable World 
at the fir ft Creation, (hall be reftored again ; 
When all the Fruits and Flowers of Paradife-, 
which were created to adminifter Nourishment 
and Pleafure to the Paradifiacal Bodies of our 
unfalien happy Parents, (hall recover their ori- 
ginal Tindure, Life, and Spirit, to be the fpi- 
ritual Food and Nourishment of the renewed 
human Nature. This our blcffed Lord plainly 
tells us. Mat. xxvL 29. when at the Celebrar 
lion of his laft Supper, he alTures his Difciples, 
that be would thenceforth drink no more of the 
Fruit of the Vine y until that Day when hejbould 
drink it new with them in his Fathers King* 
dom. 

The Certainty of this grand Event, the Re* 
flitution of this whole vifible World to its ori- 
ginal Perfe<5tion, is plainly and fully attefted by 
St. Pauly Rom.s\\\. 19, 20, 21, 22. 7heeameft 
ExpeSlation of the Creature waitethfor the Ma^ 
nifejlation of the Sons of God. For the Creature 
was made fubje^ to Vanity^ not willingly^ but 
by reafon of him who hath fabjeSled the fame in 
Hofe 5 becaufe the Creature itfelf alfo jhall be 
delivered from the Bondage of Cofruptim^ into 

the 
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the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God -, for we 
know that the whole Creation groaneth and tra^ 
vaileth in pain together^ until now. The great 
Point on which the true Interpretation of this 
Pailage depends, is to find out the true Mean- 
ing of the word Creature^ in what Senfe the 
Apoftle ufes it in this place. Moft of our 
modern Commentators have gone violently 
out of the way in queft of any Meaning but 
the true one. The pious and Jearned Dr. 
Hammond underflands by it the Gejttile Worlds 
in oppofition to the yews^ whom he fup- 
|)ofes to be meant by the Sons of God, and by 
this falfe Key has entangled and perplex'd, in- 
Head of opening and explaining this glorious 
Prophecy. The late learned Dr. Whitby juft- 
ly cenfures this Interpretation, and has advan- 
ced another equally abfurd and contradictory. 
He underftands by it xhcwbok Race of Man- 
kindj but fcems himfelf to be fenfible he was 
in the wrong, by Shuffling over feverai Ex- 
preflions, which, if duly confider'd, would 
have fhewn him his Miftake, and led him 
into a more confiftent Scheme of Interpreta- 
tion. However, after he had fufficiently 
puzzled himfelf and his Readers with aiming 
at fomething like a Meaning, he attempts to 
give you from Quotations out of two of the • 
primitive Fathers, what he calls the ancient and 
dlmojl primitive ExpoBtion ofthefe Words. Af- 
ter which, he modeftly fubjoins his own Judg- 
ment : / differ only from the Fathers in this In- 
M terpretation 
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tcvprctaiion as to this Jingle Circumjlatice^ fikit 
I do not extend this Dcjire of the Redemption 
of the Body from Corruption to brute Beajls^ 
and infenjate Cfeatures\ but only to Mankind 
in general fubjeEl by Adam'^ Fall to Mortality-y 

f. 45. Now I muft needs lay, it would h^ve 
etn but modeft and reafonable in ihe Dcxftor, 
after haying entered his Proteft, to have given 
us his Realons for diflenting from this almojl 
primitive Expofuion. And I believe it would 
be very hard to produce any Reafon againft 
their future Reftoration, which would notcon-^ 
elude as ftrongly againft their firft Creation, 
If infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs (aw fit to 
produce fuch numberlefs Ranks and Orders 
of Creatures, to compleat the Harmony of the 
univerfal Syftem, and to (hare with Man in 
the Blcflings and Glories of Paradife, before 
Sin and Death entered into the World ; is it 
not highly reafonable to imagine, that they 
are preferved. by the fame infinite Wifdom 
and Goodnefs to be Sharers in the Happinefs 
and Glory of the new World, when Sin and 
Sorrow (hall ceafe, when Corruption and Mor- 
tality (hall be no more, and Death itfelffoall 
be Jwalloived up in ViSlory ? 

There is one Expreflion in ver. 22. which 
feems plainly to determine what we are to 
underftand by the Creature^ and may be jijfl- 
Iv con(idered as an infallible Key to the Apo- 
(tle's whole Meaning ; and that is, thtft the 
whok Creation groanetb and travailetb in pain 

together 
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toother till now. Now, it is plain, at flrft 
fight, that the whole Creation^ which groaneih 
and fraijaitetb in tain^ is that very Creatine 
that ibaitetb for the Manifejlationofthe Sc/n 
of God; that very Creafurejhat Jljall be deli^ 
*vered f^oni the Bondake of Corruption into the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. Whatever 
part of the Creation, therefore, fufTers undcfr 
any (hape or deg^ree of Imperfcdion, Mifcry, 
Corruption, and Mortality, riiay be juftly con- 
fidered as groaning and travailing inpain^ and 
by conibquence as Cfandidatcs for Redemp- 
tion and Immortality. Now, as it is plain, 
that no one part of the Creation is exempt- 
ed frorh the Bondage of Corruption j fo it fecms 
equally plain, .that no one part fhall be ex- 
cluded from the Unii)erfal Deliverance^ and 
that the Redemption fr-pm the Curfe^ muft 
be as uniyerfal as the Curfc itfelf j fo that 
Whatever fiiffers by the Fall, (hall bercftored 
at laft into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God. And this may help'us to an cafy Explar 
nation of an Expreffion, that cannot other wife 
be eafily fecoxKiled to the ordinary Forms of 
Speech. ThcPaflage is Markxvx. 15. where the 
Apoftles are commanded to preach the Gofpelto 
every Creature -^ from whence fome of the Legen- 
dary Writers of the Church of Rome have juf- 
tiiied the Preachments^ of their Saints to the 
Birds, Beads, and Fifties, and thereby given 
the FVecept a ridiculous Turn, and furnifhed 
occafion^ of Mirth andDerifion to Infidels and 
M 2 Fools: 
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Fools : But in . this^ View it appears capable 
of a plain and natural Meaning. Goye forth 
into all the Worldy and preach a joyful mejfagi 
cj Redemption to the whole Creation. And I 
muft needs fay, it has often puzzled me to 
think, why the fame Expreflion in the Ori- 
ginal fliould be thus difierently rendered in 
Englipj fo as to be called every Creature in 
one place, and the whole Creation in another; 
which, tho* really and truly the fame thing, 
yet have a quite different manner of Appear- 
ance in the different manner of Exprcffion, 
but on my Principles cafily reconciled,-— 
Accordingly I (hall endeavour to give you 
a plain and natural Paraphrafe of this Yi- 
mous Paflage in the Epiftie to the^ Romans^ 
ch. viii. ver. ig, 20, 21, 22* without troubling 
you with critical Remarks upon the Original, 
or Authorities from the Ancients, both which 
concur to eftablifh the Truth for which I am 

contending. " The Struggles and Dif- 

" treffes of every part of the vifiWe Creation 
" are ftrong Indications of a univerial Dege- 
** neracy and Curfe, from which they feem 
•* to labour and iigh for Deliverance, and 
" which they (hall certainly obtain at the glo- 
** rious Appearance of their great Redeemer, 
'* who {hall come in the Glory of his Father, 
" and of his holy Angels, and all his Saints 
•* with him, to triumph over Sin and Deadb, 
** to repair the Rums of fallen Nature, and 
** cftablifli the Kbgdom of God upon this 

'' very 
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?* very Earth, in which his Will (hall be doi* 
•* as it is in Heaven. For the Yanlty and 
** Mifery under which they now , groan, waa 
^* not tnc efFed of any voluntary Cuilt or 
•* Tranfgreflion of their own, but was brought 
" upon them by the Tranfgreflion of our 
<^ firft Parents, but under a fure and certain 
" Hope of Redemption, by the all-fufBcient 
^* Merits and Interceflion of our Lord Jefus 
*' Chrift, who is their Saviour as well as ours % 
** when he fliall have accomplifli'd the Nurti- 
«^ ber of his EkiS, and begun to eflablifli hi? 
** Kingdom : Then fhall the whole vifiWj? 
^< Creation that fell under the Curfe by the Sio^ 
" of Man, be rcftored with the human Na- 
" ture, and with and through him be Part%- 
** kers of the Bleflings and Glories of .{1^ 
** Kingdom of God. At prefent we, &e th^ 
« whole Creation fubjcatoYanity and DeaA, 
« from which, like a Woman in Travail, it 
•* labours to be delivered, but has not Strengdi 
" to bring forth, nor can hope for Deliverance 
tUl that happy Day when the grc»t Redeem* 
cr (hall reftorc whatever has beeix decayed, 
fhall create new Heavens and a new Earth, 
" where Sin and Death can have no place, 
** vvhere Evil cannot enter, but God (h^U be 
^ AU-in-AU," 

That the Bratc^Creation are particular iy in- 
tereftcd in this g^. Event, is plaiply a»d 
fully attcftedby many: ^enwrkable Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teftament. Thus, Ef^ xi, 6» 7, 
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8, 9. {peaking of the peaceful attd glorfou* 
lleign of the Mefliah, illuftrates it in a particu- 
kr manner, by the Harmony that /hall be re- 
ftored thro' the whole animal Creation. The 
Wolf aljo Jhall dwell with the Lamb ^ and the 
Leopard jhall lie duFDon with the Kid^ and the 
Ca^ and the young Lion and the Failing together'^ 
am a little Child jlmll lead them. And the Cow 
and the Bear jlmll feed ^ their Toiing-ones Jhdtl 
lie down together^ and the Lion Jljatl eat ft raw 
Hie the Ox. And the faking Child Jhall play 
en the Hole of the AJpy and the weaned Child 
jhall put his Hand on the Cockatrice Den : They 
Jhall not hurt nor dejlroy in all my holy Mountain ': 
for the "Earth Jhall be full of the Knowledge of the 
Lordy as the Waters cover the Sea. So again, 
Ch. Ixv. 25. The Wolf and the Lamb JJoall feed 
together, and the Lion fjall eat Straw like the 
Bulhci, afid Duf /hall be the Serpent*! Meat -^ 
fhey /hall not hurt nor dejiroy in all my holy 
Mwntain, Jaith the Lord. The Prophet Ho-- 
y!?tf forctcls the fame thing, Ch. ii. 18. In that 
day will 1 make a Covenant for them with the 
JBeiJls of the Fields and with the Fowls ofHea^ 
jven, and with the Creeping Things oj the Ground^ 
who;(hall lofe their Malignity, which was em- 
ployecl to fcourge. and- punifli their rebellious 
Lord ; all the Eimiity of the Creatorcs (hall 
ceaib; the divided Properties, the dffcordant 
Motions of the Elements (hall be intirely fwal- 
lowed up in univerfal Harmony, Peace, .and 
I^Qve. And the Glory of the Lord Jhall endure 

for 
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for ever : the LordJf:aU rejoice in his jyoris. PC 
civ. 3?. 

Pardon me. Madam : The Nature of my 
Subject has infenlibly drawn me into a greater 
Length, more ferious Enquiries, and graver 
ConcluHons, than I at firfl intended ; for which 
an indifFcrrcnt Reader would expcft an Apo- 
logy, and which, to any body but yourfclf, I 
(hould think myfelf obliged to offer : But 
your inquifjtivc Genius, your rational Head, 
and benevolent Heart, I truft, will eafily cx- 
cufe, if you cannot intirely approve a well- 
meant Attempt to vindicate the Wifdom of 
Providence in the Works of the Creation, and 
refcue fo great a part of God's Creatures from 
the rude Cenfures of weak and ignorant Pre- 
tenders to Philofophy. If I have, in any de- 
gree, done juftice to my Subjcdl, if I have gi- 
ven you any Light and Satistaction in this mo- 
mentous Qucftion, your Approbation will give 
me a Pleafure equal to the Regard I have for 
your Perfon, and the Efteem I have for your 
Judgment : But, if the worft I fear fhould 
happen, fhould you think I have undertaken a 
defencelefs Caufe, or betrayed it by an injudi- 
cious Management ; fhould you even tell mc^ 
I have miflaken the State of the Qiieflion, or 
offered any thing weak or inconclufive in de- 
fence of it, even there I fhould humbly hope 
for your Indulgence, that the Honefty of my 
Heart may atone for the Weakncfs of my 

Head } 




(88) 
H^ad ; the Goodnefs of my Iirtention, for the 
Defcfts of my Underft^nding : for whatever 
Caufe I may have given you to condemn my 
Sentiments, or defpife my Judgment, I fliall 
never give you any to fufped: my Sincerity, 
when I profefs myfelf, with the higheft Efteem 
and Regard, 

Madam, 



Bipouy Your Faithful and Obedient 

Nov. 24, 

1742. 

Humble Servant. 



FINIS. 
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